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CHEVALIER  GERRARD, 
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Late  President  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery  of  Paris,  and  Surgeon  General 
to  the  Prench  Forces  during  the  late  War 
in  North  America. 

SIR, 

% 

THE  memorable  Campaigns 
in  Noith  America,  which  firfl  favoured  me 
with  the  Honour  of  your  Acquaintance, 
afforded  me  alfo  an  Opportunity  to  admire 
your  brilliant  Talents  in  the  healing  Art. 
Befides,  of  beholding  with  an  Eye  of  Gra- 
titude your  Liberality  and  Attention  to  thofe 
brave  Men  of  the  Britifh  Army,  whom  the 
Chance  of  War  had  put  under  your  Pro- 
tection ; for  many  of  their  Lives  were  not 
faved  by  your  profeffional  Skill,  but 
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through  you,  Sir,  all  the  Neceffaries  of  Life, 
on  the  Bed  of  Sicknefs,were  moft  bountifully 
fuppliod  them,  and  your  ikilful  Hands  ren- 
dered Balm  to  their  Wounds.  Since  thofe 
Days,  I am  proud  to.boaft  of  the  Advan- 
tages I have  received  from  a long  Conti- 
nuance of  your  Friendfhip  and  Correfpon- 
dence.  Accept  this  fmall  Mark  of  the  Re- 
gard and  Efteem,  with  which  I (hall  ever 

remain, 

SIR, 

Your  moll  obedient, 

\ v V 

And  very  humble  Servant, 

H.  St.  JOHN  NEALE. 

* 9 

No.  5,  John- Street,  Adclphi, 

London,  051.  17,  1793* 
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Preventing  and  curing  Difeafes,  is  an 
Art  fo  confiderable,  that  it  has  been  the 
Endeavour  of  the  greateft  Phyficians  in  all 
Ages  :<  Hippocrates  values  himfelf  particu- 
larly on  the  former  Piece  of  Knowledge. 

“ The  forefeeing  a Difeafe,”  fays  he,  “ is 
" my  Invention,  for  Difeafes  do  not  come 
“ upon  Men  of  a fudden,  but  being  col- 
“ letted  by  Degrees,  fhew  themfelves  after- 
“ wards  in  the  Bulk.”  Hippocrates , Lib. 
I.  deVittus  Rat.  Pag.  34,  Lib.  III.  de 
Diasta,  Pag.  369.  Poef. 

“ What  is  the  Virtue  or  Faculty  of  any 
ec  Medicine,  belides  its  Power  of  eradicating 
“ the  immediate  Caufe  of  a Difeafe;  which 
<e  Effett  is  difeovered  from  knowing  firil 
“ the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe.  Hence  Prac- 
“ tice,  indefatigable  fnduftry,  and  laborious 
“ Application  of  Men  !'*  Ibid. 


1 ' ' ' , 

INTRODUCTION. 


THE  venereal  difeafe,  which,  accord- 
ing to  hiftorians  of  the  moft  un- 
doubted credit,  is  a native  of  fome  of  the 
American  iflands,  efpecially  Hl/paniola , 
was  brought  into  Spain  near  the  end  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  and  thence  carried 
into  Naples,  during  the  war  between 
Ferdinand  of  Arragon  and  the  French, 
by  fome  Spanifh  troops,  who  had  con- 
tracted it  in  the  aforefaid  ifland ; for  thefe 
and  the  French  foldiers  having  had  at 
different  times  communication  with  the 
fame  women,  according  as  the  fame  towns 
alternately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  two 
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contending  parties,  this  filthy  difeafe  firft 
fpread  itfelf  over  the  two  armies,  thence 
made  its  way  into  Italy,  and  has  fince  in- 
fected mod;  part  of  the  habitable  world. 
But  how  it  came,  fo  as  to  infect  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  is,  from  whence  this  difeafe 
fprung  ab  engine , or  had  its  fir  ft  beginning, 
is  tiio  giand  queftion  in  dilpute.  To  throw 
as  much  light  on  this  matter  as  poffible,  I 
rnuft  have  recourfe  to  the  authority  of  fome 
of  our  ancient  writers  : the  firft  is,  that  of 
Doctor  Martin  Lifter , a phyfician  of  great 
note  in  his  time,  who  tells  us,  he  believed  it 
proceeded  at  firft,  either  from  the  bite  of 
fome  venomous  animal,  or  from  food  cer- 
taimy  poifonous ; it  being  very  well  known, 
that  the  original  inhabitants  of  thofe  coun- 
tries freely  eat  certain  ferpents  (of  which 
innumerable  new  fpecies  or  kinds  are  among 
tne  Indians  unknown  to  us)  and  io  either 
from,  the  pononous  nature  of  their  impure 
/ diet,  or  the  bite  of  thofe  poifonous  ferpents 
(as  from  the  biting  of  a mad  dog  an  hydro- 
phobia is  ogcafioned)  either,  continues  he, 
from  that  external  or  internal  caufe,  was  the 

venereal 
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venereal  diieafe  certainly  bred,  which,  once 
begotten,  infedted  afterwards  with  a con- 
tagion  *. 

* I remember  well,  when  I was  in  America  during  the  late 
war,  ferving  with  the  army  in  my  profeffional  capacity,  to 
have  often  heard,  from  fome  of  the  moft  refpeft.able  and  fen- 
fible  of  the  natives,  that  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe  was 
imputed  to  the  habit  of  eating  game  killed  with  the  poifonous 
arrows  of  the  favages.  But  now  it  is  univerfally  known,  that 
the  flefh  of  fuch  animals  may  be  eaten  for  a continuance  with- 
out any  ill  effeCt. 

I cannot  help,  in  this  place,  making  a digreffion  in  giving  a 
defeription  of  this  wonderful  poifon,  which  I had  curiofity 
particularly  to  examine. 

It  is  produced  from  the  plant  called  Lianes , of  which  there 
are  vaft  numbers  in  all  damp  and  marfliy  places.  The  me- 
thod of  preparing  it  is  by  cutting  them  in  pieces,  then  boiling 
them  in  water,  till  the  liquor  had  acquired  the  confidence  of  a 
fyrup ; after  this,  the  Indians  dipped  their  arrows  in  it, 
which  were  immediately  impregnated  with  the  poifonous  qua- 
lity. Any  animal,  whofe  Ikin  has  been  railed  with  one  of 
thefe  poifoned  arrows,  dies  a minute  after  without  any  fign  of 
convulfion  or  pain.  At  firft  thought,  I was  of  opinion  that 
this  was  occafioncd  by  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  but  the 
experiments  which  I made  proves  the  contrary ; for  having 
procured  a quantity  of  this  poifon,  and  mixed  it  with  blood 
newly  drawn  and  warm,  it  prevented  it  completely  from  coa- 
gulating, and  even  preferved  it  fome  time  from  putrefaction. 

I think  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  cffeCt  of  this 
poifoa  is  upon  the  nervous  fyftem. 
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The  fame  ancient  phyfician  tells  us,  that 
Confalveus  Ovideus,  a Spanifh  nobleman, 
and  a great  natural  philofopher,  makes  the 
frme  obfervation,  who,  among  all  the  Spanifh 
authors,  was  the  mold  faithful  hiftorian  of 
the  nature  of  things,  and  was  for  many 
years  chief  governor  of  Hifpaniola,  and  the, 
refl  of  thofe  iflands.  He  was  a mold  inge- 
nious writer,  but  mold  of  his  works  are 
unfortunately  lofd.  Among  other  animals 
which  he  mentions  to  be  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
he  defences  particularly  the  Inguanas  to  be 
a four-footed  ferpent,  upon  which  the 
Indians  fed  greedily;  the  Spaniards,  after 
their  example,  put  them  into  their  food 
alfo,  having  a pleafant  tafte,  much  more 
favoury,  he  fays,  than  the  flefh  of  rabbits. 
The  eating  of  them,  he  fays  alfo,  hurt 
nobody,  unlefs  fuch  who  had  been  in- 
fedted  w'ith  the  venereal  lues,  and  thofe, 
although  they  had  long  before  been  cured 
thereof,  it  prefen tly  offended  and  renewed 
the  difeafe,  as  if  the  fame  had  lain  only 
dormant ; and  this,  continues  the  noble 

Spaniard,  ! 
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Spaniard,  our  foldiers  experienced  by  innu- 
merable examples. 

Dodtor  Lifter  fays,  it  is  not  fo  abfurd, 
that  this  lues  had  its  original  from  the 
like,  if  not  from  the  felf-fame  caufes ; 
when,  by  the  eating  of  them,  the  malady 
forthwith  is  revived,  though  as  it  were 
dead  long  before.  Happy  for  the  Weftern 
world,  no  fuch  noxious  animals  are  eaten 
now-a-days  by  the  natives,  nor  have  I 
ever  heard  of  fuch,  though  I made  moil 
diligent  enquiries  amongft  the  oldeft  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  my 
readers,  I will  go  on  farther  with  the  very 
curious  narrative  given  us  by  the  Spanifh 
governor.  He  fays,  he  was  ilill  more  con- 
firmed in  his  opinion,  refpeding  the  poi- 
fonous  nature  of  this  animal,  becaufe,  lays 
he,  the  genital  parts  of  either  fex,  who  had 
been  before  infected  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  (though  to  appearance  perfectly  cured) 
in  a little  time  after  having  eaten  of  this 
animal,  became  befet  with  certain  tufts 
thick  together,  refembling  cocks-combs, 
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exadtly  like  thofe  in  the  ferpent  Inguanas , 
whofe  body  is  generally  all  over  with  tufts 
of  that  fort;  certainly  a proper  reprefentation 
from  what  animal  that  diftemper  derived  its 
being.  It  is  common,  fays  Dr.  Lifter,  for  poi- 
fonous  animals  to  imprint  proper  and  peculiar 
cnaradters  of  their  contagion ; for  example, 
a barking  in  hydrophobia,  caufed  by  the 
bite  of  a mad-dog,  alfo  a dog-like  voracity 
of  fwallowing,  with  an  aptitude  of  licking 
. rather  than  drinking,  by  a continual  put- 
ting out  of  the  tongue. 

/ 

The  bite  of  the  tarantula  caufes  a con-  " 
ftant  defire  of  leaping,  as  the  tarantula  fkips 
from  one  place  to  another.  I am  not  ig- 
norant, continues  Dodtor  Lifter,  that  this 
may  be  accounted  fabulous  by  fome,  even 

learned  men,  but  certainly,  fays  he,  not  fo 
by  me. 

Indeed  the  hiftory  of  the  nature  of  many 
things  on  the  earth,  and  in  the  fea,  are  yet 
but  little  underftood ; it  is  therefore  not  fo 
much  to  be  wondered,  that  innumerable 
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phenomena  are  hid  from  us,  and  juhly  to 
be  fufpedted.  They  who  have  eaten  of  the 
fea-lepus  (that  is,  a kind  of  naked  fea-hare, 
of  a purple  colour,  found  even  in  our  Eu- 
ropean feas)  make  a purple  coloured  urine ; 
and  in  their  deep,  ever  and  anon,  feem  to 
hear  the  waves  of  the  beaten  fhores,  and 
their  bodies  become  livid.  This  filh  is 
reckoned  to  be  poifon  to  man,  and  man  to 
him,  as  Scrib.onius  Diafcordes  and  others 
allure  us. 

Hence  this  celebrated  author’s  opinion  of 
animal  poifon s,  who,  indeed,  with  much  in- 
genuity, endeavours  to  make  appear,  that 
the  poifon  of  thofe  animals  imprints  fome- 
thing  limilar  upon  the  perfon  who  has  either 
been  bit  by  them,  or  has  eaten  of  them,  with 
a view  to  (hew  the  poflibility  of  the  vene- 
real virus  being  infufed  by  the  poifon  of 
thofe  animals  and  that  it  might  have  been 
propagated  at  firh  from  bead;  to  man,  and 
fo  transferred  from  man  to  woman,  or  woman 
to  man,  to  what  we  daily  find  it  to  be  now. 
Thus  he  hates  the  original  of  the  venereal 
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lues : but  the  mod  Angular"  opinion  of  all 
is,  that  of  the  immortal  Hervey,  phyfician 
to  Charles  the  Firft,  who  declared,  that  he 
believed  it  was  firft  caufed  by  Greek  wine 
dafhed  with  lepers  blood,  which  the  French 
drank,  being  purpofely  left  then  at  Suma  by 
the  Spaniards. 


I very  well  remember,  that  a certain 
Engliih  merchant,  who  had  refided  many 
years  in  Mufcovy,  allured  me,  that  the 
venereal  difeafe  was  hardly  known  in  that 
country  before  the  reign  of  the  late  Czar, 
Peter  the  Great,  becaufe  till  that  time,  the 
traffic  carried  on  by  the  Mufcovites  did  not 
require  much  communication,  or  dealing 
with  foreigners ; but  after  that  Emperor  had 
taken  the  refolutiqn  of  vifiting  other  parts  of 
Europe,  and  had  fent  many  of  his  fubjedts 
abioad  to  learn  trades  and  .manufadtures. 
thofe  carried  back  with  them  the  dire  effects 
of  their  amours  into  their  native  country, 
which  raged  there  with  the  greateft  feverity, 
ns  inflammations  and  ulcers  are  the  more 
difficult  to  be  cured  in  cold  climates.  Jlence 
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in  procefs  of  time,  the  mutual  intercourfe  of 
different  nations  becoming  more  frequent  by 
wars,  trade,  and  other  caufes,  this  contagious 
malady  at  length  was  fpread  far  and  wide. 

It  is  judicioufly  obferved  by  one  of  the 
mod:  elegant  hiftorians  of  the  prefent  age  *, 
that  the  Americans,  by  communicating  the 
venereal  difeafe  to  their  conquerors,  have 
not  only  amply  revenged  their  own  wrongs, 
but  by  adding  this  calamity  to  thofe  which 
formerly  embittered  human  life,  they  have, 
perhaps,  more  than  counter-balanced  all  the 
benefits  which  Europe  has  derived  from  the 
difcovery  of  the  new  world.  It  is  more 
than  probable,  this  will  not  appear  the  lead: 
exaggerated,  when  we  confider  the  many  ills 
entailed  upon  the  Europeans  by  the  difeafe 
itfelf,  but  by  far  a greater  number  arifing 
from  an  improper  mode  of  treatment. 

When  we  confider  the  many  volumes 
which  have  been  and  are  daily  published  on 
venereaj.  complaints,  and  the  confidence  the 

* Dr.  Robinfon’s  Hiftory  of  America. 
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moft  ignorant  and  inexperienced  practitioner 
undertakes  to  cure  them,  we  £hall  be  natu- 
lally  led  to  think  that,  not  only  nothin g 
new  can  be  prefented  to  the  public  on  the 
fubjeCt,  but  that  every  one  mult  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  true  fpecific  for  them. 
But  when  we  give  ourfelves  time  to  reflect, 
we  muft  be  lenlible  that  farther  proofs  are 
neceffary  to  afcertain  our  fkill  in  the  proper 
treatment  of  this  dileale.  Every  medical 
man,  how  great  repute  foever  he  may  be  in, 
or  celebrated  for  his  fkill  in  any  one  branch 
of  the  healing  art,  may  not  be  a competent 
judge  of  fome  experimented  and  demon- 
fixated  truths.  One  folid  practical  obler- 
vation  being  of  more  real  value,  than  all  the 
unfupported  theories  that  the  wit  of  man 
ever  ihvented ; and  it  is  a precept  of  Hip- 
pocrates which  ought  to  be  held  in  reve- 
rence ; uk  oKyeuv  irctpu  run  I&mtbup  Ijvptsm  w Ti  aoiiin 

seoii  eIj  xaiplv 

Having  perufed  all  the  authors  of  any 
ncte  who  have  written  on  the  lues  venerea, 
from  the  days  in  which  this  malady  had 
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that  name  attached  to  it,  down  to  the  pre- 
fen t time,  I have  obferved  little  or  no 
notice  taken  of  thofe  difeafes  which  originate 
or  take  their  fource  from  the  lues,  but  are 
not  unfrequently  treated  as  a diftind  fpecies, 
or  under  another  clafs  of  difeafes  often  to  the 
deftrudion  of  the  unfortunate  fufferer.  In 
treating  of  which,  and  other  venereal  mala- 
dies which  attack  mankind,  I beg  leave  to 
offer  thefe  few  pages  to  the  public,  founded 
on  long  practice  and  experience,  which  makes 
the  lixth  edition  of  my  work.  I cannot  help 
acknowledging  that  we  have  many  well 
wrote  books  on  venereal  complaints,  but 
the  multiplicity  of  books  on  this  fubjed, 
as  well  as  on  a variety  of  others,  are  not 
clear  demon ffrations  of  the  limits  of  human 
knowledge. 

The  difcuflion  of  fads,  the  true  criterion 
of  an  author,  and  every  other  refult  of  eru- 
dition, require  only  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment, but  the  moft  brilliant  natural  talents, 
joined  to  great  application,  will  fometimes 
fall  fhort  in  enabling  an  individual  to  pub- 
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Hill  a work  thoroughly  perfed  on  any  one  dif- 
eafe,  without  he  has  had  unlimited  experience; 
keeping  his  pradical  eye  conftantly  on  their 
variety  of  fpecies,  and  their  appearances  in 
different  conflitutions.  It  is  not  all  the 
univerfities  in  the  world,  not  all  the  femi- 
naries  upon  earth  devoted  to  the  fludy  of 
phyfic,  that  can  make  an  able  praditioner. 
The  young  phyfician,  after  having  finifhed 
his  ftudies  at  thefe  places,  is  a child  when 
he  begins  to  pradife.  Few  practitioners, 
though  I fay  it,  have  had  fo  many  opportu- 
nities as  myfelf,  of  learning  thoroughly  the 
nature  of  the  malady  which  makes  the 
chief  fubjed  of  this  work,  as  well  as  many 
others  incident  to  the  human  body.  Above 
twelve  years  at  firft,  under  able  profeffors,  in- 
different parts  of  Europe — fifteen  years  of 
my  life  was  afterwards  fpent  in  the  army,  in 
my  profeffional  capacity,  the  firft  fchool  in 
the  world  for  phyfical  and  chirurgical  know- 
ledge. It’s  here  I availed  myfelf  of  every 
opportunity  that  offered,  and  with  the  afiift- 
anceofmy  colleagues,  I fpent  tiiofe  days  in 
iearch  of  proper  methods  to  fubdue  the 
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various  maladies  that  embarrafs  and  often 
deftroy  the  animal  oeconomy.  I do  not 
pretend  here  to  offer  to  the  public  a com- 
plete treatife  on  thefe  difeafes.  I have  ever 
been  averfe  to  prolixity;  and  have  often 
been  tired  out  reading  works  of  that  defcrip- 
tion.  I fhall  only  prefent  them  with  fuch 
practical  remarks  and  obfervations  which 
have  fallen  at  different  times  under  my 
notice,  being  the  fruit  of  long  practice  and 
experience. 


Practical 
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Prabtical  Obfervations,  &c: 


HE  difeafe,  which  makes  the  fub- 


jed  of  the  following  trad,  is  one  in 
which  man  kina  are  on  many  accounts  much 
interefted,  very  few  of  either  fex,  rank,  or 
condition  of  life,  being  exempt  from  it; 
the  rich,  the  poor,  the  lazy,  and  the  labo- 
rious>  are  equally  liable  to  it ; and  from  its 
being  improperly  treated,  it  produces  cer- 
tain inconveniences  to  all  who  are  affli&ed. 
Obhrudlions  in  the  urinary  pafiage  are  not 
unfrequently  the  confequence,  as  fome- 
times  to  render  the  life  of  the  patient  mife- 
rable,  and  put  it  to  the  hazard,  obliging 
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Of  Gonorrhea, 
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him  ever  after  to  have  recourfe  to  the  bougie, 
to  prevent  the  evils  formed  in  the  uri- 
nary canal,  from  doling  up  the  paffage,  by 
which  the  emiflion  of  both  the  urine  and 
femen  would  be  prevented ; which  might 
at  firffc  have  been  guarded  again  ft,  if  the 
difeafe  of  the  urinary  paffage,  with  which 
the  fufferer  was  affli&ed  previous  to  his 
obftrudlion,  had  been  properly  treated ; 
or,  in  other  words,  if  a proper  application 
had  been  made  to  the  urinary  canal,  when 
it  was  in  a ftate  of  inflammation,  proceed- 
ing from  virulent  matter,  all  the  evil  con- 
fequences  might  have  been  avoided. 

Let  it  be  confidered,  that  moft  complaints 
of  the  urinary  paffage  proceed  from  ill-ma- 
naged gonorrheas  when  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tient gets  into  the  hands  of  the  ignorant,  whp 
make  him  fwallow  a quantity  of  mercury, 
&c.  which  might,  with  as  much  propriety, 
be  given  to  a patient,  who,  with  a good 
habit  of  body,  had  a fcratch  of  a pin,  or 
ipme  other  fharp  inftrument,  upon  his  hand. 
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or  finger,  fo  as  to  caufe  inflammation,  pain, 
&c.  a poultice  applied  will  be  found  to  be 
the  belt  remedy,  and  will  foon  perform  a 
cure  without  the  help  of  any  other  medi- 
cine. If  fuch  an  application  could  be  made 
to  the  infide  of  the  urinary  paffage,  I am 
well  allured,  it  would  cure  a gonorrhea 
with  as  much  fpeed  and  fuccefs  as  the  other. 

A gonorrhoea,  or  clap,  is  a local  difeafe, 
confined  to  the  urinary  paffage  only ; it  is 
that  fpecies  of  venereal,  where  the  blood 
and  juices  are  not  affeCted ; the  glands  of 
the  urinary  paffage  become  inflamed,  by  the 
virus  lodging  on  them,  and  exciting  them, 
by  irritation,  to  a greater  fecretion  of  mucus, 
which,  from  the  inflammation  they  are  af- 
fected with,  becomes  purulent ; hence  I am 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  virulent  running  ' 
of  that  complaint,  is  nothing  more  than  an 
increafed  fecretion  of  the  mucus,  which  is  na- 
turally fecreted  by  the  glands  of  the  urethra. 

✓ 

On  differing  thofe  that  died  actually  while 
under  this  complaint,  the  difeafe  appeared 
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to  me,  to  confift  in  an  abrafion  of  the  na- 
tural mucus  of  the  urethra,  the  whole 
length  of  which  feemed  more  or  lefs  in- 
. flamed,  red,  and  highly  excoriated , the  la- 
cunae of  the  mucus  glands  enlarged,  from 
their  being  inflamed,  and  flightly  ulcerat- 
ed *.  After  this  difeoverv,  I began  to  turn 
my  thoughts  towards  making  experiments 
on  the  different  preparations  thrown  up  into 
the  part  affedted,  with  a view  to  adt  imme- 
diately on  the  difeafed  urinary  paffage,  hav- 
ing no  longer  any  doubt  of  the  difeafe  being 
local.  I was  well  convinced,  that  if  a liquid 
could  be  difeovered,  poffeffed  of  a quality 
to  remove  this  inflammation,  the  cure  would 

i 

be  foon  performed ; I had  every  opportunity 
for  this  purpofe,  having  feldom  lefs  than 
between  fifty  and  fixty  men  in  this  con- 

« This  I particularly  obferved  on  the  di/Te&ion  of  two 
men  of  the  16th  regiment  oflight  dragoons,  in  the  month 
of  January  1777,  at  Brunfwick,  in  the  Jerfeys,  North 
America ; one  was  a corporal,  the  other  private ; the 
latter  was  fhot  on  a patrolling  party  by  the  enemy,  and 
had  been  under  my  care  about  a week ; the  former  was 
killed  by  a fall  from  his  horfe,  on  the  fourth  day  after  he 
applied  to  me. 
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dition,  and  I accordingly  put  my  intention 
into  execution. — The  plantain  properly  pre- 
pared, I found  to  anfwer  this  end. 

The  ancients,  and  indeed  many  moderns, 
have  given  it  as  their  ©pinion  that  the  prof- 
tate  glands  were  the  parts  firfl  infedted  * 
but  in  this  they  laboured  under  an  egregious 
riiiflake  5 for  they  lie  too  remote,  and  can- 
not therefore  be  thought  the  parts  firfl  in- 
fedted. It  will  be  allowed  by  all  thofe  who 
have  had  much  pradtice  in  this  kind  of 
bufinefs,  that  the  diforder  takes  its  rife  from 
a contagious  liquid  communicated  from  the 
infedted  perfon,  and  it  feems  to  me  a matter 
of  impoflibility  how  fuch  a liquor  fhould 
reach  fo  inflari'tly  to  a part  fo  remote  from 
the  opening  of  the  urethra ; for  this  alone 
being  that  humour  which  the  urethra  can 
on  this  occafion  receive,  its  quantity  mufl 
needs  be  very  little,  and  its  velocity  in  pall- 
ing forwards  inconfiderable,  there  being 
neither  mufcle  nor  valve,  nor  any  other  in- 
ftrument  alledged  that  can  pofiibly  forward 
it  to  fuch  a diftance.  The  frequent  ex- 
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periments  I have  made  have  evinced  and 
confirmed  me  in  this  dodtrine.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  while  a perfon  labours  under 
a gonorrhoea,  no  liquid  proceeds  from  the 
proftate  glands,  this  is  feen  in  the  common 
pradtice  of  injections  ; for  as  they  put  a 
flop  to  a gonorrhoea,  this  fluid  mufl  necef- 
farily  reach  and  be  applied  to  the  part  af- 
fedted,  which  would  not  be  the  cafe  if  the 
glands  at  the  root  of  the  penis  were  fup- 
pofed  the  original  feat  of  this  difeafe. 

Another  very  eafy  experiment  may  be 
tried,  which  is  dec i five  (but  the  diffedtions 
I have  made  confirm  me  in  this  opinion) 
whereby  it  will  appear  to  a demonftration, 
that  in  the  time  of  a gonorrhoea,  none  of  the 
malignant  matter  is  fent  from  the  proftate 
or  parts  beyond  them.  The  experiment  is 
this,  let  the  urethra  be  compreffed  about  the 
middle  of  the  penis,  and  the  matter  con- 
tained in  it  be  fqueezed  out  from  the  length 
forward  j fo  as  to  prefs  the  penis  from  the 
pubis  to  the  nut : let  the  operation  be  re- 
peated, and  we  fhall  find  it  impracticable  to 
„ fqueeze 
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Squeeze  out  more  matter  by  the  fecond  pref- 
fure  than  the  former ; confequentjly  it  is 
evident,  that  the  pufs  difcharged  in  the  iirfb 
trial,  was  not  driven  forward  by  any  matter 
proceeding  from  the  proftate  to  the  place 
we  began  to  fqueeze  at.  This  experiment 
is  therefore  quite  inconfiftent  with  the  fup- 
portion  that  matter  is  derived  from  the 
proftate ; for,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a 
fuppofition,  the  whole  duds  of  the  urethra 
from  thence  to  the  glands  or  nut,  fhould  be 
filled  with  the  difcharge,  the  contrary  of 
which  appears  from  the  experiment.  We 
may  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  original 
feat  of  this  diforder  is  not  by  any  means  in 
the  proftate  or  their  neighbouring  parts, 
but  folely  in  the  lacunae  of  the  mucus  glands 
of  the  urinary  canal. 

But  I beg  to  be  underftood  by  my  reader?, 
that  it  is  the  fartheft  from  my  intention  to 
have  the  molt  diftant  idea  go  forth  to  the 
world,  that  thefe  parts,  viz,  the  proftate 
glands  and  their  neighbourhood  may  not  in 
the  progrefs  of  a clap  become  infeded  by 
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it,  and  be  productive  of  ferious  confer 
quences,  but  this  is  owing  to  injudicious 
treatment.  However  it  ftill  holds  true  that 
neither  of  thefe  parts  is  the  primary  feat  of 
the  diforder,  nor  the  fource  from  whence 
flows  originally  the  virulent  matter : as 
therefore  thofe  parts,  viz.  the  proftate  and 
its  neighbourhood,  are  perfectly  free  from 
the  contagion  in  the  firft  inftance  of  this 
difeale,  and  a well  adapted  injection  deflroys 
its  virulence,  great  caution  is  neceflary  at 
the  beginning  that  proper  fteps  be  taken  in 
its  management  to  prevent  the  various  evils 
which  not  unfrequentjy  attack  both  the 
prethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  which  I 
fhall  fhow  hereafter  in  rr>y  pbfervations  on 
clifeafes  of  thofe  parts.  The  urethra  is 
naturally  fupplied  by  a vifcid  fubflance,  flt 
to  defend  it  againfl:  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine*  and  fecreted  by  the  mucous  glands 
for  that  purpofe,  &c.  The  viginia  of 
women  is  likewife  furnifhed  with  many  of 
thofe  glands,  and  have  been  longer  known 
to  us  by  the  name  of  lacunae.  Now  we 
learn  from  the  nature  of  the  animal  ceco- 
, nomy, 
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no  my,  that  in  cafe  any  gland  or  excretory 
dud  be  Simulated,  the  quantity  of  liquid 
which  it  difcharges  will  be  confiderably 
augmented  by  fuch  Simulation ; and  that 
in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  Simu- 
lating force  which  the  gland  or  dudt  under- 
goes : for  inSance,  experience  foews  that  a <■ 
little  of  the  powder  of  cantharides,  or  Spanifh 
flies,  applied  to  any  part,  foon  raifes  a blif- 
ter,  and  by  its  Simulation  caufes  the  glands 
there  to  difeharge  a quantity  of  matter  greatly 
exceeding  what  would  naturally  flow  from 
the  part  by  infenflble  perfpiration.  We  And 
alfo  that  a very  minute  portion  of  this  Simu- 
lating animal  matter  as  can  be  conveyed  by 
the  blood  to  the  bladder  and  parts  of  gene- 
ration, is  fuffleient  to  produce  an  inflamma- 
tion in  thofe  parts,  to  occaflon  an  eredtion 
of  the  penis,  and  even  to  caufe  a fmart  pain 
and  heat  of  urine. 

Hence  if  fome  of  this  powder  was  laid  on 
the  urethra  or  vagina,  it  would  in  like 
manner  immediately  inflame  thofe  parts, 
produce  ulcers,  and  caufe  a confiderable  flux 
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of  liquid  not  unlike  that  attending  a gonor- 
rhoea, but  with  this  difference,  that  the  dis- 
charges would  not  equal  that  which  flows 
in  the  above  venereal  difeafe,  either  in  its 
malignancy  or  length  of  duration  : fince 
then  the  venereal  contagion  is  found  to  be 
of  an  acrimonious  corroding  quality,  it  may 
well  raife„  ulcers  in  the  urethra  and  vagina, 
ffimulate  all  the  parts  of  the  glands  affedted, 
and  caufe  as  great  an  efflux  of  liquor  as  is 
produced  by  the  cantharides,  but  the  venereal 
contagion  being  of  a more  virulent  nature 
than  cantharides,  if  fixed  in  any  part  affedt- 
ed  either  in  the  rife  or  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
temper,  produces  a greater  difcharge  of  the 
liquid  feparated  by  the  glands  than  the 
powder  of  the  flies  can  poffibly  do.  I have 
carefully  examined  the  fentiments  of  the  firft 
medical  profefTors  of  antiquity  upon  this 
fubjedl,  and  have  found  them  all  labouring 
in  darknefs  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  nature  of  the  malady  in 
queftion,  or  the  proper  means  for  curing  it. 
Even  as  late  as  the  great  Boerhaave  and 
Sydenham,  the  former  an  eminent  profef- 

lor 
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for  and  practitioner,  yet  he  feems  to  have 
been  unacquainted  with  the  mode  of  curing 
a fimple  gonorrhoea.  The  latter  * who 
was  equally  eminent  and  not  more  remark- 
able for  his  fkill  in  the  practice  of  healing, 
than  for  his  diHinguifhed  candour  and 
goodnefs  of  heart,  appears  to  me  to  have 
been  in  the  fame  predicament.  The  bed 
writer  on  this  fubjeCt  is  * Colonel  de  Vil- 
lars,  who  was  an  old  furgeon  in  the  Impe- 
rial army.  This  able  practitioner  has  thrown 
more  light  on  this  complaint  than  any  of 
his  cotemporaries.  He  was  the  frit  who 

A. 

availed  himfelf  of  the  proper  opportunities 
that  fometimes  occurs  to  difcover  the  true 
eaufe  of  it,  of  which  innumerable  in  fiances 
mu  ft  have  prefen  ted  themfelves  to  him  in 
the  army.  He  tells  us  particularly  of  dif- 
leCting  the  entire  genital  parts  of  a young 

• 

* Vide  fifth  edition  of  this  work,  page  8. 

* Colonel  de  Villars,  had  the  rank  of  a colonel  in  the 
army  conferred  upon  him  by  the  monarch,  for  his  diftin- 
guifhed  fervices.  He  was  as  good  a foldier  as  a furgeon  ; 
but  he  ftill  followed  his  profeffion,  and  was  a great  honour 
to  the  fcience. 
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officer  who  was  ffiot  through  the  brain  in 
a duel,  and  who  was  at  the  fame  time  la- 
bouring under  a mod  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

He  confeffes  before  this  difledtion  to  have 
been  quite  ignorant  in  this  branch  of  his 
profeffion,  but  after  a minute  infpedtion  of 
the  urethra  and  bladder,  together  with  the 
furrounding  parts,  he  began  to  improve 
daily  in  the  fuccefs  of  curing  his  patients. 
The  colonel  was  fo  celebrated  in  his  profef- 
fion of  the  healing  art,  as  to  be  fent  for  by 
the  different  courts  of  Europe — in  mod 
branches  of  furgery  as  well  as  phyfic.  That 
the  common  effect  of  an  acrimonious  liquid 
operating  on  any  part  of  the  human  body, 
is  a conftant  and  forcible  contraction  of  the 
veffels,  which  being  more  or  lefs  reffored  by 
the  ftrcngth  of  their  fprings,  and  the  velo- 
city of  the  liquids  that  pafs  through  them, 
on  that  account  produce  a greater  flow  of 
humours.  Hence  the  orifices  of  the  ex- 
cretory dudb,  and  the  ducts  themfelves  of 
the  lacunas,  being  ftimulated  by  the  acri- 
monious matter  communicated  in  a gonor- 
rhoea. 
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rhcea,  an  unufal  difcharge  of  the  liquids 
proceeds  from  thofe  duds,  proportional, 
cceteris  paribus , to  the  ading  power,  and  is 
the  natural  confequence  of  ftjch  a Simula- 
tion. 


It  is  my  wifh  to  give  as  minute  and  par- 
ticular a detail  of  the  fubjed  as  the  narrow 
limits  I have  confined  myfelf  to  will  admit, 
to  be  able  to  convey  fome  idea  to  my  readers, 
of  all  that  paffes  in  the  time  of  a gonorrhoea, 
whether  it  be  fidlfully  managed,  or  in  an 
improper  and  uncertain  manner.  I muff, 
therefore  add,  that  as  this  Simulating 
power  in  the  firfi  inftance,  is  the  commu- 
nicated contagion  which  is  applied  to  a part 
confiderably  more  tender  than  the  ten- 
dered: glands,  it  muS  be  obvious  that  the 
quantity  of  liquid  which  caufes  a gonorrhoea 
is  much  lefs  than  that  which  produces  an 
ulcer,  where  a quantity  of  contagious  mat- 
ter in  the  former  cafe  may  poflibly  not 
amount  to  the  thoufandth  part  of  a grain 
weight.  Farther,  as  this  Simulation  is  con- 
tinual, fo  muS  its  effeds  be  alfo,  for  which 

reafon 
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reafon  the  virulent  matter  in  this  complaint 
muft  flow  inceflantly  night  and  day,  and 
that  in  any  date  or  pofition  of  the  member 
afte&ed,  as  in  reality  we  find  it  does  : And 
what  is  if  ill  more  confiderable,  the  flow- 
ing humour  not  only  begins  its  efflux 
earlier  than  could  be  if  an  ulcer  was  firfl:  to 
be  formed,  but  is  likewife  of  that  hue,  and 
thicker  confidence,  than  any  ulcer  in  fuch  a 
cafe  could  poflibly  furniffl.  Hence  thefc 
fymptoms  make  it  manifefl,  that  this  vifcid 
humour  thus  early  appearing,  and  conftitu- 
ting  this  complaint,  is  the  liquid  of  the 

lacunas  which  may  be  obferved  in  the 
\ 

urethra,  corrupted  by  the  contagion,  as 
limply  produced  and  made  to  run  by  its 
acrimony,  and  confequently  the  urethra 

alone  muft  be  allowed  to  be  the  feat  of  a 

« 

gonorrhtea.  But  here  it  is  highly  necefiary 
to  obferve,  that  notwithflanding  the  eafe  of 
effecting  a cure  in  the  beginning  of  this  ma- 
lady, and  its  being  merely  local,  yet  if  the 
dilcharge  be  unfkilfuliy  fupprefled  without 
a proper  cure,  then  the  virulent  matter 
pafles  into  the  blood,  and  produces  a pox, 

and 
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and  not  unfrequently  numberlefs  evils  of  the 
urinary  paffage.  The  common  practice  of 
curing  this  difeafe  formerly,  and  I have 
found  fince  my  practice  in  London  that  it 
fbill  exiils,  was  to  give  mercurials  internally, 
and  a mercurial  injedlion  to  complete  the 
cure.  My  new  method  is  to  give,  inftead 
of  any  mercury  internally,  a little  extract 
of  rhubarb,  or  even  what  the  patient  pre- 
fers to  keep  his  body  open,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  apply  copiouily  the  plantain 
injection,  this  I never  found  to  fail  fince  I 
frit  made  the  difcovery,  now  upwards  of 
fourteen  years. 
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CHAP.  II. 
SECTION  I. 

The  general.  Dejign  in  curing  a Gonorrhcza, 
with  a particular  Account  of  my  direct 
Method * 

AS  I have  endeavoured*  in  the  former 
part  of  this  Section,  to  deduce  the 
feat  and  nature  of  a gonorrhoea  from  its 
fymptoms.  As  Colonel  de  Villars  very 
juftly  obferves,  that  the  grand  point  is  to 
difcover  the  caufe  of  a difeafe,  by  which  we 
are  enabled  to  attack  and  combat  the  enemy 
with  a greater  profpebt  of  fuccefs.  This 
obfervation  he  applied  to  his  own  condition, 
for  he  tells  us,  that  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life  he  had  fuffered  much  from  a venereal 
gonorrhoea,  which  he  had  laboured  under 
for  upwards  of  twelve  months ; and  al- 
though under  the  management  of  Profedor 
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Boerhaave,  whofe  pupil  he  then  was,  ye£ 
this  fimple  malady  baffled  the  fkill  of  this 
great  man,  and  the  Colonel  had  near  fallen 
a vibtim  to  the  difeafe.  He  confeffes  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  true  mode  of 
curing  this  complaint,  till  he  went  into  the 
army,  where  he  had  his  own  health  re- 
eflablifhed  by  one  of  his  colleagues.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  that  the  Colonel’s  own 
fufferings  made  him  afterwards  fo  remark- 
ably indefatigable,  in  making  fuch  inge- 
nious difcoveries  and  improvements,  with 
regard  to  treating  this  difeafe,  which  I have 
perufed  with  great  pleafure  in  his  writings. 

Without  engaging  in  any  of  the  theories 
or  hypothefes  formerly  received,  and  alfo  be- 
lieved by  many  practitioners  at  this  time, 
my  prefent  endeavour  fflall  be,  to  draw  the 
method  of  cure  from  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe, which  I have  thus  difeovered. 

This  method  muft  necefflarily  prove  the 
moil  genuine  and  fatisfabtory  3 becaufe  it 
proceeds  from  the  very  efflence  of  the  ma- 
lady 
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lady  itfelf,  whereas  all  former  methods  of 
curing  have  not  any  foundation,  either  in 
reafon  or  experience.  By  the  foregoing 
Chapter  I have  informed  my  readers,  that 
the  real  and  true  caufe  of  a gonorrhcea,  is  a 
corruption  of  natural  liquor  feoarated  from 
the  blood,  and  contained  in  the  lacunas,  the 
fharpnefs  of  which  corruption  Cumulates 
the  mouths  of  thofe  duds,  and  excites  the 
running.  But  I mufl  here  beg  leave  to  de- 
viate from  the  opinion  of  a modern  writer  * 
on  this  fubjed,  who  goes  fo  far  as  to  declare 
to  the  world,  that  a gonorrhcea  will  get  well 
of  itfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  will  run  off  in  time 
of  its  own  accord,  provided  the  quantity  of 
the  efflux  is  greater  than  the  power  of  cor- 
rupting.— This,  I prefume,  is  his  hypo- 
thecs, which  I muff  confefs  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  trud  to,  and  it  is  a pity  fuch  doc- 
trine fhoula  ever  have  been  fent  into  the 
world.  As  the  Cumulating  power  occafions 
the  difcharge  into  the  urethra,  the  lues  can- 
not enfue  in  the  time  of  a running  ; but  if 
no  remedy  is  applied  to  the  urethra,  the 
contagion  gets  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
* John  Hunter,  Efq. 
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canal,  and  will  often  make  terrible  havock; 
and  I have  known  many  in  dances  of  this  in 
the  army,  where  the  experiment  has  been 
made,  but  it  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
fufferers.  The  lues  will  mod  undoubtedly 
enfue,  if  this  difcharge  is  checked  by  im- 
proper medicines ; and  therefore  the  cure  is 
to  be  obtained  by  dedroying  the  corruption 
in  this  mucus  liquor,  and  by  encouraging 
it  to  run  off  in  its  ufual  way.  Such  is 
the  nature  of  the  application  recom- 
mended ; indead  of  giving  the  lead  check 
to  the  difcharge,  it  renders  it  many  de- 
- grees  more  plentiful  for  a few  days,  till 
the  virus  becomes  dedroyed,  and  then  it 
gradually  diminilhes,  till  all  is  right  again. 
The  medicines  to  execute  this  intention  of 
curing,  made  ufe  of  by  the  old  phyficians, 
have  been  attended  with  great  uncertainty 
and  danger ; becaufe  the  ancient  practi- 
tioners, as  well  as  many  of  the  prefent  day, 
were  not  diffidently  apprized  of  the  true 
caufe  of  this  malady.  It  is  to  this  unfkil- 
fulnefs  all  our  difappointments  are  owing, 
and  that  the  fymptoms  are  often  exafperated, 
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the  gonorrhoea  in  confequence  is  not  unfre- 
quently  followed  with  very  ferious  fymp- 
toms,  rendering  life  miferable.  And,  there- 
fore, in  purfuit  of  the  foregoing  reafonablc 
indications,  I with  to  inculcate,  as  much  as 
pofiible,  the  moft  direct  and  mod;  proper 
methods  of  cure,  by  ftating  briefly  the  con- 
ditions and  circumftances  of  the  difeafe. 

Medicines  compofed  of  mercury,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  fharpnefs  of  the  virus,  as  given 
formerly  by  old  practitioners  to  tear  out  the 
inteftines  of  the  poor  patients,  were  in  the 
highefl:  degree  abfurd ; but  it  could  not 
otherwife  be,  thefe  phyflcians  being  altoge- 
ther Grangers  to  the  nature  of  the  malady, 
and  ftill  more  fo  to  the  place  from  whence 
it  flowed,  their  hypothefis  were  but  a guefs, 
and  rather  led  them  into  a belief  of  the  im- 
poflibility  of  fuch  a method  as  here  recom- 
mended, than  to  inform  them  in  any  true 
practice.  But  as  we  are  now  convinced, 
that  the  running  liquor  comes  from  the  la- 
cuna?, which  are  at  hand,  who  can  deny, 
that  a liquid  injedted  into  the  urethra  may 
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affect  the  flowing  virus  in  the  lacunae,  and 
may  there  deflroy  the  poifon,  and  the  run- 
ning with  it  ? — The  mifchief  done  by  im- 
proper injections  is  a very  convincing  proof, 
that  the  feat  of  the  running  may  be  affeCted 
by  injections : — and  here  it  is  to  be  particu- 
larly obferved,  that  too  much  caution  can- 
not be  ufed  againfl:  improper  injections ; 
which  I have  known  to  occafion  the  lues, 
and  bring  on  pernicious  effeCts  of  many 
kinds. — -But  this  is  no  reafon  why  we  Ihould 
not  apply  ufeful  injections,  reafon  and 
experience  affuring  us,  that  the  true  method 
to  cure  a gonorrhoea  is  by  injection. 

Practitioners  will  be  careful  how  they  ex^ 
pofe  their  veracity  and  honour,  by  denying 
what  is  thus  reafonable  and  poflible,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  materials  of  an  injection  are 
adapted  to  the  difeafe,  and  our  fuccefs  has 
fhewn  the  truth  of  a fife  and  proper  one. 
Therefore, as  I have  given  many  moreinftances 
than  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  effablifli  the 
faCt  and  certainty  of  a liquid  thrown  up  into 
the  urethra,  that  will  cure  the  moff  viru- 
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lent  gonorrhoea  in  a fhort  time,  it  is  not 
neceffary  to  in  lift  upon  a matter  which  is  fo 
manifeft  and  well  known,  without  fome  real 
objections  can  be  offered  to  oppofe  it. 

As  I have  before  obferved,  that  the  mat- 
ter of  a gonorrhoea  is  the  corrupted  liquor 
of  the  lacunae ; which  matter  never  mixing 
with  the  blood,  while  properly  managed  in 
the  hands  of  a fkilful  practitioner,  but  dis- 
charging itfelf  from  the  lacuna ; hence, 
while  there  is  no  adminilfration  of  improper 
medicines,  it  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  the 
corrupted  liquor  may  be  difcharged  from 
its  corruption  in  thefe  fmall  glands,  which 
is  the  direCt  method  to  cure  a gonorrhoea. 

There  is  as  much  difference  in  the  va- 
rious kind  of  injections  as  in  other  forts  of 
medicines  ; and  here  I with  to  inculcate, 
as  much  as  in  my  power,  the  ferious  con- 
fequences  that  mull  attend  improper  in- 
jections, fuch  as  are  \)f  the  Styptic  kind 
, hence,  vitriolic,  aluminous  powders,  mer- 
cury, and  corrofive  fublimatej  or  others, 

the 
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the  urethra  may  fuffer  great  conftridtion  by 
thefe,  being  too  fharp  and  rough  for  the 
tender  pafiage,  the  worh  fymptoms  will 
fometimes  follow,  and  not  unfrequently  an 
abforption  ©f  the  poifon  into  the  blood, 
which  may  bring  on  a confirmed  lues.  I 
was  lately  confulted  by  a gentleman,  who 
had  for  fome  months  laboured  under  a fore 
throat,  for  which  the  family  furgeon  had 
attended  him,  and  made  ufe  of  the  common 
remedies  to  remove  it,  but -they  proved  in 
vain.  I perceived  the  right  tonfil  enlarged 
and  callous,  and  behind  the  uvula  feated  a 
callous  edged  ulcer ; — as  it  had  the  crite- 
rion of  venereal,  I put  fome  quefiions  to 
him,  and  he  gave  me  to  underhand,  that  it 
was  his  cuftom  to  cure  himfelf  of  common 
gonorrhoea ; and  having  had  one  but  fix 
months  back,  he  had  made  ufe  of  his  ufual 
remedy,  which  was  white  vitriol,  about  a 
a drachm  in  a quart  of-water  ; it  foon  hop- 
ped his  running,  and  he  fuppofed  himfelf  as 
well  cured  as  it  before  had  done:  but  un- 
fortunately this  gentleman  had  great  reafon 
to  regret  his  having  ever  applied  his  injec- 
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tion.  He  was  completely  poxed  in  confe- 
quence,  and  differed  much  both  in  mind 
and  body.  In  judging  of  the  fuffic'iency  of 
the  dired  method  of  curing,  the  principal 
confideration  is  about  its  efficacy,  fafety, 
and  the  time  wherein  we  are  cured,  which 
is  far  better  anfwered  by  this  method  than 
any  other ; for  the  gonorrhoea  terminates 
much  the  fooned  this  way,  and  women  are 
as  foon  cured  as  men,  which  never  is  in  the 
other  ways  of  curing.  Indeed,  women  can 
very  feldom  be  properly  cured  by  any  other 
method,  as  the  lading  difcharge,  often  with- 
out virulence  fufficiently  proves. 

The  efficacy  of  a proper  injedion  is  con- 
fpicuous  in  any  time  of  a gonorrhoea  ; and 
the  virus  of  the  running  never  increafes  after 
the  fird  udng  it;  fo  much  is  the  diarpnefs 
blunted  in  a little  time : and  therefore  the 
pradice  of  the  injedion  being  in  the  days  of 
the  increafe,  or  in  the  beginning,  the  cure 
will  be  the  quicker,  if  the  liquor  of  the 
lacunas  is  not  thicker  than  natural,  there 
being  commonly  a fmaller  quantity  of  cor- 
ruption 
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ruption  to  be  fubdued,  than  after  the  quan- 
tity is  greater.  The  quantity  of  running 
will  always  increafe,  by  the  practice  of 
diuretic  and  cathartic  medicines,  for  they 
do  not  aCt  by  correcting  the  poifon  ; hence 
the  gonorrhoea  will  increafe  by  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  its  matter,  and  cathartic  medicines 
add  their  ftimulus  to  that  of  the  running, 
whereby  the  quantity  of  the  difcharge  be- 
comes vaflly  increafed.  The  different  ope- 
rations by  the  medicines  of  both  methods 
are  very  confiderable ; the  one  correcting 
and  lubduing  the  poifon,  the  other  promot- 
ing the  running  from  it.  The  method  here 
recommended  is  not  only  the  moft  fpeedy 
and  effectual,  but  likewife  the  moft  fafe,  as 
is  evident,  by  moderating  the  fymptoms  in 
time  of  a cure,  and  the  confequences  after  a 
cure  is  performed  3 for  in  this  direCt  me- 
thod the  fharpnefs  is  deftroyed,  and  confe- 
quently  all  the  fymptoms  which  flow  from 
it  3 but  in  the  indirect  methods  the  fharp- 
nefs is  augmented,  and  the  fymptoms 
with  it. 
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If  vve  further  confider  the  fafety  of  any 
perfon  cured  of  a gonorrhoea,  this  is  far 
better  provided  for  by  the  method  here  re- 
commended, than  by  any  other,  the  defign 
in  this  being  to  deftroy  the  fharpnefs,  and 
never  to  endeavour  the  lead;  ftoppagc  any 
way,  otherwife  than  fubduing  the  caufe  of 
it  y fo  that  an  irregularity  in  life,  and  the 
virulence  of  the  poifon,  may  poffibly  make 
a longer  cure,  but  never  an  unfafe  one. 
On  the  other  hand,  I have  often  obferved  in 
thofe  who  have  employed  me,  and  who  had 
long  laboured  under  thefe  complaints,  that 
errors  in  living,  and  an  untimely  exhibition 
of  aitringent  and  balfamic  medicines,  have 
been  too  commonly  the  caufes  of  all  their 
fufferings : — and  I have  often  found  their 
blood  affedted  by  an  unfuccefsful  practice. 
In  that  cafe,  let  us  follow  the  rule  of  the 
learned  Fracoftorius,  which  well  agrees  with 
experience. 

“ Imprimus  miruin  ill ud  crat,  quod  labe  recepts, 
u Ssepe  tamen  quater  ipfa  fuum  compleverat  orbem 
“ Luna  priusj  quam  figna  fatis  manifefta  darentuiv’ 
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Thus  wc  may  fafely  conclude,  and  long 
experience  is  the  bafis  I go  upon,  that 
a gonorrhoea  will  never  be  attended  with 
ill  confequences,  when  managed  by  the 
diredt  method  recommended,  which  is  the 
moll  certain  way  of  curing  it,  and  de- 
llroying  its  acrimony ; this  being  conh- 
dered,  we  are  led  a hep  farther,  which  is, 
to  believe  that  a medicine,  which  deflroys 
the  greatefl  quantity  of  poifon,  will  more 
eafily  deftroy  the  leaft;  or,  which  is  the 
fame,  that  a proper  application  to  the  ure- 
thra is  aole  to  deftroy  the  caufe  of  a gonor- 
rhoea when  it  is  firft  communicated,  and 
does  really  cure  it  before  its  appearance,  and 
is,  in  a proper  fenfe,  a preventive  medicine. 
Through  the  courfe  of  this  argument,  it 
well  deferves  our  obfervation,  that  as  the 
whites  and  gonorrhoea  are  found  to  be 
much  alike  in  the  foregoing  theory,  fo  I 
have  found  that  they  may  be  cured  by  the 
fame  injection ; which  obfervation  renders 
my  theory  perfect,  and  fhews  the  genuine- 
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nefs  of  the  method  of  curing  a gonorrhoea ; 
and  as  both  thefe  complaints  are  produced 
by  a ftimulus  of  the  fame  liquor,  fo  both 
admit  of  the  fame  cure. 


CHAP. 


/ 


( 29  ) 


CHAP.  II. 


SECTION  I. 


Of  the  j welled  ' Tejlicle , commonly  called 
Hernia  Humor  alls. 

HIS  complaint  arifes  from  two  caufes: 


Firft,  From  the  retention  or  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  virulent  matter  of  a gonorrhoea, 
that  ought  to  flow  from  the  urethra  till  it 
is  cured.  Secondly,  From  the  virulent  ve- 
nereal miafmata,  which  infpifate  the  femen, 
and  infeft  it  in  the  fine  veflels  of  the  tefticles, 
and  thereby  retain  it  fo  that  when  the  dif- 
charge  is  by  any  means  reftrained,  the  viru- 
lent femen  that  flows  from  the  teflicles  into 
the  feminary  veficles,  and  from  them  into 
the  urethra,  being  likewife  retrained,  Huffs 
up  and  fwells  the  veflels  into  which  it  is 
driven.  The  fpermatic  veflels  become  dif- 
tended,  and  prefs  upon  the  arteries  and 
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veins  that  run  neareft  them,  which  being 
compreffed,  the  blood  preffing  on  in  a con- 
tinual ftream,  is  forced,  with  a degree  of 
violence,  againfl  the  lateral  lymphatic  vef- 
fels,  which  eafily  yielding,  it  makes  itfelf  a 
new  paifage.  In  this  manner  is  produced 
an  inflammatory  tumor  of  the  teflicles.  It 
fometimes  happens,  in  the  fecond  flage  of  a 
clap,  either  from  fome  irregularities  com- 
mitted by  the  patient,  improper  internal  me- 
dicines, or  from  the  ufe  of  baneful  injections, 
that  the  running  is  prematurely  diminifhed, 
or  totally  fupprefled  ; and  a heavinefs,  heat, 
and  fwelling  of  one  or  both  teflicles  fucceed, 
attended  with  a confiderable  degree  of  pain, 
Itretching  along  the  fpermatic  chord. 

It  is  the  epididymis  that  is  generally  firft 
attacked,  but  foon  after  the  entire  body  of 
the  tefticle  becomes  engaged.  Inflammations 
of  thefe  glands  fometimes  terminate  diffe- 
rently ; but  refolution  is  what  we  wifh  for, 
and  is  what  mofi  generally  happens,  if  v^ell 
managed.  Notwithflanding,  the  epididymis 
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will  remain  often  hard  and  knotty  for  a long 

time. 

% 

A fwelled  teflicle,  the  confequence  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  is  ever  a difagreeable  accident : as 
a local  complaint,  it  is  often  not  only  attended 
with  pain,  but  its  refolution  extremely  te- 
dious ; and  the  difcharge  being  fuppreffed, 
may  infen fibly  pafs  into  and  infed  the  gene- 
ral mafs  of  fluids.  I have  feen  ulcerated 
tonfils,  and  other  fymptoms  of  the  lues, 
but  too  frequently  arife. 

Our  grand  objed  in  the  treatment  of  a 
fwelled  teflicle  fhould  be  its  fpeedy  refolu- 
tion and  as  the  premature  fuppreffion  of 
the  running  is  the  more  general  caufe  of 
this  complaint,  no  means  ought  to  be  ne- 
gleded  to  promote  a return  of  it : but  this 
cannot  be  effected,  while  an  high  degree  of 
inflammation  prevails,  our  firfl  attention 
fnould  be  direded  to  oppofe  its  farther  pro- 
grefs,  and  take  off  its  moll  painful  effeds. 
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In  young  plethoric  fubje&s,  where  the 
pain  and  inflammation  run  high,  it  will  be 
neceflary  the  patient  fhould  be  let  blood ; 
the  quantity  and  repetition  will  depend  on 
the  acutenefs  of  the  fymptoms.  I feldom 
or  ever  found  it  neceflary  to  repeat  it.  The 
bowels  fhould  be  kept  free  with  cooling 
openers,  and  a light  cooling  emulfion  or- 
dered to  be  plentifully  drank  j and  he  fhould 
be  confined  to  bed  with  a flender  regimen. 
In  the  external  applications,  we  fhould  care- 
fully avoid  greafy  poultices,  fuch  as  the 
bread  and  milk,  with  mercurial  ointment. 
This  is  the  old  and  common  practice;  it 
keeps  up  an  erethifm  in  the  parts,  hinders 
the  freedom  of  tranfpiration,  by  hopping 
the  pores,  and  not  unfrequently  determines 
to  fuppuration,  or  at  lead  retards  refolution. 
The  two  moh  eligible  I have  experienced, 
are,  the  common  fomentation,  and  a poul- 
tice of  barley  meal.  A decodtion  of  the 
hemlock  leaves,  and  a poultice  of  the  fame 
between  whiles,  is  alio  an  excellent  applica- 
tion. By  fleadily  purfuing  this  method, 
with  proper  internals,  I have  feen  the  moll 
2 alarming 
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alarming  fwellings  of  the  tefticles  happily 
difappear,  leaving  no  veflige  of  any  difeafe 
behind  them.  Should  fo  unfortunate  an 
event  as  a fuppuration  take  place,  we  fhould 
be  careful  not  to  be  too  precipitate  in  giving 
exit  to  the  matter,  previous  to  any  difagree^ 
able  hardnefs,  being  in  fome  meafure  foft- 
ened,  and  that  the  fluctuation  appears  fo 
evident,  as  not  to  be  miflaken ; this  is  an 
accident  I have  known,  more  than  once,  to 

i 

happen  to  furgeons  of  great  eminence.  In 
making  an  incifion  in  fo  delicate  a part,  great 
eircumfpedtion  is  neceffary,  and  there  will 
feldom  be  occafion,  nor  is  it  fafe  to  extend  it 
much,  what  will  permit  the  free  exit  of  the 
matter,  and  the  eafy  application  of  dreffings 
will  be  fully  fufficient. 

Large  incifions  in  all  detached  glands, 
whofe  velTels  are  lax,  and  liable  to  dilate,  are 
attended  fometimes  with  the  wont  of  con- 
fequences. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  when  fuppu- 
ration of  thefe  parts  does  take  place,  that 
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the  matter  is  confined  to  the  integuments 
only,  and  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  not  engaged, 
this  we  fhould  be  extremely  attentive  to  dif- 
tinguifh.  If  in  the  procefs  of  the  luppura- 
tion,  the  tunica  vaginalis  fhould  flough  off, 
and  the  tefticle  become  bare,  the  fuppura- 
tion  may  affeCt  the  albuginea,  and  deftroy 
the  texture  of  that  wonderful  gland. 

Long  experience  enables  me  to  fay,  that 
in  all  fehirrous  tefticles,  the  confequence  of 
venereal  affections,  the  utmoft  circurnfpec- 
tion  is  neceffary,  previous  to  proceeding  to 
any  operation ; for  by  a prudent  adminis- 
tration of  proper  medicines,  tefticles  that 
had  been  condemned  to  extirpation,  I have 
Seen  happily  faved,  and  a cure  effected. 


I 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Indurated  or  threatening  Schirrous 
of  the  Teflicle,  &c. 

INFLAMMATIONS  and  tumors  of 
thefe  parts,  arifing  from  venereal  caufes, 
are  attended  in  many  inftances  with  ferious 
confequences  to  the  fufferer.  I have  feen 
not  only  fuppuration,  or  abfcefs,  but  dropfy, 
mortification,  fiftulous  ulcers,  callofities,  in- 
durations, termed  fchirrous,  which  not  un- 
frequently  is  difpofed  to  become  cancerous. 
As  thefe  difeafes  are  differently  circum- 
ftanced,  different  modes  of  treatment  are 
found  proper,  as  well  as  neceffary,  for  their 
relief  and  cure. 

The  pradlitoner  ought  to  be  as  expeditious 
as  pofHble  in  applying  his  remedies,  when 

E inflam- 
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inflammation  of  thefe  glands  take  place. 
Every  man  of  fcience  knows  the  means 
generally  ufed  in  thefe  cafes.  During  my 
Practice  in  the  army,  and  from  which  I 
always  found  fuccefs  when  regularly  at- 
tended to,  there  never  was  a fchirrous 
tefficle  in  confequence. — As  well  as  fomen- 
tations medicines,  of  the  cooling  kind  fhould 
be  adminiftered.  The  infenfible  perfpira- 
tion  ought  to  be  increafed  largely  over  the 
whole  body,  and  anodynes  fhould  be  occa- 
lionally  adminiftered  for  the  relief  of  pain, 
and  for  obtaining  placidnefs  and  balmy  rdf. 
But  unfortunately  for  the  patient,  the  prac- 
tice is  too  often,  to  charge  him,  as  foon  as 
poftible,  wi:h  quickftlver,  by  rubbing  his 
legs,  or  fome  part  of  his  body,  with  the 
mercurial  ointment.  This  cuftom  is  well 
known  to  almoff  every  country  barber;  but 
it  is  ufed  in  fo  indifcriminate  a manner  by 
practitioners  of  fome  note,  that  the  worfl  of 
evils  are  produced  by  it.  A confiderable 
enlargement,  tenfton,  and  induration  of  the 
teftis  itfelf  often  follows  fuch  treatment.  I 
have  often  found  the  epididymis,  and  the 
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tunica  albuginea,  upon  examination  during 
this  date,  in  many  indances,  appear  as  one 
uniform,  fmooth,  fhining,  and  didended' 
bodv  ; fometimes  the  infectious  and  venereal 

j * 

difcharge,  which  preceded  the  tumour,  will 
be  found,  either  in  a great  meafure  or  totally, 
to  difappear.  In  the  courle  of  my  practice 
I have  known  it  happen,  that  inflammation 
and  tumours  of  thefe  parts  have  arofe  at  the 
termination  of  a long  and  dangerous  fever  ; 
it  is  then  to  be  looked  upon  as  critical ; and 
fuch  methods  mud  be  purfued,  as  from  ex- 
perience we  find  are  mod  likely  to  promote 
the  formation  of  matter.  All  cataplafms, 
encouragers  of  fuppuration,  fhould  be  applied 
as  warm  as  can  be  poflibly  bore. 

i 

The  Peruvian  cortex  may  be  employed 
here  in  a proper  form  and  quantity — with 
uncommon  benefit. 

But  here  I mud  obferve,  that  the  ufe  of 
cataplafms  or  emollients  are  often  abufed 
in  fwellings  and  hardnefs  of  the  tedicles, 
arifing  from  venereal  caufes,  though  they 
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are  generally  had  recourfe  to ; which  me- 
thod of  pra&ice  ufed  fu  indifcriminately,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  attended  with  evil  confe- 
quences. 

I have  obferved,  that  the  degree  of  relax- 
ation they  bring  on  upon  the  vefiels  of  the 
tefles  and  epididymis,  naturally  prone  to  re- 
laxation, increafes  tumefaction,  and  may 
bring  on  a fuppuration,  by  no  means  pro- 
per in  thefe  cafes,  it  may  alfo  bring  on  the 
hydrocele,  or  watery  tumour- — hence  much 
will  depend  on  the  fkill  of  the  practitioner. 

When  our  internal  remedies,  and  our  ex- 
ternal applications  feem  to  fail  us,  in  the 
treatment  of  a venereal  enlargement  of  thefe 
glands,  and  not  being  able  to  rid  them  cf 
the  poifon  by  which  they  became  affeCted, 
the  difeafe  often  becomes  fixed,  a ftoney 
hardnefs  takes  place,  the  epydidimis  loon 
gets  buried  in  one  large  flinty  mafs,  infen- 
lible  to  the  touch.  To  define  this  tumour, 
named  fchirrous,  the  idea  might  perhaps  be 
bell  conveyed  by  laying,  that  it  is  occafioned 
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by  an  acrimonious  matter,  that  coagulates, 
infpiffates,  or  dries  up  the  juices  of  the 
glands  in  which  it  may  be  produced.  Thefe 
complaints  I have  feen  in  different  parts  of 
man’s  body,  as  well  as  the  tefticles,  and 
efpecially  in  the  breafts  and  womb  of  wo- 
men. They  are,  no  doubt,  produced  from 
a corruption  of  the  ballamic  and  nutritious 
juices,  which  are  coagulated  and  hardened 
by  means  of  acrid,  faline,  and  corrofive  poi- 
fons,  whether  fcorbutic,  venereal,  or  fcro- 
phulous ; this  laft  is  always  the  effedl  of  one 
of  the  former,  if  not  both 
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* Where  the  unfortunate  {late  of  the  patient  re- 
quires caftration,  from  my  repeated  experience  I muft 
recommend  to  the  operating  furgeon,  not  to  make  a 
ligature  on  the  fpermatic  chord,  for  many  lives  have 
been  loft  on  that  account ; befides,  it  is  unneceftary. 
I have  proved  this  in  feveral  inftances,  both  in  the  dif- 
eafed  tefticle  and  from  gun-fhot  wounds.  In  the  action 
of  Brandywine,  between  the  Britifti  and  Americans 
laft  war,  thiee  foldiers  of  the  regiment  to  which  I was 
furgeon  were  (hot  in  the  tefticles ; one  poor  fellow  loft 
both,  tile  other  two  loft  their  left  one.  I here  made  no 
ligature  on  the  fpermatic  veflels,  having  been  well  con- 
vinced, 
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vinced,  that  the  confequences  of  this  operation  are 
often  fatal  on  that  account.  They  all  did  well. 

1 mult  own  I cannot  help  being  much  furprifed  to 
find,  that  almoft  all  the  books  written  on  chirurgical 
operations  fliould  recommend  the  tying  up  of  the  fper- 
niatic  chord,  as  efientially  neceffary  for  performing  the 
operation  of  caftration  ; at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  minutenefs  of  the  vefiels  which  furniffi. 
the  blood,  and  the  happy  point  of  fupport,  furnifhed  by 
the  os  pubis,  are  fufficient  reafons  to  fecure  us  againft  a 
haemorrhage.  In  fine,  by  not  making  ufe  of  a ligature, 
we  pot  on]y  fecure  the  patient  from  the  danger  which 
might  follow,  but  we  likewife  free  him  from  the  pain 
infeparable  from  it,  and  avoid  cutting  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  ring,  which  fometimes  cannot  be  avoided.  It  is 
furprifing,  that  Mr.  Sharp  (who  has  erected  a tribunal 
in  chirurgical  matters  that  has  rendered  him  immortal) 
fhould  not  have  remarked,  that  a ligature  on  the  fper- 
matic  chord,  after  caftration,  is  frequently  unneceffary ; 
he  only  gives  his  opinion  (fee  his  Critical  Remarks  on 
the  prefent  State  of  Surgery,  page  144,  &c.)  that  it  is 
by  no  means  dangerous.  Rut  granting  him  that,  is 
not  its  being  ufelefs  fufficient  to  induce  practitioners  to 
lay  it  quite  afide  ? 
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SECTION  Ilf. 


Of  the  i watery  'Tumour  of  the  Teflicle , com- 
monly called  Hydrocele . 

HIS  difeafe  is  not  peculiar  to  the 


tefticles  alone,  nor  does  it  always  pro- 
ceed from  venereal  caufes  ; for  it  is  well 
known  to  thofe  converfant  in  anatomy,  that 
the  cavities  of  the  thorax,  of  the  pericar- 
dium of  the  abdomen,  and  of  the  cranium, 
are  lined  with  membranes  of  a compohtion 
refembling  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis ; and 
thefe  membranes  are  furniihed  with  ferous 
arteries,  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  tunica 
of  the  tefticle. 


They  are  alfo  fuddenly  attacked  with 
confiderable  extravafations,  proving  more  or 
lefs  inconvenient  and  dangerous  to  the  af- 
flicted ; in  a degree  proportional  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  attack,  as  well  as  to  the  im- 
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portance  of  the  part  itfelf.  Thefe  difeafes, 
when  properly  known  and  comprehended 
by  their  peculiar  figns,  which  the  man  of 
experience  will  foon  diftinguifh,  do  often 
admit  of  confiderable  relief,  and  frequently 
of  an  effectual  cure  from  manual  operations, 
which  I have  been  an  eye-witnefs  to,  in  the 
courfe  of  an  unlimited  and  extenfive  prac- 
tice. To  enable  the  unexperienced,  with  a 
degree  of  certainty,  to  know  and  diftinguifh 
toe  nydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  from 
every  other  fpecies  of  tumour  incident  to 
thefe  parts,  certain  rules  have  been  laid 
down  by  a number  of  Authors  who  have 
written  on  this  fubjetf: ; but  this  may  be 
compared  to  a beautiful  landfcape  to  the 
blind.  It  is  by  pra&ice  only,  a true  know- 
ledge of  thefe  complaints  can  be  learned. 
So  that  thofe  gentlemen  might  have  as  well 
faved  themfelves  the  trouble  and  time  loft 
in  their  defcriptions.  This  difeafe  proceeds 
moft  frequently  from  relaxation,  or  a rup- 
ture of  fome  few  of  the  adducing  lymphatic 
veftels  of  the  vaginal  coat  of  the  tefticle. 
The  tumour  at  firft  is  very  fmall,  and  not 
2 at 
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at  all  inconvenient,  or  troublefome,  during 
fuch  a mild  hate  of  the  complaint.  I have 
feen,  in  fome  conftitutions,  its  increafe 
amazingly  flow,  many  years  elapfing  from 
its  origin,  before  it  arrived  at  that  fize  to 
become  offenfive  or  troublefome  j whilft  in 
other  conftitutions,  or  where  many  lym- 
phatics of  the  adducent  or  abducent  clafs 
are  impaired,  the  circulation  becomes  inter- 
rupted, the  fwelling  increafes  very  faff:,  and 
becomes,  in  a few  months,  fo  large,  as  to 
oblige  the  afflidted  to  feek  for  relief  from 
furgery. 

The  fwelling  is  generally  free  from  pain, 
and  there  is  little  inconvenience  attending 
it,  but  fuch'  as  proceeds  from  its  fize  and 
weight.  This  freedom  from  pain  may 
readily  be  accounted  for,  not  merely  from  a 
want  of  fenfibility  of  the  coats  of  the  tefticle 
and  fcrctum,  but  from  the  gradual  diften- 
fion  which  they  have  undergone,  as  well  as 
from  the  gradual  preffure  which  the  tunica 
albuginea  has  fuflained,  and  their  being 
quite  free  from  inflammation  at  the  fame 
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time  ; but  when  it  happens,  that  this  difeafe 
is  fuddenly  brought  on,  and  that  an  inflam- 
mation and  irritation  have  preceded,  and  at- 
tend the  complaint,  the  circum fiances  are 
greatly  altered,  and  the  alteration  of  circum- 
Itances  foon  brings  on  alteration  of  fymp- 
toms ; hence  fpcedy  affiflance  from  internal 
and  external  remedies  mull  immediately  be 
had  recou rfe  to,  as  was  the  cafe  of  a young 
gentleman  wounded  with  the  point  of  a 
broken  foil  in  fencing,  flated  in  Obfervation 
XXIII.  In  the  hydrocele,  the  teflis  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  concealed  from  the  touch  : this 
may  fo  me  times  poffibly  be  the  cafe,  but  it 
will  not  often  prove  fo  to  the  man  of  expe- 
rience, who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
natural  and  exaCt  fituation  of  the  teflis.  In 
a large  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  coat,  the 
penis  is  contracted ; inflances  of  which  I 
have  often  feen,  and  to  fo  great  a degree, 
as  effectually  to  bury  the  penis,  leaving 
fcarcely  the  leaf!  veftige  of  its  exiflence.  In 
this  cafe,  much  inconvenience  in  making 
water  will  be  found  to  arife,  attended  with 
an  excoriation  of  the  fcrotum ; and  the  fuf- 
✓ fergr  - 
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ferer  in  this  ftage  of  the  tumour  is  rendered 
incapable  of  procreation.  For  the  tempo- 
rary relief  of  fome,  and  the  effectual  cure  of 
others,  who  are  attacked  with  fo  trouble- 
fome  and  irkfome  a complaint  as  the  hy- 
drocele, is  by  many  fufferers  experienced  to 
be,  there  are  two  modes  of  operating : the 
firffc  is  termed  the  palliative  method 3 the 
fecond  the  radical  one  of  treating  this  dif- 
eafe.  The  palliative  method  is  very  expe- 
ditious in  its  manner,  perfectly  fimple  3 in 
its  nature,  almofl  void  of  pain  3 and  for  the 
moft  part,  requires  little  or  no  confine- 
ment : but  unfortunately  for  the  patient, 
the  difeafe  too  often  returns  again,  and  oc- 
cafionally  demands  a repetition  of  the  like 
operation.  A fuperficial  dreffing  is  all  that 
is  required  to  the  pundtured  part  of  the 
fcrotum,  and  a bag-trufs  to  fufpend  the 
parts.  But  the  confequences  that  follow 
the  radical  method,  efientially  differ  from 
the  palliative.  This  operation  cannot  be 
fuccefsfully  done,  without  it  be  followed  by 
fome  pain,  and  inflammation  to  a certain 
degree,  which  degree  is  always  fucceeded 
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by  a greater  or  lefs  degree  of  a fy  mptoma  tic 
fever,  proportional  to  the  violence  of  pain 
the  patient  endures,  and  the  fuddennefs  and 
extenfivenefs  of  the  inflammation  that  at- 
tacks the  tunics  of  the  tefticle,  the  teftiele 
itfelf,  and  the  epididymis. 

A perfect  adhefion  of  the  vaginal  coat, 
and  the  albuginea  of  the  tefticle,  fhould 
take  place  to  fulfil  our  intention  in  this 
operation,  by  which  means  the  natural  ca- 
vity of  the  tunica  vaginalis  becomes  obli- 
terated. After  the  operation,  that  this 
change  may  be  brought  gradually  and  com- 
modioufly  about,  a quiet  horizontal  polition 
of  the  body  and  limbs  become  highly  ne- 
ceftary— an  abftenious  (lender  diet,  cooling 
medicines,  opium  occafionally,  gentle  eva- 
cuations, topical  emollient  fomentations,  fu- 
perflcial  mild  digeftive  ointments,  and  foft 
relaxing  cataplafms,  repeated  and  continued, 
for  a greater  or  lefs  length  of  time,  as  oc- 
cafion  may  be  found  to  require. 


SECTION 


Of  the  Phymofs  and  Paraphymofs . 


HE  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of  the  n- 


tain  effence  in  the  gonorrhoea,  has  in- 
duced me  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  remedy 
in  diforaers  of  the  penis,  known  by  phy- 
mofis  and  paraphymofis  $ and  it  has  always 
anfwered  my  expectations.  The  bed;  proof 
I can  give  of  what  I advance  is,  that  when 
it  is  applied  in  due  time,  there  will  never 
be  occafion  for  to  perform  the  operation. 
It  is  well  known,  there  are  different  fpecies 
of  phymofis : the  moft  fimple  confift  in  an 
inflammation  of  the  prepuce,  which  gene- 
rally proceeds  from  the  acrimony  of  the  vi- 
rulent matter,  which  oozes  from  the  canal 
of  the  urethra  in  a gonorrhoea,  and  which 
prevents  the  glans  from  being  difcovered. 
But  there  are  phymofis  complicated  with 
chancres  more  or  lefs  malignant,  and  others 
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which  threaten  the  penis  with  an  approach- 
ing gangrene.  As  to  the  paraphymofis,  no 
one  can  be  ignorant  of  its  meaning,  or  its 
bad  confequences,  although  the  name  is  de- 
rived from  the  Greek,  which  fignifies  a 
round  ligature,  and  fo  called  by  Paulus 
iEginita.  The  violent  ftrangulation  which 
it  produces,  may  put  a hop  to  the  blood  in 
its  return  to  the  penis,  give  rife  to  a gan- 
grene, if  not  a fuppreffion  of  urine,  without 
the  application  of  proper  remedies.  ’ It  is 
the  beh  practice  in  cafes  of  phymofis,  whe- 
ther with  chancres  or  not,  to  make  ufe  of 
an  injection  between  the  glans  and  prepuce, 
and  there  introduce  ftrips  of  lint  moihened 
with  the  plantain  eflence,  at  the  fame  time 
taking  care  to  bathe  the  penis  frequently 
in  it. 

By  this  method  of  treatment,  though 
fimple,  the  mod:  aflonifhing  favourable  ef- 
fects are  produced ; which  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  united,  calming,  an- 
tiphlogistic, refolving,  and  antifceptic  quali- 
ties of  this  preparation.  In  the  courle  of 

my 
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my  practice,  I have  had  ‘many"  gentlemen 
apply  to  me  in  cafes  of  phymofis,  where  not 
the  leaffc  venereal  matter  exifted,  but  pro- 
ceeding from  other  caufes. 


I had  two  patients  lately,  one  upwards  of 
fifty,  the  other  turned  of  forty,  neither  of 
whom  ever  had  been  afflicted  with  any  fpe- 
cies  of  venereal  during  their  lives.  This 
they  declared  to  me  on  their  honour,  and  I 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  them,  for  they 
were  both  gentlemen  of  ftri^t  integrity  and 
independent  fortunes.  They  wrere  both 
cured  by  correcting  their  habit,  and  produc- 
ing the  infenfible  perforation  of  the  glans, 
which  was  completely  blocked  up. 


No  arguments  can  be  fo  convincing  as 
faCts,  efpecially  as  the  mode  of  treating  thefe 

complaints  tends  to  abolifh  all  chirurgical 

\ 

operations,  both  in  the  phymofis  and  para- 
phymofis.  It  is  proper  to  obferve  in  this 
place,  that  thofe  difeafes  are  not  always  a 
fymptom  of  an  exifting  venereal ; for  it 
often  happens,  that  they  arife  from  other 

caufes ; 


m 
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fa  caufes ; it  may  often  be  obferved  In  the 
Hr  f^bnall-nny.  where  I have  feen  it  fo  great,  as 
( prevent  the  patient  from  making  water 
for  two  days,  till  relief  was  procured. 


& 
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OBSERVATION  I. 

N officer  of  the  fifth  regiment  had  a, 


very  extraordinary  phymofis : the 

glans  had  retired  back  almofi:  to  the  root 
of  the  penis ; he  fuffered  continued  and  ex- 
cruciating pains ; it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty his  urine  was  difcharged  ; a purulent, 
foetid  matter,  produced  by  chancres,  which 
occafioned  the  phymofis,  oozed  from  be- 
tween the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  and  the 
part  was  threatened  with  an  approaching 
gangrene. 

I never  faw  a worfe  cafe,  and  I doubted,  for 
fome  time,  whether  I fhould  not  recommend 
the  operation  without  lofs  of  time  : but  for- 
tunately for  him,  by  a conflant  and  regular 
application  of  the  plantain  fomentation,  and 
the  Peruvian  bark  internally,  affifted  by  a few 
antimonial  medicines,  he  was  relieved  from. 


F 
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his  dangerous  fymptoms  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty  days.  But  he  afterwards  drank  the 
Montpelier  apozein  for  a long  time,  by  way 
of  fecurity. 

\ 

OBSERVATION  II. 

A YOUNG  man,  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  enlified  into  the  fifth  regiment, 
with  a view  purpofely  to  get  cured  of  a 
phymofis,  which  he  had  laboured  under 
three  years,  arifing  from  a malignant  go- 
norrhoea ; he  was  taken  into  the  hofpital, 
and  fhortly  cured  by  the  ufe  of  die  ufual 
remedies. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

A SERJEANT  of  the  fifth  regiment 
came  to  ‘the  hofpital  with  a confiderable 
phymofis,  accompanied  with  many  chancres 
about  the  glans,  from  whence  oozed  a 
bloody  and  corrofive  matter.  The  patient 
fuffered  eonfiderably.  In  four-and-twenty 

hours  he  found  himfelf  much  relieved  by 

the 
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the  plaintain  fomentation,  refted  as  ufual, 
and  was  perfectly  well  in  lefs  than  thirty 
days. 

S'1'-  » v 

X 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

I SAW  a day-labourer  who  had  a lin- 
gular phymolis,  for  which  he  had  applied 
to  an  apothecary  and  furgeon.  Before  I 
was  called  to  fee  him,  a mortification  had 
1 1 taken  place,  which  was  fortunately  Hopped 
by  the  bark  and  fomentation — the  prepuce 
.and  part  of  the  glands  Houghed  away,  and 
he  afterwards  got  well,  with  fome  lofs  of 
fubftance. 

i 

OBSERVATION  V. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  this  city  came 
tto  conlult  me  lafi:  year  about  a phymolis, 
vwith  which  he  had  been  affiidted,  at  inter- 
nals, for  upwards  of  two  years.  He  was 
'the  more  uneafy  about  it,  as  he  would  not 
fubmit  to  any  operation,  and  was  defirous 
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to  be  married.  I found  him  to  be  of  a bad 
habit  of  body,  with  a fharp  acrimonious 
taint  in  the  fluids — when  this  was  cor- 
rected, and  his  blood  fweetened,  he  foon  got 
perfectly  well,  to  his  no  fmall  happinefs  of 
mind. 


OBSERVATION  VI. 

A GENTLEMAN  had  a phymofis* 
with  a remarkable  hardnefs  on  the  prepuce, 
for  which  he  applied  to  me,  having  laboured; 
under  it  near  twelve  months.  He  was 
cured  by  fweetening  his  blood  and  the  ufua!< 
applications. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

A GENTLEMAN  was  afflicted  with  a- 
phymofis,  accompanied  with  a fpermato- 
celle,  for  a long  time,  of  which  he  was 
cured  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  after  he 
applied  to  me* 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  VIII. 

I 

FxtraB  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Glau- 
cester,  Surgeon  of  his  Majeftys  Sixty- 
ffth  Regiment  of  Foot. 

I E juft  cured,  by  the  ufe  alone 
<of  the  plantain,  with  a little  campho- 
rated fpii  it,  a malignant  phymofis,  when 
a mortification  of  the  glans  was  appre- 

■ bended.  The  parts  were  almoft  conffantly 
kept  bathed  in  the  above  liquor.  An  old 
-officer  had  the  penis  very  much  fwelled, 
and  the  glans  likewife,  by  a phymofis  and  a 
-number  of  chancres:  the  prepuce  was  black, 
>and  thieatened  with  a gangrene,  notwith- 
standing which,  he  was  cured  in  thirty  days 

■ by  the  ufe  of  the  plantain  eflence,  now  and 
i then  fomenting,  and  the  cortex  internally, 
'Without  any  operation.” 
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OBSERVATION  IX. 

AN  artifl  made  application  to  me,  whole 
prepuce,  glans,  and  part  of  the  penis,  were 
threatened  with  a gangrene,  arifing  from  a 
phy  moils.  I cured  him  without  any  ope- 

ration, or  even  the  leaft  fcarification,  in  thefe 
alarming  circum  fiances, 

1 

OBSERVATION  X. 

A YOUNG  man  was  brought  into  the- 
hofpital  at  Chatham  garrifon,  whofe  pre- 
puce, glans,  and  part  of  the  penis,  were 
threatened  with  a mortification,  arifing  from 
a paraphymofis  y he  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
afflicfted  with  a malignant  fever.  His  deli- 
rium prevented  his  Eying  any  thing  to  us 
of  the  paraphymofis ; but  as  foon  as  he  re- 
covered his  fenfes,  he  perceived  he  had  an 
involuntary  difeharge  of  urine.  I own  I 
was  afraid  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to 
favc  the  part.  The  prepuce  was  removed, 

and 
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and  I ordered  compreftes  dipt  in  a folution 
cf  plantain  and  opium  to  be  conftantly  ap- 
plied. In  feven  days,  the  parts  loft  their 
foetid  ftench,  the  natural  moifture  returned, 
many  doughs  feparated,  and  in  the  fpace  of 
a month,  by  the  ufe  of  the  cortex,  &c.  his 
cure  was  complete. 


OBSERVATION  XL 

A GENTLEMAN  applied  to  me  for  a 
phymofis,  which  he  hadTuffered  for  a lone 
time.  The  whole  furface  of  the  glans 
was  covered  with  chancres } the  inflamma- 
tion had  been  confiderably  increafed  by  the 
improper  application  of  white  vitriol.  This 
was  foon  difperfed,  by  the  ufe  of  the  ufual 
remedies,  and  he  was  foon  freed  from  all 
other  complaints. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

, A GENTLEMAN,  who  had  a para- 
phymofis  of  an  enormous  fize,  applied  to 

f 4 ' me 
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me  for  advice.  There  was  a chancre,  which 
had  deftroyed  the  fraenum,  and  eat  away  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  prepuce.  There 
was  great  reafon  to  fear  a gangrene.  He 
was  radically  cured  by  the  ufual  remedies. 


OBSERVATION  XIII. 

A GENTLEMAN,  ’ upwards  of  fixty  ->j 
years  of  age,  applied  to  me  for  advice  in  a 
phymofis,  which  had  more  or  lefs  afHi&ed 
him  for  feveral  years.  He  declared  to  me  s 
he  never  had  a venereal  complaint  in  his 
life.  I was  well  allured  that  his  prefent 
lymptom  did  not  proceed  from  that  caufe. 
He  was  perfe&ly  cured  by  the  ufual  re- 
medies. 


OBSERVATION  XIV. 

' 

I WAS  delired,  by  an  eminent  merchant 
of  this  city,  to  examine  a paraphymofis, 
which  his  fon,  about  live  or  fix  years  of  age, 
had  been  afHidted  with  for  lome  time. 

Emollient 
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Emollient  cataplafms  had  been  tried  without 
fuccefs : thofe  of  bread  and  mil;  had  failed  ; 
I ordered  one  prepared  with  plantain. 
This  dilperfed  the  paraphymofls  in  a few 
days  time, 

i 

OBSERVATION  XV. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Glau- 
cester,  S urgeon  of  his  Majefiys  Sixty- 
fifth  Regimejit  of  Infantry. 

<e  A SERJEANT  of  our  corps,  who 
had,  for  fome  time,  been  afflided  with  a 
phymofis,  which  bid  defiance  to  the  com- 
mon applications  in  fuch  cafes.  His  penis 
was  io  inflated,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
could  ffeep  it  in  a common  iize  tumbler, 
which  was  filled  with  fomentation.  He 
was  blooded,  purged,  and  put  under  a courfe 
of  mercury;  but  this  treatment  only  leflbned 
the  inflammation, 

“ The  furpriflng  attachment  of  the  pre- 
puce to  the  glans,  together  with  an  uncom- 
mon 
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mon  rtridure,  ftill  remained,  although  he 
had  mercury  exhibited  into  the  iyftem  for 
upwards  of  twenty-one  days.  His  mouth 
became  fore,  and  he  fpit  near  three  pints  a 
day.  , 

“ Two  complaints  now  attacked  him 
ftill  more  d'fficult  to  fubdue  than  the  phy- 
mofis ; a callous  tumour  on  the  border  of 
the  prepuce,  and  two  fchirrous  chords  on 
the  glans.  This  kind  of  hardnefs  often 
affumes  a cancerous  quality,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  moil  regular  treatment — I was  ftill 
apprehenlive  of  the  confequences — I adopted 
the  practice  you  recommend — His  prepuce 
was  foon  fet  at  liberty,  and  by  the  affiftance 
of  the  apozem  his  cure  was  complete.” 

OBSERVATION  XVI. 

A POOR  coachman  was  attacked  with 
a terrible  phymofis  in  confequence  of  a go- 
norrhoea ; and  having  a jealous  wife,  through 
fear  of  the  violence  of  her  temper,  loll  his 
life.  The  unfortunate  man  concealed  it, 

although 


\ 
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although  confined  to  his  bed.  He  was  at- 

O 

tended  by  an  apothecary,  under  the  idea  of 
a fever. 

His  employer  defired  Mr.  Bromfield  and 
me  to  attend  him,  but  it  was  too  late  , a 
mortification  had  taken  place,  and  fpread  it- 
felf  as  high  as  his  abdomen.  He  took  near 
a pound  of  bark  in  three  days  but  our  re- 
medies only  put  off  the  evil  day  a little 
longer.  He  died  on  the  fifth. 

OBSERVATION  XVII. 

MANY  years  ago,  when  I was  doing 
duty  at  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Chatham,  a 
Heffian  officer  applied  to  me,  labouring 
under  a venereal  complaint,  attended  with  a 
phymolis.  He  was  lately  arrived  from. 
New  York,  and  had  been  attacked  in  his 
voyage  v/ith  a gonorrhoea.  A phymolis 
coining  on,  the  natural  paflage  for  the  urine 
became  blocked  up,  and  it- forced  itfelf  a 
way  under  the  fraenum,  through  prepuce 
and  all,  ' 

In 
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In  this  manner  he  pafled  his  urine  for 
upwards  of  fourteen  days.  I never  was 
more  aftonifhed  at  fuch  a cafe  remaining 
flationary,  without  its  fpreading  and  de- 
flioying  him,  for  he  had  taken  no  remedies, 
except  fome  purges  of  calomel,  which  was 
by  no  means  adapted  for  his  purpofe. 

• i 

Nothing  faved  this  gentleman,  but  the 
unparalleled  goodnefs  of  his  conftitution. 
He  was  cured,  in  the  ipace  of  two  months, 
in  the  ufual  way. 


OBSERVATION  XVIIL 

A GENTLEMAN  came  from  Norfolk 
to  confult  me  for  a phymofis,  which  at- 
tacked him  regularly  at  the  fpring  and  fall 
of  the  year  : — At  thele  periods  there  iflued 
a difcharge  of  acrimonious  matter  from  the 
glans,  fo  as  to  glue  the  prepuce  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  make  it  impoflible  to  denude 
it.  This  gentleman’s  fluids  were  highly 
impregnated  with  a virulent  humour.  Af.er 

he 
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he  went  through  a courfe  of  fweeteners,  it 
never  returned  again. 


OBSERVATION  XIX. 

A GENTLEMAN,  who  had  been  long 
plagued  with  a parapnymofis,  applied  to  me 
for  advice.  The  operation  had  been  per- 
formed about  fix  months  before  I faw  him  • 
but  when  healed,  the  ftridture  was  as  bad  as 
ever.  The  hot  bath  always  relieved  him 
for  the  prefen t,  but  it  foon  returned  again. 
I examined  his  urethra  with  the  attracting 
medicated  found,  a defcription  of  which 
fhall  be  given  hereafter.  This  applied  for 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  every  day,  brought 
away  large  quantities  of  acrimonious  matter 
from  the  proflate  gland  and  the  furrounding 
parts,  which,  together  with  a courfe  of 
fweeteners  internally,  made  his  cure  com- 
plete in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 


OBSER- 


» 


( 64  ) 


OBSERVATION  XX. 

A JEW  Merchant  applied  to  me  for  ad- 
vice he  had  been  for  fome  years  troubled 
with  a callous  tightnefs  at  the  root  of  the 
penis.  He  had  been  circumcifed  in  his 
youth,  and  the  remaining  prepuce  became 
fo  attached  to  the  body  of  the  penis,  as  to 
be  immoveable.  Whether  this  was  owing 
to  the  effects  of  this  cuftomary  operation, 
or  to  his  natural  bad  habit  of  body,  I will 
not  pretend  to  lay;  but  I am  of  opinion, 
it  would  have  been  better  for  him  if  it  had 
not  been  performed.  He  had  a conftant 
difcharge  of  purulent  matter  behind  the 
glans  — - this  he  was  cured  of  in  a few 
months ; but  his  other  lymptoms  he  mud: 
bear  the  remainder  of  his  life. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XXL 

' . ,/ 

IN  the  year  177  c,  when  our*  regiment 

lay  at  Peterborough,  James  Campion,  a 

brave  young  man,  about  twenty-four  years 

of  age,  enlifted  himfelf.  When  he  was 

brought  to  me  to  be  palled,  his  right  tefticle 

was  the  fize  of  a large  cocoa  nut,  with  ever/ 

lymptom  of  a confirmed  fchirrous,  which  had 

exifted  two  years,  after  a fimple  infection.  I 

obferved  to  him,  that  it  was  not  a little  fur- 

prifing  he  ventured  to  go  for  a foldier.  He 

immediately  funk  with  grief,  and  Ihedding 

tears,  not  a little  affedting,  informed  me  he 

run  away  from  the  hofpital  at  Leeds,  the  night 

previous  to  his  being  caftrated  by  thefurgeons 

in  the  morning.  I was  much  affedted  at  his 

narrative,  and  felt  for  his  condition.  Having 

made  my  report  to  General  Harcourt,  who 

% 

* Sixteenth,  or  Queen’s  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons, 
with  which  1 was  at  that  time,  acting  in  my  profeffional 
capacity. 


then 
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then  commanded  the  corps,  and  whole 
goodnefs  of  heart  is  not  Jefs  remarkable, 
than  his  great  military  achievements,  he 
expreffsd  a wilh  for  me  to  admit  him  into 
the  hofpital,  and  try  my  endeavours  to  cure 
him.  This  was  happily  effected  in  the 
fpace  of  two  months.  He  afterwards  went 
to  America  with  the  regiment.  In  the  for- 
mer editions  of  my  work,  this  cafe  is  laid 
down  in  a very  particular  manner. 


OBSERVATION  XXII . 

A PERSON  of  great  rank  in  life  ap- 
plied to  me  about  two  years  ago,  with  re- 
gard to  a fchirrou's  hardnefs  of  his  right 
tefticle,  which  he  had  laboured  under  four- 
teen months.  It  came  in  confequence  of  a 
clap  • and  what  was  fingular,  the  difeharge 
Rill  continued  copious.  He  had  ufed  mercu- 
rial fri&ions  for  ten  weeks,with  the  common 
applications  to  the  part  in  fuch  cafes,  under 
the  care  of  an  eminent  man.  I recommended 
4 the 
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the  extraft  of  the  grey  nicker,  about  ten 
grains  each  day,  and  a cataplafm  of  the 
night-fhade  to  the  difeafed  gland,  which 
cured  him  in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 


OBSERVATION  XXIII. 

ABOUT  three  years  ago,  a young  gen- 
tleman fencing  at  Mr.  Reda’s  fchool,  had  a 
foil  broke  upon  him  by  his  antagonift;  the 
point  of  it,  before  he  could  recover  himfelf 
from  his  lounge,  penetrated  through  his 
flannel  drefs,  and  made  a contufion  on  the 
inferior  point  of  the  right  tefticle.  The  fkin 
was  merely  fcratched ; however,  in  four  hours 
time  an  inflammation  came  on  fo  rapidly, 
as  to  be  the  fize  of  a large  cocoa  nut  before 
bed-time. 

Being  prefent  when  the  accident  hap- 
pened, I rendered  him  every  relief  poffible. 
In  the  fpace  of  a week  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  were  conquered,  but  a furprifing 
fluctuation  of  water  had  gathered  in  the 

G vaginal 
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vaginal  coat.  In  a few  days  more  I intro- 
duced a canula,  and  drew  off  a pint  of  clear 
water.  His  tefticle  was  fufpended.  He 
took  the  bark  for  fome  time,  which  effec- 
tually cured  him,  and  he  has  ever  fince  en- 
joyed good  health. 

OBSERVATION  XXIV. 

MANY  years  ago,  when  I was  furgeon 
to  the  military  hofpital  at  Chatham,  I was 
confulted  by  a gentleman  in  the  neighbour- 
hood relative  to  a difeafed  tefticle.  The 
fwelling  was  of  an  enormous  fize.  Per- 
ceiving it  contained  a liquid,  I determined, 
with  his  confent,  to  make  a pundture.  This 
I did  on  the  mofl  depending  part,  and  I 
extracted  near  two  pounds  of  a reddifh 
liquor. 

I then  raifed  it  with  one  hard,  and  with 
the  other  examined  the  flate  of  thefpeimatic 
veffels,  which  were  fwelled,  but  not  fchir- 
Mr.  Glaucefter,  furgeon  of  the  fixty- 

fifth 
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fifth  regiment,  who  alfo  attended,  was  of 
opinion  with  myfelf,  that  the  operation 
might  be  performed  with  fafety.  He  wras 
■ rejoiced  at  the  encouragement  we  gave  him, 
and  confented  to  have  it  done  next  morning, 
if  I would  undertake  it : for  he  was  willing 

O 

' to  undergo  it,  from  his  long-fuffering,  even 

; ir  his  life  fhould  be  in  danger. 

» 

Having  laid  open  and  differed  the  tu- 
:mour,  I detached  it  entirely  from  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  and  fpermatic  veffels,  which 
H did  not  tie  up,  but  contented  myfelf  with 
covering  them  with  dry  lint,  compreffes, 
ind  a proper  bandage,  which  was  abided 
very  much  by  the  ferviceof  Mr.  Glaucefier. 
On  the  third  day  we  took  off  the  upper 
bandages,  and  on  the  fifth  the  remainder 
fell  off.  In  five  weeks  this  gentleman  was 
perfectly  wed.  The  only  inconvenience 
toat  attended  this  operation,  was  a tumefac- 
aon  of  the  fpermatic  veffels,  which  was 
remedied  iri  two  or  three  days  by  the  cam- 
phorated fomentation. 
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OBSERVATION  XXV. 

A RECRUIT  was  brought  to  me  to 
be  pafTed ; he  was  a robuft  young  man, 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age;  his  right 
tefticle  was  of  an  enormous  lize ; previous 
to  this  ne  had  enlifted  himfelf  with  two  re- 
cruiting parties,  but  the  furgeons  would  not 
pafs  him,  on  account  of  his  tefticle,  and 
was  in  confequence  difcharged.  On  exami- 
nation, I found  it  to  be  an  amazing  hydro- 
cele: I introduced  a trocar,  and  drew  off  a 
pint  and  half  of  clear  water;  his  tefticle 
was  perfectly  found ; he  had  no  venereal 
complaint.  I kept  him  in  the  hofpital  a 
month,  where  he  got  perfectly  well.  He 
remained  in  the  garrifon  three  months  after, 
and  there  was  no  return  of  his  complaint. 
He  could  give  no  account  of  his  cafe ; he 
faid  he  did  not  remember  to  have  had  anv 
injury  done  the  part ; he  afterwards  went  to 
the  .Weft  Indies  with  the  Royals.  Surgeon 

Young 
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Young  of  that  regiment,  to  whom  I re- 
ported the  cafe,  did  me  the  favour  to  write 
:to  me  from  Jamaica,  that  this  man  never 
:had  the  leaft  return  of  his  hydrocele;  the 
'time  then  elapfed  was  four  years. 


OBSERVATION  XXVI. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a good  conflitu- 
i°n,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  applied  to 
me  in  the  utmoft  didrefs  of  mind,  on  ac- 
count of  a confiderable,  indurated,  and  uni- 
formly fmooth  tumour  of  one  of  his  tedi- 
les,  with  which  he  had  been  troubled  for 
many  months. 


He  informed  me  that  he  was  a married 
aan,  and  had  been  fo  for  the  fjpace  of  a 
ear,  and  that  he  could  not  account  for  the 
iiufe  of  his  complaint. 


I i There  was  not  the  lead  difcolouration  of 
We  ^crotum,  nor  had  he  ever  experienced 

G 3 much 
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much  pain  in  the  part,  and  this  was  at  un- 
certain intervals.  He  was  much  cad  down, 
totally  defpairing  of  any  relief,  but  from  the 
extirpation  of  the  part ; which  operation  had 
been  drongly  recommended  to  him  by  an 
experienced  furgeon  of  his  acquaintance, 
under  whole  care  he  had  been  for  three 
months.  During  this  time  he  had  freely 
ufed  mercurial  frictions  to  the  affedled  part, 
and,  at  intervals,  taken  a number  of  internal 
medicines,  but  without  effedl.*  I was  happy 
in  this  cafe,  when  I examined  minutely  into 
the  patient’s  fymptoms,  to  afford  him  great 
confolation  ^for  notwithdanding,  to  appear- 
ance, the  cafe  was  unfavourable,  I by  no 
means  confidered  it  as  hopelefs ; and  that  if 
at  lad  an  operation  Ihould  be  found  necef- 
fary,  it  might,  with  as  great  propriety,  be 
done  fome  time  hence  as  at  prefen t,  and 
with  equal  probability  of  fuccefs.  In  the 
interim,  he  might  podibly  be  fo  far  relieved, 
as  to  render  it  unnecelfary.  He  immediately 
committed  himfelf  to  my  care:  I began  by 
giving  ten  grains  of  the  extract  of  grey 
nicker  every  night,  and  the  aecodtion  or 

bark 
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bark  during  the  day  ; a fomentation  of 
hemlock  to  the  part,  and  at  intervals  a 
cataplafm  applied  to  the  gland. 

For  near  four  months  this  method  was 
purfued ; at  the  end  of  this  time  the  tu- 
mour was  removed,  and  there  remained  only 
a fmali  degree  of  hardnefs  of  the  epididymis. 
This  was  completely  difperfed  by  a plaifter 
of  mercury  and  foap.  '1  his  gentleman  has 
had  no  return  of  his  complaint,  and  now 
enjoys  a good  ftate  of  health. 

OBSERVATION  XXVII. 

ABOUT  four  years  ago  a young  gentle- 
man, twenty-two  years  of  age,  applied  to 
me,  in  company  with  his  father,  for  my 
opinion  relative  to  a diforder  in  one  of  his 
teflicles,  with  which  he  had  been  for  a great 
while  affiiCied. 

After  having  followed,  for  a confiderable 
time,  the  directions  of  a furgeon  of  emi- 
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nence,  without  any  effed,  he  was,  in  con- 
sultation, advifed  to  part  with  the  tefticle. 
With  reludance  it  appeared  he  confented 
to  the  propofition  ; but  when  the  day  was 
appointed  Sor  the  operation,  and  the  hour 
arrived,  every  thing  being  ready  Sor  the  pur- 
poSe,  the  young  gentleman,  on  a Sudden, 
was  So  intimidated,  that  he  retraded,  and 
would  not  Submit ; his  diftrefs  oS  mind  was 
very  great,  and  his  father  much  affeded. 
On  examination,  it  was  void  of  pain ; no 
discolouration  of  the  fkin,  the  Scrotum 
Smooth  and  uniform,  but  the  teldicle  hard, 
knotty,  and  irregular. 

% 

I treated  this  young  gentleman  in  the 
Same  manner  as  my  patient  in  the  lad  Ob- 
Servation,  and  it  was  attended  with  the  like 
SucceSs.  I was  happy  to  make  a cure  of 
him  in  the  Space  of  three  months,  and  he 
continues,  in  every  re/ped,  perfedly  well. 
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OBSERVATION  XXVIII. 

WHEN  I was  in  Paris  in  1788,  Monf. 
Petit,  a celebrated  furgeon,  did  me  the  fa- 
vour to  take  me  to  a patient  of  his  under 
cure  of  a hydrocele.  He  was  a gentleman 
about  forty  years  of  age.  He  had  been 
tapped  four  times  in  the  fpace  of  a year. 
After  the  laft  operation,  which  was  three 
months  before  I faw  him,  Monf.  Petit  let 
a canula,  of  his  own  conftruCtion,  remain  in 
the  aperture.  It  was  removed  every  day, 
and  the  part  dreffed.  There  had  been,  at 
intervals,  considerable  difcharges  of  water, 
but  it  could  not  now  accumulate,  for  it 
run  through  the  aperture  as  foon  as  col- 
lected. This  eminent  furgeon  adopted  this 
method,  with  a view  to  form  an  ulcer,  to 
penetrate  through  the  vaginal  coat,  and  to 
be  kept  open  till  every  appearance  of  a wa- 
tery difcharge  had  ceafed. 


I was 


I was  firuck  with  the  idea,  as  it  moft 
undoubtedly  is  an  ingenious  one.  By  pro- 
per applications  and  internal  medicines, 
Monf.  Petit  made  a cure  of  his  patient  in 
the  fpace  of  fix  months,  by  keeping  this  ar- 
tificial fifiulas  ulcer  open. 

Two  years  ago  I was  favoured  with  an 
account  of  this  cafe,  and  that  the  treatment 
turned  out  effectual,  not  the  leaffc  collection 
of  water  having  taken  place  ever  fince.  I 
am  at  prefent  treating  a gentleman  in  this 
manner,  which  I hope  will  turn  out  as  fuc- 
cefsful. 


OBSERVATION  XXIX. 

SOME  time  ago  a gentleman  applied  to 
me  for  alii  fiance  relative  to  a wafiin?  of 
his  right  tefiicle : the  fpermatic  chord  was 
greatly  relaxed,  fo  much,  that  this  tefiicle 
hung  near  four  inches  below  the  other.  A 
few  months  previous  to  this,  it  had  been 
inflamed  and  fwelled  by  a venereal  complaint. 

He 
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He  told  me  he  laboured  under  great  debi- 
litv,  and  though  a young  man  had  loft  his 
vigour.  I was  not  without  my  fears,  that 
he  was  not  perfectly  free  from  the  virus ; I 
therefore  put  him  under  a courfe  of  fweet-, 
eners  he  afterwards  took  the  cortex,  and 
by  ftrengthening  applications  to  the  part, 
in  the  fpace  of  four  months  the  tefticle  be- 
came revived,  and  he  got  in  every  refpe<ft 
perfectly  well. 


OBSERVATION  XXX. 

I WAS  lately  fent  for  by  a gentleman, 
who  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  inflam- 
matory fwelling  near  his  right  groin, attended 
with  great  pain,  which  his  apothecary,  who 
was  then  attending  him  for  a clap,  fuppofed 
was  a rupture,  and  would  require  an  opera- 
tion commonly  called  the  bubonocele.  On 
examination,  it  proved  to  be  his  tefticle, 
which  never  had  come  down  from  the  ab- 
dominal ring.  I treated  him  in  the  fame 


manner 
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manner  as  other  fwellings  of  the  te/licles 
in  iimilar  cafes,  and  he  very  foon  got  well. 
Ii  an  operation  had  been  performed  here, 
it  would  have  been  next  thing  to  murder. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

SECTION  I. 

1 

Of  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  the  at - 
tradiin^  medicated  Sound . 

AS  I fhall  have  frequent  occafion,  in 
the  following  Sections  on  the  difeafes 
of  the  urethra,  to  make  mention  of  the 
above  application,  I fhall  take  an  oppor- 
tunity in  this  place  to  give  fome  defcription 
of  it. 

. / 

It  is  to  the  Chevalier  Gerrard  the  world 
is  indebted  for  the  difeovery  of  this  admir- 
able compofition  : it  is  prepared  in  the  form 
of  a bougie,  and  introduced  into  the  urinary 
paffage  much  in  the  fame  manner.  It  is 
by  this  preparation  we  are,  now-a-days, 
enabled  to  form  a pofitive  conclusion,  whe- 
ther 
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tfcer  the  patient  has  a found  or  unfound 
urinary  paffage,  after  venereal  complaints, 
or  other  caufes.  If  introduced  into  the 
urethra,  and  remaining  there  about  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when  with- 
drawn, it  is  common  to  perceive  the  puru- 
lent matter  attached  to  it,  where  that  part 
of  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  difeafed 
glands.  This  matter  is  of  various  colours, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  malady,  fome- 
times  greenifh,  fometimes  of  a yellow  hue, 
and  at  others  white,  which  is  the  mildeft 
of  all ; but  it  not  unfrequently  happens, 
that  the  difeharge  from  foul  ulcers  is  of  a 
fanguinous  caff.  If  the  urethra  is  free  from 
difeafe,  no  fuch  appearance  will  ever  take 
place,  if  the  medicated  found  was  to  be  con- 
tinued in  it  ever  fo  long  • but  fuch  is  its 
wonderful  property,  that  if  the  urethra  is 
in  the  lead  difeafed  in  any  part  of  it,  from 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  orifice  of 
the  paflage,  this  preparation  only,  lying  in 
the  canal  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  minutes, 
on  drawing  it  out,  will  fhew  whether  the 
urethra  is,  or  is  not,  affeCted.  Its  intro- 
duction 
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duftion  is  a true  criterion,  to  afcertain  whe- 
ther or  not  there  are  any  ulcers  in  the  paf- 
fage,  or  any  of  the  glands  difeafed.  By 
the  ufe  of  it  about  twenty  or  thirty  minutes 
a day,  for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  I have 
known  the  mod;  obdinate  habitual  dran- 
guaries  cured,  which  had  for  years  baffled 
the  efforts  of  the  mod  eminent  in  the  heal- 
ing art.  The  medicines  taken  internally 
were  the  extract  of  grey  niker,  and  now  and 
then  the  wolf  s bane.  Thefe  cures  were 
performed  by  the 'property  of  the  found,  in 
attracting  the  virulent  dimulating  matter 
from  the  prodate  glands.  During  the  fird 
month,  the  difchaige  was  of  a yellow  cad, 
mixed  with  gr^en ; it  afterwards  becomes 
of  a white  cad,  gets  milder  and  milder,  till 
a cure  is  performed.  This  medicated  found 
is  alfo  endued  with  the  property  of  melting 
ordiflolving  collofi ties  in  the  urinary  canal, 
without  giving  the  lead  pain  to  the  fufferer. 

Its  quality,  in  attracting  purulent  matter 
from  any  difeafed  part  of  the  urethra,  is 
wonderful,  as  it  is  vifible  to  the  eye  on  ex- 
tracting; 
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trading  it ; for  whatever  part  of  the  urethra 
is  aifeafed,  that  part  of  the  {bund  which  comes 
in  contad  with  it  digeds  it,  and  on  being 
extraded,  is  covered  with  the  diffolved  fub- 
ftance.  Hence,  by  a regular  application  of 
the  medicated  found,  the  mod  happy  ef- 
feds  are  produced,  not  only  in  curing  thofe 
complaints  of  the  urethra,  where  they  ac- 
tually ex  id  • but  its  introdudion  for  a few 
minutes  is  a fure  criterion,  whether  any  of 
thofe  parts  are  in  the  lead  difeafed,  which 
mud  always  afford  the  patient  comfort  and 
fatisfadion.  Befides  the  introdudion  of  it, 
and  continuance  in  the  urethra,  is  attended 
with  no  kind  of  pain  whatfoever,  its  adion 
upon  the  difeafed  part  being  infenfible. 


I 
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V / 

SECTION  II. 

% 

On  the  Diforders  of  the  Urinary 

Paffage. 

THE  frequent  difeafes  of' the  urethra  to 
be  met  with  in  practice,  the  difficulty 
of  afcertaining  the  particular  feat  and  real 
caufes  of  them,  the  dangers  that  attend,  and 
numerous  obftacles  that  occur,  in  a treat- 
ment which  is  methodical,  render  an  account 
of  them  a very  effiential  part  of  the  hiftory 
of  venereal  complaints,  and  deferve  the  moil: 
ferious  attention  of  practitioners.  The  an- 

1 

cient  profeffors  of  furgery,  and  the  art  of 
"healing,  were  but  little  acquainted  with  this 
fubjeCt ; and  the  moderns,  notwithftanding 
the  light  which  they  muffc  have  acquired, 
by  the  great  difcoveries  and  improvements 
made  in  the  animal  ceconomy,  afford  no 
great  fatisfaCtion.  Guided  by  experience,  I 
have  ftudied  thefe  difeafes  with  uncommon. 

H appli- 
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application  ; I have  eagerly  feized  every  op- 
portunity to  become  acquainted  with  their 
nature,  their  fymptoms,  and  their  various 
appearances. 

I am  happy  to  lay,  that  a practice  of  a 
feries  of  years  has  enabled  me  to  form  true 

and  accurate  ideas  of  thefe  diforders.  To 

' 

be  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  difeafes 
of  the  urethra  have  been  treated  with  too 
much  brevity,  ambiguity,  or  obfcurity,  we 
need  only  read  what  hitherto  has  been  pub- 
Iifhed  on  the  fubjedt.  To  avoid  thefe  faults, 

I have  endeavoured  to  conlider  thefe  dif- 
cafes  in  every  light  of  which  they  are  fu- 
fceptible.  In  all  my  investigations,  I have 
confulted  nature  herfelf;  the  balls  of  the 
obfervations  that  compofe  the  body  of  this 
work.  We  will  always  run  lefs  rifk  of 
being  bewildered  in  our  purfuits,  when  we 
follow  the  path  pointed  out  by  her. 

m 

Several  phyficians  and  Surgeons,  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  diforders  of  the  urethra, 
give  the  improper  name  of  carnofities  to 

every 
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every  protuberance,  which  form  the  in- 
ternal Tides  of  the  tube,  projects  into  its 
cavity,  and  there  forms  obftrudlions,  that 
prevent  or  retard,  more  or  lefs,  the  difcharge 
of  the  urine.  This  name,  far  from  explain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  can  only  create 
a confufion  of  ideas,  and  throw  frefh  ob- 
fcurity  on  a fubjedt  already  involved  in  too 
much  darknefs.  In  the  early  part  of  my 
life,  when  I was  young  in  experience,  I 
will  candidly  own,  that  I laboured  under 
this  error  in  judgment;  but  the  frequent 
opportunities  I have  had  of  practice  upon 
the  living,  and  examining  minutely  the  dif- 
eaicd  uiethras,  after  death  has  long  con- 
vinced me  of  the  falfity  of  this  fuppofition. 

The  word  carnofity  conlidered  in  its  ety- 
mology, means  nothing  more  than  a fiefhy 
excrefcence,  or  a protuberance,  formed  by 
proua  defh.  Now  has  it  ever  been  demon- 
strated, that  there  is  in  the  urethra  any  one 
fiefhy  part  from  which  thefe  excrefcences  can 
arife?  1 1.  is  therefore  certain,  that  carnofi  ties  of 
the  urethra,  to  /peak  according  to  the  rigour 

-H  2 of 
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of  the  term,  which  fhould  always  be  done 
in  medical  and  chirurgical  enquiries,  have 
no  real  exigence.  But  to  take  the  word  in 
the  meaning  which  it  is  ufed  by  thefe  au- 
thors, they  are  fhill  guilty  of  an  error,  when 
they  affert,  that  carnofities  form  all  the  oh- 
fhudicns  which  choak  the  urinary  paffage. 

Some  of  the  moderns,  more  learned  than 
the  ancients,  and  the  major  part  of  their 
cotemporaries,  aflign  different  caufes  of  ob- 
ftrudions  in  the  urethra,  but  no  one  of 
them  has  lavoured  us  with  a clear,  accurate, 
and  methodical  detail  on  this  fubjed.  I 
will  endeavour  to  fupply  this  defed,  by  lay- 
ing down  five  different  kinds  of  obftrudions, 
formed  in  the  internal  parts  of  the  urethra. 
The  firfl  I fhall  call  a dwelling  of  the 
fpungy  fubftance  of  the  urethra,  which 
firetches  into  the  cavity  of  this  paflage.  But 
not  to  depart  entirely  from  the  ideas  and 
terms  ot  our  ancient,  and  a number  of  our 
modern  writers,  I fhall  call  this  fpecies  of 
cbftrudion  by  the  name  of  fpungy  carnoii- 
ties.  1 he  fecond  is  a tumour  of  the  different 

glands 
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glands  of  the  urethra  and  the  prodate  gland. 
The  third  an  exceflive  dilitation  of  the  vef- 
fels,  which  compofe  the  membrane,  with 
which  that  tube  is  lined.  The  fourth,  the 
turgid  edges  of  ulcers  formed  therein,  and 
fears  left  by  thefe  ulcers.  Fifth,  the  liga- 
ments of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  ure- 
thra. 


SECTION  III. 

Of  ObJiruShons  of  the  Urethra , commonly 
called  Spungy  Carnofities . 

did  of  the  five  fpecies  of  obdruc- 
tion  which  I mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Chapter,  is  a fweliing  of  the  fpungy 
fub fiance  of  the  urethra,  which  dretches 
into  the  cavity  of  this  paflage,  and,  as  I fhid 
before,  not  to  depart  entiiely  from  the  idea 
and  term  given  it  by  the  generality  of 
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writers  on  this  fubjedt,  let  it  be  underftood 
as  a fpungy  carncfity. 

The  knowledge  of  anatomy  enlightens 
our  mind  with  regard  to  the  true  nature  of 
the  urinary  tube,  and  teaches  us,  that  the 
thicknefs  of  it,  almoft  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  is  formed  by  a fpungy  fubftance,  that 
is,  by  the  continuity  of  numberlefs  little 
cells  communicating  with  one  another; 
that  this  fpungy  fubftance  is  lodged  between 
two  membranes,  one  of  which  forms  the 
convexity,  the  other  the  concavity,  of  the 
urethra  : that  this  concavity  is  lined  with  a 
thin  membrane,  very  fufceptible  of  ex  ten  - 
fion ; that  the  firft  part  of  the  urethra  is 
merely  membranous,  and  apparently  a con- 
tinuation of  the  coats  of  the  bladder ; that 
it  links  into  niches  all  along  the  upper  fur- 
face  of  the  prolfate,  to  which  it  is  clofely 
joined  and  adheres ; that  from  the  bottom 
of  the  cavity  of  the  urinary  tube  in  this 
part  there  arifes  an  eminence,  called  veru- 
montanum,  that  the  canal,  in  flretching  it- 
felf  out,  forms  a fecond  eminence,  which 

Cooper. 
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Cooper  calls  the  bulb  of  the  urethra ; that 
the  fpungy  fubftance,  when  it  feparates  from 
the  bulb,  grows  thiner,  and  entirely  environs 
the  urinary  tube,  which  it  accompanies  to 
the  gland,  where  this  fame  fpungy  fub- 
ftance becomes  much  larger,  that  the  little 
cells,  the  aflemblage  of  which  forms  the 
fpungy  fubftance,  always  contain  a larger 
or  fmaller  quantity  of  blood.  Laftly,  That 
as  thefe  cells  are  inflated,  the  diftenfion  of 
the  membranes  of  the  urethra,  and  efpecially 
of  that  which  lines  the  infide  of  that  tube, 
becomes  more  confiderable.  Let  us  fup- 
pofe,  that  in  a healthy  ftate,  the  adlion  of 
the  fpungy  fubftance  of  the  urethra  on  the 
membrane  that  lines  its  infide,  and  the  re- 
fiftance  of  this  membrane,  are  equal.  This 
equality  of  powers  is  a necelfary  confe- 
quence  of  the  general  laws  of  motion,  to 
which  every  part  of  the  animal  ceconomy 
is  fubjecft ; they  only  remain  invariably  in  , 
the  fttuation  affigned  them  by  nature,  be- 
paufe  detained  by  oppofite  but  equal  powers. 

H 4 
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But  this  is  very  different,  when  the 
urinary  tube  is  in  an  unnatural  Hate.  When^ 
ever  the  internal  membrane  of  this  paflage 
is  weakened  to  a certain  degree,  then  the 
fpungy  fubflance,  which  correfponds  to  the 
weak  part,  fixes  there,  a&s  againfl  fibres  too  * 
weak  to  refill,  dilates,  lengthens,  and  forces 
them  into  the  cavity  of  the  tube ; whence 
arifes  a tumour,  to  be  underftood  as  a fpungy 
carnofity.  Anxious  to  make  my  idea  on 
this  complaint  as  clear  as  pofiible,  I lhall 
have  recouife  to  the  analogy  of  an  aneu-» 
rifm. 

This  fwelling  of  an  artery  is  produced 
by  fuch  caufes  as  weakens  the  refiftance  of 
the  membianes  of  it,  either  by  incifion  or 
corrolion,  or  fome  difeafe  of  the  blood  velfel 
-it  felf. 

Hence  the  fanguinous  fluid  is  hurried  to 
the  part  where  the  fpring  is  relaxed,  dilates 

it,  and  occafic-ns  an  ancunfmal  tumour. 

• % • » 
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Thus  the  inward  coat  of  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  when  afred  upon,  is  not  al- 
ways able  to  reft  ft  the  preftiire  of  the  ex- 
ternal -coat  on  the  intermediate  cavity ; 
whence  arifes  a tumour  on  the  infide.  The 
analogy  is  the  more  perfect,  as  the  progrefs 
of  a carnofity  is  as  infenfible  as  that  of  an 
aneurifm.  The  progrefs  of  both  may  be 
retarded  by  a well -directed  com  predion, 
but  neither  can  be  totally  prevented  or  de- 
ftroyed.  When  we  refled:  on  the  fine  tex- 
ture of  the  membrane,  which  lines  the  in- 
fide of  the  urethra,  this  mode  of  accounting 
for  thefe  complaints  muft,  in  my  opinion, 
appear,  on  a little  refieddon,  in  a very  clear 
light ; on  the  want  df  a fixed  point  of  fup- 
port  on  the  fide  of  the  cavity  of  it  • on  the 
numhet  of  caufes  which  may  weaken  its 
fioies,  fuch  as  fears,  or  old  ulcers  -y  and  on 
the  facility  with  which  the  fpungy  fub- 
ftance  is  unfolded  and  dilated. 

And  thefe  obfervations  are  fupported  by 
fuch  a number  of  proofs  in  the  diffedions 
I have  made,  which  is  indeed  the  only  evi- 
dence 
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dence  that  can  be  obtained,  in  cafes  of  this 
nature,  which  does  not  admit  of  the  tefti- 
xnony  of  our  fenfes.  When  we  confider  the 
, hrft  caufes  of  carnofities,  and  other  com- 
plaints of  the  urethra,  it  requires  but  little 
penetration  to  fee,  that  they  are  occafioned 
by  obflinate  venereal  runnings,  or  by  a me- 
thod of  cure  which  confines  the  venereal 
matter,  which  is  always  the  grand  object  of 

an  able  pra&itioner  to  expel. 

••  • * ■ 

In  fuch  circumftances  is  it  poffible,  that 
the  interior  membrane  of  the  urethra,  fo 
extremely  thin  and  delicate  in  its  texture, 
fhould  be  ulcerated,  fprinkled,  wetted,  and 
penetrated,  for  a length  of  time,  with  a 
fharp,  virulent,  putrid  liquor,  making  a 
continual  impreffion  on  the  furrounding 
fibres,  without  arfedting  and  weakening  the 
parts,  efpecially  where  the  virus  has  Idng 
been  confined  ? In  thefe  places  the  little 
cells  of  the  fpungy  fubftance,  finding  but 
little  refiftance  to  their  expanlion,  will  make 
their  way  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  j 
and  by  dilating  fome  part  of  the  interior 

mem- 
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membrane,  will  form  little  membranous 
receptacles,  which  will  be  filled  with  a 
Ipungy  fubflance;  while  the  convexity  finks, 
more  or  Jefs,  into  the  cavity  of  the  tube. 
This  method  of  accounting  for  this  com- 
plaint appears  to  be  the  moft  plaufible,  as 
well  as  practical  to  me,  that  can  poflibly  be 
given  of  venereal  fpungy  carnofities.  Prior 
to  the  difcovery  of  the  attracting  medi- 
cated found,  (the  remedy  defcribed  in  the 
firfi:  Section  of  this  Chapter)  the  molt  ef- 
fectual method  in  ufe  was  the  introduction 
of  bougies  of  various  compofitions  into  the 
urethra ; and  being  wore  for  fome  time, 
great  eafe  was  often  given  to  the  patient : 
but  the  cure  was  only  palliative;  the  fymp- 
toms  foon  returned,  and  the  bougies  never 
effected  a radical  cure.  However,  they  mi- 
tigated the  fymptoms  for  a confiderable 
time,  and  procured  a freer  difcharge  of 
urine.  Thefe  effects  mufl  be  afcribed  to 
the  weight  of  the  folid  body,  which  pref- 
fing  upon  the  carnofities,  flattened  and  re- 
duced their  bulk.  Thefe  tumours,  there-  . 
fore,  mufl  be  of  fuch  a nature,  as  to  yield 

to 
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to  the  preflure  of  a hard  body,  a quality 
very  obfervable  in  fpungy  carnofities. 

What,  in  reality,  can  be  more  natural, 
than  to  fuppofe,  that 'fpungy  globules,  co- 
vered with  a thin  membrane,  fhould  eafily 
yield  under  the  preflure  of  a folid  body  ? 
Thus  we  may  eafily  explain  all  the  pheno- 
mena which  accompanied  the  method  of 
cure  by  bougies  in  general,  and  account  for 
the  hidden  removal  of  the  fymptoms  with 
which  thefe  complaints  are  frequently  at- 
tended. 

But  the  conflant  return  of  the  malady, 
w hich  I have  obferved  on  intermitting  the 
ufe  of  the  common  bougies,  affords  a de- 
monflrable  proof  of  the  exiflence  of  thefe 
fpungy  elaftic  tumours.  It  is  true,  they 
had  yielded  to  the  preflure  of  the  folid  body; 
the  little  fpungy  cells  had  retired  into  their 
natural  fltuation the  membrane  that  co- 
vered them  was  funk;  the  bougie  repeatedly 
applied  and  held  in  the  paflage,  had  effec- 
tually comprefled  their  remains ; hence  pre- 
fen t 
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fent  eafe  was  given,  and  the  patient  made 
happy  of  having  a radical  care  : but  a little 
excefs  afterwards  difappointed  him  in  this 
fond  affurance. 

Accidental  caufes  not  unfrequently  con- 
tribute to  the  rarefaction  of  the  blood,  ac- 
celerate the  velocity  of  its  motion  towards 
the  fpungy  fubflance  of  the  urethra,  or  in- 
creafe  its  volume.  From  this  moment  the 
: little  cells  are  dilated,  and  forces  the  weak 
i membrane  into  the  cavity  of  the  tube,  enters 
theuietnra  again  with  it,  and  reproduces 
!the  fpungy  tumour. 

Such  is  the  courfe  of  natural  caufes, 

which  the  man  of  fcience  can  never  niif- 
ttake. 

The  number  of  dead  bodies,  which  I 
aave  difledted,  whofe  urinary  paffages,  to 
:be  day  of  their  death,  had  been  troubled 
with  thefe  fpungy  carnofnies,  has  long 

given  me  a pofitive  proof  of  the  true  nature 
>f  them. 


I have 
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I have  fometimes  been  furprized  in  fomc 
urethras,  that  I have  opened  after  death,  to 
find  not  the  lead  remains  of  tumour  or  ob- 
ftrudtion  in  the  paffage,  which  could  have 
given  occafion  to  the  fymptoms  I have  ob- 
ferved  during  their  life. 

However,  a little  reflection  foon  removed 
my  furprize.  It  is  very  evident,  that  while 
the  patient  is  alive,  the  blood  continually 
impelled  towards  the  fpungy  fubftance  of 
the  urethra,  enters  the  little  cells  which 
forms  the  internal  fubftance  of  the  carno- 

i 

fities,  more  or  lefs  diftended ; but  at  the 
approach  of  death,  ,the  circulation  of  the 
blood  decreafing  gradually,  and  the  vital 
powers  which  gave  motion  to  the  fluids 
being  weakened,  the  little  cells  are  naturally 
emptied,  funk  by  their  own  weight,  and  re- 
turned into  their  natural  fituation*  But 
here  I beg  to  be  underflood,  that  this  difap- 
pea  ranee  can  only  happen  where  thefe  tu- 
mours are  of  fhort  duration : for  when  the 
matter  lias  gathered  for  fome  time  into  the 
little  cells  of  the  carnofities,  it  gets  thick 

and 
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and  hard,  and  cannot  be  radically  diffolved* 
without  the  application  of  the  attracting 
medicated  found. 


The  reafons  I have  afligned  as  the  grounds 
of  my  opinion,  on  the  formation  of  fpungv 
carnolities  in  the  urethra,  overthrow  the 
lyftem  of  thofe  who  rank  in  the  clafs  of 
carnolities,  fchirrous  glands  of  the  urethra, 
hardened  fears,  and  callous  borders  of  ulcers 
in  the  parts.  Thefe  are  certainly  obftruc- 
*i° ns  formed  in  the  urethra ; but  there  is, 
as  I fhall  make  appear  hereafter,  an  ellential 
.difference  between  them  and  the  fpungy 
(Carnofties,  which  make  the  fubjeCt  of  this 
Section.  1 fhall  therefore  proceed  to  a 
:more  interefting  detail. 

Every  practitioner  mult  have  oblerved 
ffrequent  variations  in  the  volume  of  carno- 
Tities  in  the  urethra. 

i 

They  are  fometimes  extremely  fmall, 
Sometimes  of  a moderate  fize,  and  at  other 
rfimes  fo  very  large,  that  they  entirely  ob- 

ftruCt 
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jflrudl  the  paffage.  This  difference  of  fize 
is  owing  to  the  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of 
fpungy  fubftance  that  enters  it.  In  a pam- 
phlet I published  a few  years  ago,  I quoted 
an  obfervation  fo  fingular,  that  it  would 
fcarce  have  obtained  any  credit,  if  I had  not 
received  it  from  an  author,  whofe  great  can- 
dour and  profeffional  talents  had  placed  him 
out  of  the  reach  of  every  fufpicion.  This 
obfervation  contained  an  account  of  a car- 
nofity,  which,  according  to  the  late  Profeffor 
Cleghorn,  of  the  college  of  Dublin,  fome- 
times  ftretched  to  fuch  a length,  that  it  ap- 
peared out  of  the  urethra.  The  patient  was 
a Serjeant  in  the  twenty-fecond  regiment  of 
foot,  to  which  the  learned  Profeffor  was 
then  Surgeon.  When  it  happened  out  of 
the  urethra,  Mr.  Cleghorn  told  me  he  ufed 
to  cut  it  off.  This  was  a fpecies  of  carno- 
fity  of  a very  fingular  nature.  Sometimes  a 
fmgle  carnofity  obftrudts  the  urethra,  at  other 
times  feveral  concur  to  produce  this  effedt. 

I have  feen  patients,  in  whom  the  whole 
pafi age  was  crouded  with  them  ; wheie 

there  are  many,  they  are  either  fet  very 

thick, 
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thick,  and  heaped  together,  or  form  a line 
at  fome  didance  from  each  other.  Spungy 
carnofities  may  arife  indifcriminately  in  any 
paitof  the  urinary  padage,  experience  has 
convinced  me,  that  they  are  generally  feated 
in  the  foffae  navieularis,  towards  the  lower 
end  of  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  near  the 
verumantanum,  yet  they  are  not  unfre- 
quentiy  to  be  found  in  the  membraneous 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  lies  along  the 
prodate  gland. 

Some  of  thefe  complaints  are  recent,  and 
others  c f longer  /landing  : the  firfl  is  owing 
(as  before  obferved)  to  an  inflation  of  the 
fpungy  iubdance,  forced,  with  its  mem- 
branous cover,  into  the  cavity  of  the  ure- 
thra ; they  are  loft,  flexible,  and  fulceptible 
of  relolution  ; the  others  are  more  or  lefs 
hard,  callous,  and  if  capable  of  relolution, 
it  requires  a length  of  time,  and  a well 
adapted  application  to  the  part. 

1 he  blood  contained  in  the  fpungy  fub- 
‘ftance  in  recent  carnofities,  is  Hill  in  a ftate 

l of 


of  fluidity,  and  the  little  membranes,  of 
which  they  are  compofed,  are  nearly  as  fup- 
ple  as  ever : but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  car- 
noflties  of  a long  date,  the  blood  is  thick- 
ened, fixed,  and  hardened ; the  folid  parts 
adhere  firmly,  are  dried,  and  have  loft  their 
flexibility. 

Thefe  complaints,  like  many  others  in- 
cident to  the  human  body,  have  their  courfe. 
At  firft  the  patient  fcarce  knows  he  is  at- 
tacked : the  progrefs  of  the  tumour  may  be 
remarkably  flow  or  rapid ; when  it  begins 
to  fix  itfelf,  the  patient’s  fears  are  then 
awakened,  and  he  begins  to  feel  fome  of 
thofe  alarming  fymptoms  of  which  I mean 
uO  give  a detail. 

The  venereal  poifon  is  certainly  the  moll 
common  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes  in  the  ure- 
thra : they  often  follow  claps  of  a bad  fort, 
when  ftubborn,  negleded,  or  ill-managed ; 
or  ill-treated  ulcers  of  the  paflage.  They 
fometimes  do  not  appear  till  feveral  yeais 

after  the  venereal  ppifon  is  apparently  done 

away ; 
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1 .way ; at  other  times  they  make  their  at- 
ack  much  fooner;  fometimes  I have  known 
.hem  to  accompany  the  venereal  difeafe  it- 
cslf ; they  mud  then  both  be  treated  at  the 
nme  time,  which  renders  the  cafe  compli- 
.atedj  but  we  are  by  no  means  always  to 
onclude,  that  the  caufes  of  obllruCtions  in 
lhe  urethra  are  always  venereal.  Such  a 
conclufion  can  only  be  dictated  by  igno- 
ance,  or  an  ungenerous  motive. 

I have  often  been  called  to  patients 
l7ho  were  troubled  with  carnohties  in  the 
rrethra,  though  they  had  never  had  the  ve- 
tereal  diieafe ; and  indeed  nothing  more  is 
squired  to  proauce  them,  than  a refi  dance 
if  any  part  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
rrethia,  unequal  to  the'prefTu re  of  thefpungy 
ubdance  correfponding  to  it. 

TThe  internal  application  of  the  attracting 
uedicated  found  to  the  urethra,  is  the  true 
uethod  to  afcertain  the  exigence  of  carno- 
'ties;  their  number,  fize,  and  fjtuation, 
nay  be  exactly  known  by  this  application. 

J The 
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The  practitioner  will  he  able  to  difcover 
their  caufes,  by  attending  to  the  account 
the  patient  gives  him,  and  by  informing 
himfelf  whether  he  ever  had,  or  now  has, 
any  degree  of  the  venereal  difeafe  upon  him. 
It  will  be  eafy  to  conclude  from  the  effe&s, 
that  the  urinary  paffage  cannot  be  con- 
traded  by  carnofities,  without  bringing  oil 
lymptoms  proportionally  violent.  Patients, 
who  labour  under  thefe  complaints,  are 
often  troubled  with  a difficulty  in  making 
water,  accompanied  with  heat  and  fharp 
pains ; their  urine  is  often  muddy,  red, 
fometimes  bloody,  thick,  and  frequently 
depoffis  a fediment,  which  might  be  mis- 
taken for  purulent  matter;  the  bladder  con- 
tains a mucus,  which  the  patient  cannot 
get  rid  of,  without  as  many  efforts  as  if  he 
had  the  fione. 

He  is  fometimes  troubled  with  a con- 
tinual inclination  to  make  water,  while  a few 
drops  only  come  from  him.  A lois  of  the 
retentive  faculty  is  often  the  confequence  of 
obffruClions  feated  near  the  neck  of  theJ 

bladder. 
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bladder,  unlefs  a proper  application  is  made 
to  the  difeafed  part,  with  the  ufe  of  internal 
remedies. 

Thefe  patients  frequently  let  fall  fome 
-drops  which  fpoil  the  linen ; and  this  is 
^al ways  the  cafe,  when  more  carnofities  than 
(.one  are  placed  at  certain  diftances  from  each 
cother.  Sometimes  the  urine,  carried  beyond 
tthe  fphinder  of  the  bladder,  but  there  con- 
fined  by  carnolities,  preffes  on  the  Tides  of 
t:he  canal,  and  opens  a new  paffage,  and  oc- 
::afions  Mulas.  The  mod;  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  this  complaint,  when  not  pro- 
.oerly  attended  to,  is  a total  fuppreffion  of 
urine ; and  then  the  urinary  paflao'e  be— 

• :omes  fometimes  fo  fhut,  as  to  bid  defiance 
o the  introduction  of  every  inflrument  for 
relief. 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  nothing  remains 
loow  for  the  fafety  of  the  patient  but  the 
juncture  in  perinaso;  and  this  operation 
a forlor  hope  : but  as  death  is  now  quite 
leviable,  it  ought  to  be  performed  at  any 

J 3 rate 
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rate  to  give  him  a chance  * ; for  as  the 
urine  cannot  pafs  through  the  common 
duct,  it  lodges  in  the  cavity  of  the  bladder, 
accumulates,  dilates  the  fides,  acquires  a 
Violent  degree  of  fharpnefs,  irritates  and 
Wounds  the  internal  membrane,  and  caufes 
an  inflammation,  which  muft  foon  end  in  a 
mortification.  To  all  this  muft  be  added 
the  reflux  of  the  urine  into  the  mafs  of 
blood,  in  cafe  the  unhappy  fufferer  fhould 
be  able,  for  a fhort  time,  to  bear  with  the 
difeafe.  Nothing  lefs  than  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  thefe  complaints 
in  the  urethra,  and  a particular  attention  to 
every  fymptom,  however  flight  in  appear- 
ance, can  enable  the  furgeon  to  form  a well 
grounded  judgment  on  the  pofiibility  of  the 
cure,  of  the  duration  of  the  difeafe,  or  the 
accidents  which  may  probably  attend  its 
progrefs.  Hence  we  may  conclude,  that 
the  earlier  an  application  is  made  for 
relief,  happy  will  it  be  for  the  patient. 

* We  may  then  fay  with  the  Poet, 

“ Thus  far  we  have  done  our  duty, 

<c  The  reft  we  leave  to  Heaven. 
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This  (hould  be  done  whenever  he  finds  the 
lead:  fufpicious  fy  mptom  in  the  urinary  tube* 
Serious  confequences  may  then  be  prevented 
—or  perhaps  fpinning  out  a miferable  ex- 
ifience* 
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OBSERVATION  XXXL 

I ■ 

On  a Dyfnry , with  Excrejccnces  in  the 

Urethra . 

/ • \ J785-  i 

IN  the  year  1784,  a gentleman  came  \ 
from  Norfolk  to  confult  me  relative  to  a 
dyfnry,  and  other  affections  of  the  urethra, 
which  had  cruelly  tormented  him  for  fe- 
deral years,  the  confequence  of  repeated  go- 
norrhoeas, which  he  had  never  been  able  to 
get  rid  of.  He  had  constantly  a purulent  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra,  and  his  dyfury  fre- 
quently degenerated  into  a total  fuppreffion, 
which  was,  as  is  cuftomary,  attended  with 
a violent  fever,  great  reftleffnefs,  tendon  of 
the  lower  belly,  a reflux  of  urine,  which 
occafioned  faintnefs,  and  Sometimes  vomit- 
ing, with  a lethargic  difpofition  ; at  others 
a delirium,  and  many  other  Symptoms, 
which  expofed  the  patient  to  imminent 
danger.  I believe  his  youth  and  a good 
conflitution,  Saved  his  life;  but  it  would 
be  great  raShnefs  to  depend  always  upon 

con- 
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thefe.  The  fir  ft  excrefcences,  which  was 
fiat  and  Jong,  was  iituated  near  the  mid* 
die  of  the  urethra ; the  other  near  the 
verumontanum,  which  was  ulcerated,  and 
fupplied  the  virulent  difcharge,  which  he 
had  never  been  able  to  get  rid  of  before  his 
application  to  me.  A few  years  after  I met 
with  this  gentleman  in  Paris,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  health  which  I had  the  hap* 
pinefs  to  procure  him. 


OBSERVATION  XXXII. 

. > 

On  a Difficulty  of  making  Urine,  i with  a 
dijeafed  Bladder . 

A GENTLEMAN,  turned  of  fifty  years, 
made  application  to  me  in  1784,  having 
been  troubled  many  years  with  a great  diffi- 
culty in  making  water  he  had  a virulent 
difcharge,  the  remains  of  an  old  gonorrhoea, 
and  a frequent  provocation  to  urine*  The 
two  firft  complaints,  which  were  owing  to 
two  carnofities  fmiated  near  the  veamiunta- 
hum,  he  was  cured  ol  in  the  ipace  ol  two 

months. 
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months,  by  the  application  of  the  found  and 
the  extract  of  the  nicker  and  aconite — but 
his  frequent  inclination  to  make  water, 
which  I difcovtred  afterwards,  proceeded 
from  a difeafed  bladder,  remained  in  fpite  of 
all  my  fkill. 


OBSERVATION  XXXIII. 

On  a painful  Tenfon  of  the  Urethra , from 
the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  to  the  Gians . 

A GENTLEMAN  confulted  me  in  the 
year  1785,  who,  after  having  been  appa- 
rently cured  of  an  obftinate  virulent  run- 
ning, in  about  a year  after  was  attacked 
with  a frequent  irritation  to  make  water, 
which  deprived  him  completely  of  the  en- 
joyments of  life.  The  urine  was  attended 
with  a (harp  fenfation  of  pain,  and  a violent 
tendon  fucceeded  it  from  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  to  the  orifice  of  the  paflage.  His 
water  was  fometimes  muddy  and  foetid ; he 
was  a temperate  liver,  having  drank  nothing 
Wronger  than  fmall  beer  for  a long  time.  I 

found 
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found  in  his  urethra  an  ulcer  and  fungusex- 
crefcencts,  that  were  flat  and  long,  between 
the  excretory  duocts  of  the  feminal  veflels,  and 
thole  of  Cow  per  *s  glands.  The  found  was 
applied  at  intervals  for  near  three  months, 
which  brought  away  prodigious  quantities 
of  foetid  fames  matter  attacned  to  it  after 
every  application.  This  gentleman  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  be  reflored  to  his  prifline  / 
health,  and  to  return  to  his  ufual  way  of 
life. 

OBSERVATION  XXXIV. 

On  a Suppreffion  of  Urine , attended  with 
the  ufual  Symptoms . 

t785- 

A COUNTRY  Gentleman,  who  had 
laboured  under  a gonorrhoea  upwards  of 
eight  months,  and  whofecure  was  attempted 
by  internal  mercurials,  was  attacked  three 
times  with  a fuppreflion  of  urine.  He  came 
to  town  for  my  advice.  I found  it  was 
occafioned  by  a fwelling  of  fpungy  flefh, 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  paifage,  and 


\ 
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was  the  effeCt  of  his  gonorrhoea.  It  en- 
tirely gave  way  to  the  application  of  the 
found.  The  remains  of  his  gonorrhoea  was 
afterwards  foon  cured  by  the  injection. 


OBSERVATION  XXXV. 

On  a Urethral  Complaint. 

. ' i785- 

A COMMERCIAL  Gentleman  com- 
plained to  me  of  a pricking  pain  within  the 
urethra,  and  a very  painful  eruption  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  root  of  the  penis.  He  had 
ufed  a number  of  remedies  to  no  purpofe ; 
he  did  not  look  upon  them  as  the  confe- 
quence  of  an  old  gonorrhoea,  which  had 
been  prematurely  flopped  by  the  ufe  of  in- 
jections ; but  having  demonflrated  to  him 
that  there  was  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra,  oppo- 
fite  exaCtly  to  the  eruption  and  pricking 
pain,  he  put  himfelf  under  my  care,  and 
was  cured  in  two  months. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XXXVI. 

An  obtufe  Pain  in  the  Urethra , with  the 
Urine  fometimes  forked . 

17S5. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a melancholy 
difpofition  had  taken  a large  quantity  of 
mercury,  for  an  infection  he  imagined  him- 
felf  to  labour  under,  on  account  of  fome 
wandering  pains  throughout  his  body,  and 
fome  other  little  complaints,  whidh  came 
on  after  a gonorrhoea,  which  feemed  to  have 
been  cured  long  ago.  When  he  applied  to 
me,  he  complained  only  of  an  obtufe  pain 
now  and  then  in  the  urethra,  and  his  urine 
frequently  came  away  forked.  I found 
three  fordid  ulcers : the  firft  in  the  beginning 
of  the  paifage,  the  fecond  in  the  middle, 
and  the  third  on  the  excretory  dudts  of  the 
feminal  veiTels.  They  were  all  healed  in 
the  fpace  two  months.  He  afterwards  en- 
joyed perfect  health,  being  entirely  freed 
from  the  gloomy  melancholy  which  had  fo 
long  afflicted  him. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XXXVII. 

G?2  Larnojities  oj ' the  Canal r,  which  were  not 
owing  to  any  Venereal  Caufe. 

*786. 

I MET  with  a country  gentleman,  who, 
for  the  laft  feven  years,  had  been  troubled 
with  carnofities  in  the  urethra,  which  were 
not  owing  to  any  venereal  caufe.  He  made 
ufe  of  the  attracting  medicated  found  for 
three  months,  which  had  the  defired  effect. 
In  the  coune  of  a Jong  practice  1 have  met 
with  the  like  cafes,  where  there  was  not 
the  leaft  reafon  to  fufpect  the  caufe  above- 
mentioned. 

OBSERVATION  XXXVIII. 

On  a Swelling  of  the  Perinceum  of  the  Size 

of  a Jmall  Egg , and  Carnofities  in  the 

Urinary  Canal , 

1786. 

MR.  BROMFIELD  accompanied  me 
to  fee  an  elderly  gentleman,  who  had,  for 

* The  late  William  Bromfield,  Efcj.  of  Conduit- 
flrcet,  who,  with  brilliant  talents  in  his  profeflioq, 
blended  the  character  of  a gentleman,  and  whofe  Jofs  to 
fociety  will  be  long  regretted. 


about 
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about  fix  months,  been  troubled  with  a 
fwelling  on  the  perinasum  of  the  fize  of  a 
fmall  egg,  and  with  carnofities  in  the  ure- 
thra, which  had  frequently  occafic-ned  a re- 
tention of  urine.  Several  of  the  profeffion 
had  endeavoured  to  remove  the  fwelling. 
He  applied  to  me  for  advice.  Mr.  Brom- 
lield  coincided  with  me  in  opinion,  to 
apply  the  found,  with  a view  to  diffolve 
the  carnofities,  and  a cataplafm  of  hem- 
lock three  times  a day  to  the  tumour.  In 
about  two  months  he  was  cured  of  both, 
though  the  fwelling  was  fo  indurated,  that 
it  really  had  every  appearance  of  a fchirrous. 
I have  often  met  with  very  confiderable  tu- 
mours of  this  kind,  which  I have  been 
obliged  to  attack  internally,  to  correft  the 
habit,  as  well  as  external  applications  *. 

OBSER- 
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* Thefe  tumours  are  lefs  dangerous  than  fwellings  of 
the  proftate  gland.  I have  always  declined  the  ufe 
of  thofe  applications  which  tend  to  fuppurate  the  matter. 
A tumour  of  the  proftate  gland  is  one  of  the  moll  cri- 
tical and  dangerous  complaints  of  the  urethra  j the  cure 

will 
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OBSERVATION  XXXIX, 

On  a purulent  Abfcefs  of  the  profiat e Gland . 

1786. 

I WAS  fcnt  for  by  Mr.  Inman,  an  emi- 
nent furgeon  at  Colchefter,  to  vidt  a gen- 
tleman who  had  a purulent  gathering  in  the 
proflate  gland,  from  whence  the  fuppura- 
tion  fpread  itfelf  into  the  neighbouring 
parts,  viz.  the  fundament  and  perineum. 

will  much  depend  on  the  vicious  ftate  of  the  liquor  con- 
tained in  the  veflels  of  this  gland  : If  it  is  fchirrous, 
the  cure  cannot  be  performed  by  common  bougies  or 
hemlock,  in  everfo  large  quantities;  belldes,  the  caufe 
is  fometimes  not  venereal ; but  when  the  levan  is  of  a 
malignant  nature,  the  extra#  of  grey  nicker,  with  a 
decoCtion  of  the  fame,  may  change  the  Hate  of  this 
gland,  which  the  attracting  found  will  contribute  to 
bring  about,  particularly  before  the  gland  has  acquired 
a fufficient  degree  of  hardnefs.  Much  will  depend  here 
upon  the  fkill  of  the  practitioner  to  form  a right  judgment 
of  the  cafe. 


The 
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The  diftance  was  fo  great,  it  required  fome 
time  to  perform  the  journey  to  and  fro  ; his 
condition  was  ferious,  not  only  from  the 
fuppuration  about  this  gland,  but  from  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  urine.  My  advice  was 
to  clear  the  paffage  as  foon  as  poffible ; and 
our  patient  was  obliged  to  be  put  into  a hot 
bath,  to  help  us  to  gain  the  wifhed  for  end. 
This  gentleman  obtained  a perfect  cure  in 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  under  the  care 
and  direction  of  furgeon  Inman. 


OBSERVATION  XL. 

On  a 'Retention  of  Urine , occafioned  by  the 
- Tumefaction  of  the  proftate  Gland . 

1786. 

I WAS  fent  for  by  a man  of  rank  about 
fix  miles  from  town,  near  threefcore  years 
old;  his  complaint  was  a retention  of  urine. 
As  foon  as  I arrived,  I defired  leave  to  exa- 
mine the  urethra ; I found  an  unfurmount- 
able  obftacle  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 

K which 


( n6  ) 

which  prevented  the  flow  of  urine.  The 
various  attempts  I made  at  different  times 
to  draw  it  off,  all  proved  fruitlefs  every 
external  application,  and  every  internal  me- 
dicine, was  tried  in  vain.  I defired  that 
more  afli fiance  might  be  called  in.  Surgeon 
Bromfield  and  feveial  phyficians  attended, 
found  the  fame  obflrudtions  I had  men- 
tioned, and  confequently  could  not  draw  any 
urine  from  the  bladder.  It  was  eaiy  to 
perceive,  that  the  obftrudtion  was  owing  to 
a tumour  of  the  proftate  gland,  which  felt 
fchirrous  to  the  touch.  The  patient  had 
long  been  afflicted  with  unpleafant  fenfa- 
tions  about  thefe  parts,  but  unfortunately  for 
him,  he  did  not  apply  early  enough  for  re- 
lief, which  he  might  have  obtained,  and  his 
life  prolonged  for  many  years.  The  fphinc- 
ter  of  his  bladder  was  now  highly  irritated  : 
the  only  chance  that  now  remained  was 
tapping  the  perinaeum ; but  Mr.  Brom- 
field’s  opinion  and  mine  was  negatived  by 
the  reft  of  the  phyficians ; and  no  other 
method  of  relief  being  propofed,  be  died 
two  days  after. 

2 OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XLI. 

On  a Retention  of  Urine , occafoned  by  a 
Tumour  of  the  froftate  Gland , com  muni- 
cctfed  by  Surgeon  Gloucefter,  oj  the  6 fh 
Regiment  of  Foot. 

1 786. 

A NON-COMMISSIONED  Officer  of 
the  above  corps  had,  for  fome  time,  laboured 
under  a difficulty  in  making  water ; he  ob- 
ferved  that  it  often  came  away  forked,  and. 
fometimes  in  a very  fmall  Bream.  He  was 
feized  all  at  once  with  a retention  of  urine  : 
being  upon  guard  the  preceding  night,  had 
been  irregular,  and  the  obftru&ion  proved 
fo  obftinate  at  firft,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
introduction  of  any  inftrument  into  the  paf- 
fage  for  relief.  At  length,  I put  as  much 
frefh  butter  as  I could  force  into  the  holes 
of  the  probe,  and  having  carried  it  into  the 
bladder,  the  butter  foon  melted,  the  urine 
paffied,  and  the  patient  enjoyed  fome  mo- 
ments eafe.  But  unfortunately  a mortifi- 
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cation  fupervening,  he  died  a few  days  after. 
The  parts  affedted  being  opened,  I found 
the  prodate  gland  confiderably  fwelled,  and 
of  a cartilaginous  confidence.  The  intro- 
duction of  fredi  butter  into  the  openings  of 
the  indrument  is  of  great  ufe,  as  often  as 
the  tube  of  the  urethra  is  in  a phlogidic 
date.  If  this  unfortunate  man  had  been 
diffidently  attentive  to  the  diminifhed  dream 
of  his  urine,  I am  well  convinced,  that  the 
means  which  might  have  been  adopted 
early,  would  have  prevented  the  fatal  confe- 
quence. 

OBSERVATION  XLII. 

On  a Retention  of  Urine,  occafo?ied  by  a 
phlogijlic  Humour  of  the  proftate  Gland, 
irritated  by  a fmall  Stone,  communicated 
by  Surgeon  Glouceder,  oj  the  fame  Re- 
giment. 

1786. 

AN  officer  of  our  corps  was  feized  with 
a retention  of  urine,  being  twenty  miles  dii- 
tant  from  the  head  quarters — It  was  three 
days  before  I was  fent  for — Many  attempts 

had 
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had  been  made  to  probe  him,  but  in  vain. 
After  putting  him  to  confiderable  pain,  I 
was  fortunate  to  conduct  the  inhrument  into 
the  bladder,  and  drew  from  thence  all  the 
urine  it  contained.  I was  obliged  to  re- 
peat the  operation  ten  days  fuccehively,  for 
without  it  he  could  pafs  no  water.  From 
the  obhrudtion  the  probe  met  with,  when 
it  came  near  the  feat  of  the  prohate  gland, 
I concluded,  that  the  diforder  was  entirely 
owing  to  this  gland,  and  advifed  the  ufe  of 
the  elahic  bougie,  defcribed  by  the  Cheva- 
lier Gerrard,  which  I conducted  very  cau- 
tioufly  into  the  bladder.  The  patient  now 
made  water  without  taking  the  * bougie  out 
of  the  urethra. 

When  it  was  taken  out  a copious  flow 
of  urine  followed,  but  was  foon  hopped  by 
the  compreflion  of  the  proflate  gland,  which 
fwelled  at  that  moment.  However,  having 
continued  the  ufe  of  the  bougies  for  about 
two  months,  he  voided  a fmall  hone,  and 
was  perfectly  cured. 

* It  was  the  Chevalier  GerrarJ’s  hollow  bougie. 
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OBSERVATION  XLIII. 

On  an  ObJiruBion  of  the  Seminal  Fluid . 

1786. 

A GENTLEMAN,  about  thirty  years 

- 

of  age,  confulted  me  for  a mod  ferious 
complaint,  which  he  had  laboured  under 
feveral  years.  He  pofleffed  a large  edate, 
and  married  to  a beautiful  woman  upwards 
of  fix  years ; but  hitherto  there  was  little 
hopes  of  his  having  any  ilfue.  He  had  con- 
fulted all  the  phydcians  of  any  note  : fome 
ordered  him  alte;  atives,  with  the  hemlo  kg 
extract,  others  fent  him  to  drink  the  waters 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  fome  had  lent  him 
to  bathe  in  the  lea.  However,  unfortunate- 
ly, thefe  means  had  proved  ineffectual : he 
informed  me,  that  he  never  had  a venereal  • 
complaint  of  any  confequence,  except  a 
dmple  gonorrhoea  about  ten  years  ago,  of 
which  he  was  perfectly  cured  in  a lliort 
time. 

I found 

. 
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I found  him  labouring  under  great  de- 
preflion  of  fpirits,  from  the  fymptom  which 
now  affl idled  him.  During  the  aCt  of  coi- 
tion, the  fe men,  in  its  paffage  out  of  the 
feminal  veflels  into  the  urethra,  was  ob- 
flruCted  by  a contraction  of  the  mouths  of 
the  duCts,  which  empty  themfelves  into  it. 
Hence  the  feminal  fluid,  in  (lead  of  being 
emitted  in  the  natural  way,  flopped  all  of  a 
fudden,  by  their  contracting  inftead  of  di- 
lating. The  penis  became  immediately 
flaccid,  and  the  femen  continued  to  drain 
flowlv  off  for  a confiderable  time  after  He 

j 

enjoyed  very  good  health  in  every  other  re- 
fpeCt,  and  was  perfectly  free  from  every 
venereal  fymptom, 

On  examination,  I found  there  was  a fur- 
priflng  degree  of  fpafmodic affeCtion  in  thefe- 
minal  duCts.  I immediately  advifed  the  ufe  of 
the  medicated  found  to  be  applied  about  an 
hour  each  day,  with  a view  to  bring  on  a 
digeftion  about  the  verumontanum,  which 
was  the  feat  of  the  malady.  7 his  had  the 
wiiiicd  for  efleCt ; for  every  day  that  part 
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of  the  found,  which  came  in  contad  wit 
the-fe  duds,  came  out  loaded  with  matter. 
This  aded  like  an  iffue  made  on  the  external 
parts  of  the  body,  to  relieve  fundry  difeafes. 
It  was  continued  near  three  months;  dur- 
ing which  time  he  took  very  little  medi- 
cine, except  a little  of  the  extrad  of  grey 
nicker.  But  fome  time  before  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period,  the  obftrudion,  which 
proceeded  from  the  fpafm  of  thofe  parts, 
was,  in  a great  meafure,  done  away;  and 
now  he  was  happy  to  find  himfelf  perfedly 
free  from  it.  I afterwards  advifed  fea-bath- 
ing.  About  a year  after,  his  lady  bore  him 
a line  boy ; and  lince,  has  had  feveral  chil- 
dren. He  now  thought  himfelf  the  hap- 
piefc  of  men.  I had  no  doubt  whatever 
but  the  want  of  the  power  of  procreation 
proceeded  from  the  caufe  above-mentioned. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XLIV. 

On  a Wafting  of  the  Tefticle , with  an  Ob- 
JlruBion  in  the  Urinary  PaJJage . 

17S7. 

A PERSON  about  thirty-fix  years  of 
age  applied  to  me,  with  regard  to  a wafting 
away  of  his  right  tefticle,  which  had  been 
coming,  he  told  me,  near  five  years,  A lit- 
tle before  it  began  to  diminifti,  he  had  a 
gonorrhcea,  which  was  apparently  cured,  and 
a confumption  of  the  gland  took  place  fcon 
afterwards,  it  was  little  larger  than  a nut- 
meg—the  other  was  its  natural  fize,  and 
had  a found  feel.  He  had  alfo  a confider- 
able  ftri&ure  in  the  urethra,  attended  with 
a glee t,  which  he  was  cured  of  in  about  two 
months.  But  all  my  efforts  proved  in  vain, 
to  revive  his  tefticle,  the  fecreting  faculty  of 
which  Teemed  entirely  deft  roved.  However, 
he  was  lucky  in  having  a found  one,  which 
actually  got  fomewhat  larger,  as  the  other 
wafted  away,  and  he  had,  in  every  refped, 
the  procreative  faculty, 
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OBSERVATION  XLV. 


Painful  Senfation  in  emitting  the  Seminal 

Fluid . 

1789. 

A GENTLEMAN,  who  never  had  a 
venereal  complaint,  confulted  me  with  re- 
gard to  a painful  fenfation,  which  always 
accompanied  a difcharge  of  the  feminal 
fluid.  He  hid  laboured  under  it  feveral 
years,  and  was  very  unhappy.  I found, 
upon  examining  minutely  into  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  cafe,  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
fmafmodic  contraction  of  the  verumonta- 
num.  By  applications  to  the.parts  affeCted, 
and  fome  internal  remedies,  he  was  perfectly 
cured  in  about  three  months,  which  gave 

him  no  fmall  happinefs  of  mind. 

% * 

OBSERVATION  XL  VI. 

Fi flula  in  Perinao. 

I 

A JEW  Gentleman  confulted  me  relative 

to  the  wcift  fpccies  of  filtula  in  perinaeo  I 

had 
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had  ever  feen.  He  had  no  lefs  than  three 
holes  between  the  fundament  and  point  of 
the  penis,  through  all  of  which  his  urine 
palled,  as  well  as  out  of  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra.  In  this  condition  he  had  been  le~ 
veral  years : their  diameters  were  large,  and 
furrounded  with  callous  edges,  far  beyond 
the  power  of  our  art  to  conquer.  I gave 
him  the  beft  advice,  to  make  his  future  days 
as  comfortable  as  pofiible,  but  I would  not 
undertake  the  cure  of  his  cafe  : and  here  we 
mull:  lament  the  fimple  caufe  which  gave 
rife  to  it,  which  was  no  more  than  a com- 
mon gonorrhoea  in  the  firft  inftance. 


OBSERVATION  XLVII. 

On  the  Seminal  Fluid  being  dife barged  with- 
out any  Senfation , accompanied  with  a 
Hydrocele. 

1790. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a debilitated  con- 
Litution  confulted  me,  with  regard  to  a 
large  collection  of  water  in  his  right  tefticle, 

for 
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for  which  he  had  been  tapped  three  times, 
but  it  conftantly  filled  again.  It  attacked 
him,  he  told  me,  after  having  had  a fwelled 
tefticle,  the  confequence  of  a clap;  and  ever 
fince  that  period,  all  fenfation  in  theemiffion 
of  the  femen  was  done  away.  I performed 
the  operation  for  the  radical  cure  of  his  hy- 
drocele, which  was  attended  with  fuccefs — 
for  two  years  are  now  elapfed  without  any 
collection.  He  is  much  better  relative  to 
the  date  of  his  feminal  veffels,  but  far  from 
being  perfectly  re-eftablilhed. 


OBSERVATION  XL  VIII. 

On  the  Se?ninal  Fluid  dij charging  itfelf  when 
voiding  the  Excrements. 

1790. 

A YOUNG  Gentleman  applied  to  me, 
who  had  laboured  under  a fuppofed  con- 
fumption  of  the  lungs  upwards  of  three 
years.  He  had  been  fent  to  Lifbon  with  a 
view  to  eftablifh  his  health  ; had  tried  all 
confumptive  remedies  — affes  milk,  goats 

whey. 
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whey,  &c.  and  the  balfamic  drugs  of  the 
fliops,  but  in  vain.  His  phyficians  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  difcharge  from  his  urethra 
was  by  no  means  femen,  but  only  the  com- 
mon mucus  which  lines  that  paffage.  But 
upon  a minute  examination  into  his  cafe,  I 
was  of  a very  different  way  of  thinking. 
When  his  feminal  veffels  were  corroborated, 
and  the  involuntary  difcharge  Bopped,  he 
recovered  daily,  gaining  both  flefh  and 
ftrength,  and  never  had  the  lead:  tendency 
to  confumption,  but  what  arofe  from  the 
above-mentioned  caufe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


On  ObftruEtions  of  the  Urethra  Incident  to 
the  Glands , ‘which  correfpond  ‘with  that 

Pa/age. 

IT  has  been  oblerved  by  me  in  the  pre- 
ceding Chapter,  that  the  end  of  the 
urethra  was  fituated  along  the  fuperior  fu- 
perficies  of  the  pro  ft  ate,  to  which  it  firmly 
adheres.  This  gland  is  of  a confiderable 
fize,  of  a firm  confiftence,  and  of  an  irregu- 
lar, oval  figure,  the  bafis  of  which  corres- 
ponds with  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the 
top  with  the  bulb  of  the  urethra.  Its  out- 
ward coat  is  covered  with  a membrane  partly 
mufcular,  and  its  inmoft  fubftance  is  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  little  bags,  like  fo  many  bel- 
lows, each  of  which  has  an  excretory  ducft, 
opening  into  the  firft  part  of  the  urethra, 
near  the  lateral  part  of  the  verumontanum, 
where  its  circumference  is  largeft.  Cow- 

per/ 
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per,  a famous  anatomifl,  difcovered  two 
glands,  which  takes  his  name ; they  are 
about  the  fize  of  a very  fmall  be.ui,  of  an 
oval  figure,  flattened,  feated  on  the  fide  of 
the  urethra,  near  the  bulb,  coveted  with 
mufcles  known  by  the  name  of  Accelera- 
tor^, each  of  which  has  an  excretory  dud:, 
which  advances  a conliderable  way  into  the 
fpungy  fubflance  before  it  pierces  the  in- 
ternal membrane  of  the  urinary  paffage, 
which  it  opens  into  in  an  oblique  direction. 

This  gentleman  is  allowed  to  have  difco- 
vered a third  gland,  much  fmaller  than 
eitner  of  the  other  two,  fi tuated  in  the 
fpungy  fubflance  of  the  urethra,  where  it 
bends  under  the  os  pubis,  having  a dif- 
chaige  through  two  little  orifices  into  the 
cavity.  The  Chevalier  Gerrard,  equally 
diltinguifhed  for  his  anatomical  knowledge, 
has  defcribed  another  gland  of  the  fize  of 
an  inch,  inclining  to  a red  colour,  placed 
undei  the  proflate  in  the  fpungy  fubflance, 
between  the  two  membranes  of  the  urethra] 
going  iound  the  internal  membrane  of  that 

paflage. 
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paffage,  through  which  it  makes  fcveral  lit- 
tle apertures,  which  are  not  ealily  feen,  any 
more  than  the  little  dudts  which  lead  to 
them.  In  the  fubjedts  I have  diffe&ed,  this 
gland  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have  fo  large 
a dimenfion  as  that  defcribed  by  the  Che- 
valier. But  it  is  feldom  two  fubje&s  are 
exadtly  alike  in  their  refpe&ive  anatomical 
parts — Such  a variety  of  difference  we  find 
in  the  animal  ceconomy. 

It  requires  no  fmall  fhare  of  anatomical 
knowledge  to  difcover  this  gland ; and  it  is 
equally  difficult  to  difcover  a particular 
gland  feen  by  Mr.  Morgagni  under  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  bulb,  which  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  urethra. 

This  celebrated  anatomifl  has  given  us 
the  moft  accurate  defcription  ever  publifhed 
of  the  lacunae  in  the  infide  of  the  urethra ; 
the  moft  confiderable  of  which  open  in  fuch 
parts  of  the  cavity  as  lie  neareft  to  the  glans, 
efpecially  under  the  fraenum,  and  in  the 
foffia  navicularis ; while  the  fmaller  ones 
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pierce  indiftin&ly  all  the  length  of  that  paf- 
fage,  and  are  very  numerous.  Thefe  lacunae 
anfwer  excretory  duds,  which  begin  from 
the  glands,  more  or  lefs  viiible,  which  are 
found  in  the  fpungy  fubfbmce  of  the  ure- 
thra ; infomuch,  that  the  convexity  of  the 
internal  membrane  is  full  of  thefe  glands. 
All  this  colledion  of  glands,  after  having 
feparated  and  refined  different  juices  drawn 
from  the  mafs  of  blood,  difcharge  them 
into  the  common  relervoir  of  the  urethra. 

* 

As  long  as  the  feparation  and  the  excre- 
tion of  thefe  juices  are  performed,  according 
to  the  effablilhed  law  of  the  natural  func- 
tions, an  obflrudion  of  thefe  glands  is  not 
to  be  dreaded;  but  if,  from  any  caufewhat- 
eve:,  the  juices  fo  far  thicken  in  the  lacunas, 
or  other  refervoirs  of  thefe  glands,  as  not  to 
pafs  the  narrov/  duds  or  orifices  of  the  ex- 
cretory vefiels,  if,  becoming  vifcous  and 
clammy,  they  adhere  to  the  fides  of  the  re- 
fervoirs, and  there  accumulate,  if  the  fe- 
cretion  in  thefe  glands  is  too  copious,  and 
the  excretion  is  not  proportioned  to  it ; if 
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an  outward  compreflion  flops  the  courfe  of 
the  fluids  in  the  glands,  and  occaflons  a 
flagnation ; if  the  lacunas,  or  orifices  of  the 
excretory  veflels  of  the  glands,  are  cbftrudted 
by  a thick  matter  lodged  in  the  urethra,  and 
lining  fome  part  of  its  fides  5 if  heteroge- 
neous virulent  matter,  of  a thickening  qua- 
lity, mix  with  the  juices  which  are  filtered 
through  the  glands  j if  thefe  glands  be- 
come fehirrous,  which  is  no  uncommon 
cafe  in  the  profiate ; if  an  abfeefs,  formed 
in  this  gland,  caufes  it  to  fwell  towards  its 
upper  furface,  in  the  niches  of  which  the 
end  of  the  urethra  is  funk  ; in  all  thefe,  and 
other  like  circumftances,  glandulous  ob- 
ftrudlions  will,  more  or  lefs,  affedl  the  ex- 
cretory paffage  of  the  urine. 

It  appears  then  certain,  that  the  glands  of 
the  urethra  may  be  obftrudted,  may  be  dif- 
tended,  and  form  tumours,  which,  fpread- 
ing  more  or  lefs  into  the  cavity  of  this  tube, 
contract  or  leflen  its  diameter. 


Among 
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Among  the  glandular  obftrudtions,  we 
mu  ft  carefully  diftinguifh  fuch  as  are  re- 
cent from  the  old  and  inveterate  : fuch  as 
affect  only  one  part  of  the  urethra,  from 
fuch  as  aie  fituated  in  different  and  many 
parts ; fuch  as  are  placed  near  the  glands, 
from  the  more  diftant ; thofe  of  a fize  large 
enough  to  flop  the  paffage  of  the  urine, 
from  fuch  as  only  contract  it  * fuch  as  are 
the  attendants  on  other  difeafes,  either  as 
caufe  or  effe<3,  from  the  fimple  and  uncom- 
plicated. If  the  dilorder  be  produced  by 
the  obftrudtion  of  the  fmaller  glands,  or  of 
the  lacunae,  which  are  obfervable  along  the 
uiethra,  it  will  be  fufceptible  of  a more 
eafy  cure ; but  if  the  proftate  be  the  feat  of 
the  obftrudion,  very  confiderable  difficulties 
muft  attend  the  treatment. 

The  difeafes  of  this  gland  require  a very 
particular  attention ; they  have  been  one  of 
the  chief  obje&s  of  my  inveftigations.  Thefe 
difeafes  are  more  frequent  than  is  commonly 
i imagined;  theyfeemcd  incurable  till  I began 
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to  ufe  the  attracting  medicated  found, 
which  is  now  about  two  years  ago. 

It  is  natural  to  conclude,  from  the  filence 
of  former  practitioners,  that  they  were  but 
little  acquainted  with  this  branch  of  cl'iir- 
urgical  knowledge.  The  great  number  of 
obferyations  made,  with  all  the  exaCtnefs  I 
was  capable  of,  have  convinced  me,  that 
the  proftate  gland  is  very  liable  to  be  fwell- 
ed,  from  the  ftagnation  of  the  fluid  which 
is  filtred  through  it,  but  chiefly  from  the 
ftoppage  of  it  in  its  membranes,  where  it 
accumulates,  thickens,  acquires  fome  bad 
qualities,  and  continually,  and  naturally 
flretches  the  fides  of  thefe  little  membranous 
refervpirs : befides,  it  not  unfrequently  be- 
comes fchirrous,  a natural  confequence  of 
thofe  difpofitions  wffich  render  the  contents 
of  the  proftate  hard  and  concrete.  I have 
fometimes  feen  its  fubftance  become  cartila- 
ginous, at  other  times  I have  found  it  full 
of  a fpungy  matter,  which  is  attracted  and 
drawn  off  by  the  application  of  the  medi- 
cated found. 

Thi« 
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This  matter  is  often  the  caufe  of  the  ha- 
bitual Franguary,  and  various  other  evils  of 
the  urethra  and  bladder.  From  experience 
I have  likewife  learned,  that  this  gland  is 
liable  to  a fuppuration.  Jf  we  confider  the 
proFate  as  labouring  under  the  leaf!:  alarm- 
ing of  thefe  diforders,  I mean  only  in  a Fate 
of  tumefaction,  we  cannot  but  think  the 
patient  in  fome  danger,  efpecially  if  the 
fwelling  be  very  confiderable. 

For  in  this  cafe  the  upper  part  of  the 
urethra,  which  is  nicked  and  funk  all  along 
the  fuper  faces  of  the  pro  Fate,  to  which  it 
adheres  Frongly,  muF  be  greatly  com- 
preFed  on  all  fades : hence  a diminution, 
and  frequently  a total  contraction,  of  the 
urinary  paFage,  and  confequently  a difficulty 
or  a total  fuppreffion  of  urine.  The  different 
degrees  of  tumefaction  in  this  gland  forms  the 
meafure  of  the  different  obFruCtions  which 
happen  in  this  part  of  the  urethra.  Thefe 
obFruCtions  are  very  frequent,  as  daily  ex- 
perience muF  have  convinced  thofe  whofe 
[practice  in  the  art  of  healing  has  made  them 
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converfant  with  the  diforders  of  the  urethra. 
Perhaps  it  will  not  be  fo  eafy  to  determine 
whether,  independently  of  the  fwelling  of 
the  proftate  gland,  obftruCtions  may  be 
formed  in  the  firft  part  of  the  urethra  by 
fpungy  carnofities ; but  the  firft  principles 
of  anatomy  preclude  the  poftibility  of  fuch 
obftruCtions.  W e have  demonftrative  evi- 
dence, that  this  tube,  as  it  lies  along  the 
proftate  gland,  is  a lingle  membranous  one, 
containing  no  fpungy  lubftance  in  its  vo- 
lume; and  it  is  equally  evident,  that  no 
carnofities  can  arife  where  no  fpungy  fub- 
ftance  exifts : it  is,  therefore,  natural  to 
conclude,  that  obftruCtions  of  the  urethra, 
formed  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which 
are  frequently  miftaken  for  real  carnofities, 
are  produced  by  a tumour  of  the  proftate 
gland,  or  the  diftenfion  of  the  larger  part  of 
the  verumontanum,  which  I have  reafon  to 
believe  very  fufceptible  cf  this  effect.  I 
have  often  found  in  that  part  of  the  urethra, 
where  it  is  fituated,  obftruCtions  attended 
with  a contraction  of  the  tube,  from  thence 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  I have  alio  ob- 
2 ferved. 
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ferved,  in  all  of  the  patients  I have  attended, 
that  this  part  of  the  canal  was  more  fenfible 
of  pain  than  any  other.  It  is  very  certain, 
that  if  the  acrimonious  matter,  which  now 
and  then  inverts  the  prortate,  is  not  drawn 
off  by  the  local  application  of  the  medicated 
found,  it  will,  in  time  become  fchirrous. 
To  be  convinced  whether  it  be  in  this 
rtate  or  not,  nothing  more  is  neceffary  but 
to  infert  the  fore-finger,  moiftened  with  oil, 
into  the  anus,  in  a direction  towards  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  near  which  this  gland 
is  fituated.  But  I can  tell  now,  equally 
well  by  the  feel  with  the  found,  the  fchirrous 
tumour  of  the  prortate  occafions  a contrac- 
tion in  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra,  which 
increafes  by  degrees,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  different  lfages  of  the  fwclling.  A very 
important  remark  to  be  made  here,  is,  that 
the  prortate,  as  it  grows  larger,  changes  the 
direction  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which 
lies  beyond  this  unfurmountable  obrtacle, 
and  lower  than  its  natural  fituation.  No 
application,  no  inftrument  can  now  facilitate 
the  flow  of  urine,  and  the  patient  murt  ine- 
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v;tably  perifh,  unlefs  one  chirurgical  opera- 
tion, or  forlorne  hope,  is  fuccefsfu],  which 
can  alone  prevent  thefe  fatal  confequences. 
Nothing  but  repeated  experience  can  enable 
the  practitioner  to  diftinguifh  truly  between 
a perfect  and  an  incomplete  fchirrous  of  the 
proftate  gland : there  is  fometimes  no  cure  for 
the  former  - but  the  latter  I have  had  feveral 
cafes  within  thefe  laft  two  years,  that  were 
reftored  to  their  priftine  healthy  itate,  by 
the  application  of  the  attracting  medicated 
found.  Schirrous  concretions  of  the  prof- 
tate  are  not  always  the  efieCts  of  venereal 
complaints.  I have  attended  patients  who 
have  laboured  under  a hardnefs  of  this  gland, 
without  ever  having  been  troubled  with  the 
venereal  difeafe ; fuch  were,  in  a great  mea- 
lure,  unmanned,  and  deprived  of  the  power 
of  procreation  till  they  were  cured ; for  it 
ought  to  be  obferved,  that  this  gland  is  the 
main  fpring  of  ejecting  the  feminal  liquor, 
and  I am  well  convinced,  often  the  caufe  of 
impotency  in  man.  The  fchirrous  proftate 
is,  no  doubt,  frequently  produced  and  ag- 
gravated by  the  venereal  virus.  It  is  very 
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often  the  confequence  of  a venereal  caufe, 
complicated  with  a fcrophulous  humour. 

Thefe  different  caufes  require  great  at- 
tention and  fagacity-  in  a profeffor  of  the 
healing  art,  who  will  otherwife  be  betrayed 
into  the  moft  fatal  errors. 

Ulcers  of  the  proftate  gland  form  ano- 
ther difeafe,  with  which  it  behoves  us  to  be 
well  acquainted,  and  which  has  often  oc- 
curred in  the  courfe  of  my  practice.  Ana- 
tomy teaches  us,  that  this  gland,  from  its 
fituation,  when  ulcerated,  will  obftruCt  the 
palfage  of  the  urine  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
canal ; and  that  the  morbid  matter,  if  not 
drawn  off,  will  be  productive  of  the  moft 
alarming  accidents  on  the  furrounding  parts. 
Ulcers  in  the  proflate,  like  other  diforders, 
may  be  produced  by  very  different  caufes, 
which  fometimes  are,  but  not  always  ve- 
nereal. 


The  moft  ferious  reflexions  on  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  urethra,  arifing  from  the  vi- 
tiated 
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tlated  ftate  of  the  correfponding  glands,  arc 
the  more  neceffary,  as  they  may  help  us 
to  difcover  the  caufe  and  the  feat  of  other 
difeafes,  either  of  that  tube  or  bladder, 
which  we  fhall,  in  vain,  attempt  to  cure, 
unlefs  we  know  exactly  where  the  evil 
lies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Vafcular  Objlruttions  of  the  Urinary 

Tube. 

IN  the  enumeration  of  the  different  ob- 
flrudions  of  the  urethra,  by  authors 
who  have,  heretofore,  written  upon  that 
fubjed,  I have  often  wondered  at  their  hav- 
ing either  totally  omitted,  or  treated  very 
fuperhcially,  of  the  vafcular  cbftrudions  of 
that  tube.  I am  well  convinced  of  thefe 
being  frequently  the  caufes  of  thefe  obftruc- 
tions,  if  I may  trufl  either  to  mv  own  ex- 
perience in  furgery,  or  to  the  repeated  in- 
formation I have  received  by  the  infpedion 
of  the  urethra  of  patients  after  death.  This 
theory,  thus  grounded  on  experience,  will 
appear  the  more  probable,  when  we  refled, 
tiiat  the  membrane  which  lines  the  inlide 
of  this  tube  is  interfered  by  a theufand 
capillary  blood- veffels,  of  which  the  little 
arteries  are  fupplied  by  the  hypogaflric  ar- 
teries, and  the  fmall  veins  by  thofe  of  the 
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fame  denomination ; that  this  laft  divifion 
of  arteries  and  veins  in  the  fpungy  fubftance 
of  the  urethra,  and  in  the  membranous  en- 
velopment, is  not  vifible  to  our  eye,  which 
can  difcern  nothing  more  in  the  internal 
membrane,  than  a very  curious  collection  of 
fmall  veffels,  which  are  never  more  apparent 
than  when  the  membrane  is  inflamed  ; that 
the  inflammatory  ffate  of  it  adds  to  its  fen- 
fibility  ; that  it  neceffarily  occafions  a dili- 
tation  of  the  blood- veffels,  particularly  of 
the  little  arteries,  beyond  what  is  natural  to 
them  $ that  in  other  circumftances  the  little 
veins  are  diflended  and  fwelled ; and  that, 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  the  cavity  of  the 
urethra  muff  be  contracted : whence  arife 
thofe  complaints  which  are  injudicioufly 
attributed  to  real  carnofities.  Vafcular  ob~ 
ItruCtions  of  the  urinary  tube  are,  then,  the 
effeCts  of  an  unnatural  dilitation  of  the  little 
arteries,  or  veins,  which  convey  the  fluids 
along  the  internal  membrane  of  that  paf- 
fage,  and  can  be  attributed  to  no  other  caule. 
If  the  veins  be  dilated,  and  fo ft,  livid, 

indolent,  knotty  tumours  enfue ; if  the 

blood 
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blood  be  deprived  of  its  ufual  free  courfe 
through  the  little  arteries,  while  its  velo- 
city is  accelerated,  and  its  heat  increafed, 
fo me  part  or  other  of  the  urethra  will  be 
inflamed ; a conflderable  debility  or  weak- 
neis  in  the  texture  of  the  coats  of  the  veins 
of  the  membrane,  which  lines  the  urethra, 
their  unnatural  dilitation,  a thicknefs  or  ob- 
flrua-ed  circulation  of  blood,  which  blocks 
up  the  veflels  • but  above,  all,  precedent 
claps,  mjudicioufly  managed,  often  caufes 
the  veins  to  be  fweiled  of  the  urinary  tube* 
Thefe  tumours,  as  the  project,  more  or  lefs, 
will,  in  the  fame  degree,  obftrudt  the  urinary 
paflage : they  commonly  arife  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which 
mufl:  be  owing  to  that  knot  of  veins  which 
covers  the  upper  convexity  of  the  firft  part  of 
the  urethra,  which  is  funk  along  the  proftate 
gland.  Ihefe  fweliings  fometimes  run  and 
yield  blood : far  from  adding  to  the  fenfibility 
pf  the  urethra,  they  diminifli  and  blunt  it. 
Hence  the  patient  fuffers,  almofl:  without 
pain,  the  application  of  a bougie. 
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Thefe  tumours  are  eafily  funk  by  com- 
preffion  ; but  then  they  foon  rife  again,  if 
not  digefted  away,  and  bring  on  the  fame 
diforder,  the  fame  retention  of  urine,  and 
the  attending  fy mptoms. 

Though  the  general  caufes  of  inflamma- 
tory obflru&ions  may  produce  the  fecond 
fpecies  of  vafcular  difeafes,  it  is  however 
certain,  that,  generally  fpeaking,  they  are  the 
confequences  of  fpafmodic  contractions  of  the 
urethra,  which,  by  a forcible  impreflion  on 
the  fibres  of  the  internal  membrane,  flop  the 
blood  in  the  extremities  of  the  arteries,  and 
thus  bring  on  an  inflammation  in  fome  one 
or  more  parts  of  the  tube.  This  inflam- 
mation chiefly  attacks  the  upper  part  of  the 
urethra,  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
confequently  adjoining  to  the  verumonta- 
num. 

A difficulty  of  making  water,  the  flran- 
guary,  and  fometimes  a retention  urine,  are 
the  fymptoms  of  this  inflammatory  obflruc- 
tion  of  the  urethra.  The  furefi  method  of 
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difcovery  is  to  introduce  the  found,  which, 
when  it  reaches  to  the  part  that  is  inflamed, 
is  not  flopped,  as  it  would  be,  by  a fwelling 
of  the  pioftate,  or  of  the  verumontanum, 
but  is  only  contracted,  and  forcibly  com— 
prefled  in  its  paflage  towards  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  where  it  occafions  a fharp  pain. 
This  obfervation  is  not  the  refult  of  theory, 
01  an  hypothefis  proceeding  from  a heated 
imagination,  but  is  grounded  on  a long  ex- 
perience. *1  he  vafcular  and  phlogiftic  ob- 
ftruCtions  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
upper  end  of  the  urethra  feldom  comes 
alone,  but  is  generally  attended  either  with, 
a fpafmodic  contraction  of  the  phlogiftic 
part  of  the  canal,  or  with  a fwelling  of  the 

pioftate,  or  a tumefaction  of  the  verumon- 
tanum, or  efchars  of  old  ulcers,  or  fome 

venereal  running,  or  fibrous  excrefcences 
that  ciofs  the  paflage,  or  other  heterogeneous 
bodies,  which  give,  more  or  lets,  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  flow  of  urine.  Convinced  that 
the  belt  proofs  to  convey  folid  knowledge, 
in  this  branch  of  the  profeflion,  is  the  dif- 
feCtion  of  bodies  after  death,  who,  in  their 

life- 
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life-time,  laboured  under  thofe  difeafes : I 
have,  on  every  opportunity,  had  recourfe  to 
this  fource  of  initruCtion. 

On  thefe  occafions  I have  obferved,  that 
in  patients  who  had  long  laboured  under  ob- 
ftru&ions  of  the  verumontanum,  and  the 
upper  part  of  the  urethra,  this  part  of  the 
tube,  up  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  was  much 
contracted,  red,  and  bearing  every  other 
mark  of  an  antecedent  inflammation.  What 
more  demonftrative  proof  can  be  deflred  of 
the  truth  of  what  is  here  advanced. 


\ 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Objiruftions  of  the  Urethra , arifng 
from  the  Edges  of  Ulcers  and  Ef chars . 

PERHAPS  nothing  has  gone  through 
more  variation  than  the  opinion  of  au- 
thors concerning  the  formation  of  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  urethra.  Their  different  hypo- 
thecs lead  alike  into  this  error,  that  there 
is  but  one  caufe  and  one  fpecies  of  obflruc- 
tion ; than  which  nothing  it  more  falfe. 
I once  knew  a furgeon  of  diftinguifhed  abi- 
lities at  Florence,  who  advanced  in  his  ana- 
tomical lectures,  that  the  verumontanum 
was  the  only  feat  of  carnofities,  and  that 
thefe  are  but  fo  many  ulcers  of  that  part, 
the  inflated  edges  of  which  contracted  the 
urinary  paffage.  We  muC  allow,  that  it  is 
as  true  that  ulcers  are  fometimes  formed  in 
the  urethra,  as  it  is  falfe,  that  all  carnofities, 
all  obflrudions  of  that  tube,  are  owing  to 
ulcers. 

The  edges  of  ulcers  in  the  urethra  are 
either  fmooth  and  flat,  or  fwelled,  or  cal- 
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Ions.  In  the  two  laft  cafes  it  is  evident, 
that  the  edges  raifed  above  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  tube  contract  its  cavity, 
and  obftruCt  the  paflage  of  the  urine;  an 
obftruCtion  the  more  alarming,  as  the  fharp 
virulent  humour,  flowing  from  the  ulcers, 
continually  irritates  the  internal  membrane 
of  the  tube,  and  brings  on  a contraction. 

Old  and  callous  efchars,  feated  in  the 
urethra,  likewife  produce  obftruCtions,  either 
by  the  fize  of  them,  or  by  a kind  of  con- 
traction, which  con  flan tly  happens  to  the 
fibres  which  lie  near  to  the  parts,  efpecially 
if  they  are  tendinous,  aponeurotic,  or  mem- 
branous. It  would  be  very  eafy  for  me  to 
give  a folio  work  to  the  world,  in  lieu  of 
this  brief  treatife  upon  thefe  fubjeCts,  were 
I to  enter  into  an  accurate  difcuflion  of  thefe 
complaints  : — But  flnce  ever  I formed  a re- 
folution  of  judging  for  myfelf,  I have  been 
of  opinion,  that  fuch  prolix  and  voluminous 
accounts,  inftead  of  conveying  a clear  idea 
to  the  readers,  ferves  often  to  puzzle  and 
confound. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


On  Obftrudiions  of  the  Urethra , owing  to 
Fibrous  Fxcrefcences  and  Membranous 


H E internal  furface  of  the  urethra. 


which,  in  its  natural  ftate,  is  fmooth 
and  equal,  is  fometimes  rendered  rough  and 
unequal  by  morbid  habits.  This  inequality 
of  furface  may  be  produced  by  other  caufes, 
befides  carnofities  and  tumours,  of  which 
an  account  has  been  given  in  a preceding 
Chapter  ; fuch  as  certain  doublings  of  the 
internal  membrane  of  the  urethra,  or  cer- 
tain fibrous  excrefcences,  which  arife  on 
one  fide,  traverfe  the  cavity,  and  end  in  the 
oppofite  fides  of  the  tube.  On  the  direc- 
tion of  dead  bodies,  I have  often  found  the 
internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  doubled 
down  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  form  a per- 
fect refemblance  of  the  valvulac  that  are 
found  in  the  veins. 


j 'Doublings  formed  in  that  Tube 
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Mr.  Sharp,  in  his  critical  refearches  into 
the  prefen t flate  of  Surgery,  informs  us, 
that  he  found,  in  the  urethra  of  a dead 
body,  near  the  verumontanum,  a filament 
which  eroded  that  tube,  and  had  prevented 
the  inftrument  from  penetrating,  and  thus 
brought  on  a retention  of  urine,  which 
proved  mortal.  In  another  he  informs  us, 
that  he  found,  befides  the  contraction  of  the 
pafiage,  a little  excrefcence,  which  refem- 
bled  one  of  the  tricufpidal  valvulas  of  the 
heart. 

The  obfervations  of  this  difliinguithed 
character,  joined  to  thefe  French  furgeons, 
Monf.  Le  Dran  and  the  Chevalier  Gerrard, 
not  lefs  eminent,  together  with  my  own, 
afford  a demonftrative  proof  of  the  exig- 
ence of  this  fingular  fpecies  of  obftruCtion 
of  the  urethra,  which  may  prevent  the  ex- 
cretion of  urine,  and  the  introduction  of  an 
inflrument  in  a retention  of  that  fluid  *. 

* Such  a remedy  as  the  attracting  medicated  found, 
mentioned  in  Chap.  III.  Sedt.  I.  was  much  wanted  in 
Surgery  j the  more  fo,  as  moft  of  the  diforders,  in  which 
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it  is  now  applied,  were  either  totally  incurable  before,  or 
relieved  with  the  greater  difficulty.  Till  this  difcovery 
was  made,  mod  books  of  Surgery  reprefented  thefe  com- 
plaints as  forlorn  hopes,  and  indeed  with  great  reafon,  for 
the  hard  bougies  and  probes,  the  beft  method  then  in  ufe2 
only  flattened  the  carnofities,  but  did  not  remove  them. 
Thus  the  caufe  fubflfted.  But  the  medicine  the  Che- 
valier, recommends  removes  carnofities  by  refolution, 
without  occafioning  any  pain.  A tumour  of  the  proftate 
gland  is  one  of  the  moft  critical  and  dangerous  com- 
plaints of  the  urethra  i the  cure  generally  depends  on  the 
flate  of  the  liquor  contained  in  the  veflels  of  this  gland. 
The  caufe  of  this  complaint  is  not  always  venereal:  but 
when  the  levan  is  of  a malignant  nature,  the  application 
of  the  attradfing  medicated  found  foon  changes  the 
ftate  of  this  gland ; and  it  is  aftonifliing  to  behold  the 
point  of  the  found  coming  out  of  the  urethra,  loaded 
with  the  virulent  difcharge  from  the  gland,  in  the 
fpace  of  a fhort  time.  This  acrimonious  matter 
is  the  caufe  of  innumerable  evils,  habitual  ftran- 
guary,  difury,  and  ifchury,  rendering  life  miferable. 

Of  the  variety  of  complaints,  to  which  thofe  are 
lexpofed,  who  have  had  repeated  and  long  continued  ve- 
:nereal  difcharges  from  the  urethra,  there  is  not  one 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  an  habitual  ftranguary.  The 
imminent  danger  of  an  entire  retention  of  urine,  that 
conftantly  attends  this  difeafe,  the  frequent  defire  the 
patient  feels,  and  the  painful  endeavours  he  is  obliged  to 
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exert,  in  order  to  expel  his  urine,  render  life  as  pre- 
carious as  it  mufl  be  miferable. 


It  feldom  happens  that  this  difeafe  immediately  fuc- 
ceeds  an  injudicioufly  treated  gonorrhoea  : it  more  fre- 
quently occurs,  that  the  patient  feels  no  preffing  fymp- 
toms  of  this  complaint  for  a long  time.  I have  had 
many  gentlemen  apply  to  me  for  advice,  who  did  not 
complain  till  fome  years  had  elapfed.  Befides,  there 
are  very  few  fo  attentive  in  making  water,  as  to  take 
notice  of,  or  be  any  way  alarmed,  although  they  fhould 
not  urine  in  as  full  a flream  as  they  were  ufed  to  do;  fo 
that  the  difeafe  is  of  fome  time  {landing  before  the  pa- 
tient finds  anv  inconvenience  from  it,  or  applies  for  ad- 
vice ; which  he  generally  does  not,  until,  from  the 
progrefs  of  this  complaint,  he  perceives  that  he  is  both 
a longer  time,  more  frequently  folicited,  and  obliged  to 
ufe  greater  efforts  in  making  water  than  ufual.  The 
leafl  irregularity  brings  it  on,  and  the  leaft  quantity  of 
fome  kind  of  liquios  as  well  as  folids  in  common  food, 
flies,  as  it  were,  to  the  part  affedled,  like  an  ele&rical 
fhock,  and  flimulatcs  the  bladder.  Such  is  the  flate  of 
the  much  to  be  lamented  miferable  fufferer. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  Venereal  Ahfcefs  in  the  Groin,  com - 
monly  called  the  Bit  hoe. 

THIS  abfcefs  not  unfrequently  arifes 
from  the  running  of  a gonorrhoea 
being  too  fuddenly  flopped,  particularly 
where  the  glans  or  prepuce  are  ulcerated  : 
it  is  rarely  the  firfl  fymptom  of  a venereal 
infedtion.  Thofe  buboes  that  arife  foon 
after  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  infedtion, 
particularly  if  the  patient  be  young,  and 
otherwife  healthy,  are  generally  of  the  in- 
flammatory kind,  and  determine  foon  to 
fuppuration  ; but  thofe  that  arife  at  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  difeafe,  or  in  fome  time  after 
a cure  has  been  apparently  effedted  j if  the 
patient  be  of  a cold  inert  habit  of  body,  we 
find  thofe  buboes  generally  attended  with 
little  pain,  but  appear  cold  and  indolent, 
and  are  the  mofl  difficult  to  fuppurate  or 
refolve. 
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In  whatever  light  we  confider  thefe  ab- 
icefles,  either  as  proceeding  from  the  ab- 
forption  of  venereal  matter,  from  fome  vi- 
rulent ulcers  round  the  glans,  which  is  a 
frequent  occurrence,  or  from  a premature 
fuppreffion  of  a venereal  running,  in  every 
event  the  fpeedy  expulfion  of  the  poifon 
ought  to  be  our  grand  objedt.  Sometimes 
thefe  abfceffes  attack  the  patient  almofl 
immediately  after  impure  coition  ; it  is  the 
lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin  which  be- 
come difeafed,  and  I have  frequently  known 
them,  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  to  ft  ize 
the  glands  of  both  groins  at  the  fame  time. 
The  caufe  of  this  difagreeable  abfcefs  or 
tumour  is  owing  to  a ftagnation  of  the 
lymph,  which  is  conveyed  to  the  inquinal 
glands  from  the  neighbouring  parts,  as  into 
a common  lefervoir,  and  ought  to  how 
through  their  cells  or  veficles,  in  order  to 
be  carried  oft  ;,gain ; hence  that  acute  pain 
with  which  the  patient  is  attacked.  Open- 
ings made  into  thefe  abfceftes  may  always 
be  avoided,  if  timely  application  is  made  to 
a practitioner  who  is  mailer  of  his  profei - 
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lion  • and  indeed  I never  approved  of  ex- 
pofing  the  lymphatic  glands  to  the  atmof- 
phere,  from  the  evil  confequences  I have  fo 
often  known  to  arife,  even  where  the  matter 
is  in  fomc  degree  formed  - the  mode  now 
in  practice  amongft  the  French  furgeons  by 
tranfudation  through  the  pores  of  the  ikin, 
without  either  cauftic  or  cutting,  is  by  far 
mod:  preferable  and  effectual,  by  which  a 
painful  operation  is  prevented-  and  no  time 
Should  be  left  in  exnibiting  proper  internal 
remedies  foi  the  expulflon  of  the  poifon 
from -the  fluids  of  the  patient. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Of  the  Venereal  Lues  in  general. 

H E venereal  difeafe  is  hereditary  or 


adventitious  : hereditary,  when  it  is 
communicated  by  generation,  the  poifon  be- 
ing tranfmitted  by  the  parents,  whiift  the 
tender  body  of  the  embryo  is  formed ; ad- 
ventitious, when  the  diftemper  is  tranfmit- 
ted from  the  perfon  difeafed  to  one  that  is 
found  : the  firft  may  be  communicated  to 
the  foetus  by  either  of  the  parents,  father  or 
mother  ; by  the  father,  as  the  feminal  par- 
ticles falling  from  him,  and  fraught  with 
the  venereal  venum,  may  infed  the  embryo, 
which  they  inclofe,  with  the  like  diforder ; 
and  from  the  mother,  as  at  the  fame  time 
that  fhe  fupplies  the  foetus  with  nourdh- 
ment  during  her  pregnancy,  fhe  mujft  con- 
vey into  it  the  feed  of  the  diflemper  fhe  la- 
bours under : the  fecond,  by  coition,  either 
when  a found  woman  cohabits  with  an  in- 
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feded  man,  who  may  have  chancres  on  the 
glans,  or  a gonorrhoea  of  a virulent  fpe- 
cies,  or  whole  feed  is  tainted  with  the  vene- 
real poifon,  although  he  may  have  no  ex- 
ternal mark  of  the  diforder  whereby  to 
draw  a criterion.  But  the  patient's  own 
internal  feelings,  when  reprefented  to  the 
experienced  praditioner,  will  be  the  fureft 
guide  to  go  by. 

I 

Alfo,  when  a found  man  lies  with  an 
unfound  woman,  whofe  private  parts  are 
eroded  with  the  virus,  or  contaminated  with 
the  poifon,  or  where  there  is  a difcharge  of 
vaginal  matter,  abounding  with  the  venereal 
venom.  In  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  cafes,  the  pu- 
rulent matter  which  flows  from  the  man, 
or  the  corrupted  feed  which  is  emitted  in 
the  venereal  ad,  will  adhere  to  the  pudenda, 
the  vagina,  and  perhaps  the  womb,  and  in 
a fhort  time  bring  on  the  feveral  fymptoms 
of  this  diforder.  In  the  other  cafe,  the  glans 
of  the  penis,  which  is  of  itfelf  a fpungy 
fubftance,  .and  at  fuch  a time  dilated  by  an 
extraordinary  teniion,  and  more  than  ufually 
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rarified,  will  more  deeply  imbibe  the  cor- 
ruption iffiung  from  the  vagina,  mixed  with 
the  glandular  mucus  difcharged  on  the  pu- 
dendum, whence  arifes  the  firfl:  infection. 
The  prolific  femen,  which  is  elaborated  in 
the  teflicles  of  men,  and  the  other  hu- 
mours, which  in  man  are  prepared  in  the 
proiiate  glands,  Cowper’s  glands,  and  the 
lacunas  of  the  urethra.  In  women,  the 
glands  of  the  vagina,  what  the  anatomifts 
of  old  called  the  Botriform  glands,  claim 
the  firfl:  and  peculiar  rank  of  affinity,  and 
defervedly ; for  the  infection  which  is  firA 
formed,  from  the  contaminated  femen,  is 
very  eafily  blended  with  the  other  fluids, 
to  which  it  is  fo  nearly  related.  Hence,  in 
patients  who  labour  under  this  complaint, 
'the  feminal  fluids  are  ‘always  tainted  by 
whatfoever  way  the  infection  was  received, 
whether  at  the  genitals  by  coition,  at  the 
breafts  by  giving  milk,  at  the  mouth  by 
fucking  or  killing,  &c.  From  hence  local 
affedtions  of  the  genitals  are  fo  frequent  in 
the  confirmed  lues  : but  befides  this,  the 

feminal  fluids  are  very  apt  to  be  depraved 
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by  a certain  peculiar  tendency  they  have 
towards  the  contracting  and  imbibing  this 
infection.  We  therefore  know  by  expe- 
rience, that  this  malady  is  chiefly  propa- 
gated by  coition  and  an  infufion  of  the  ve- 
nereal matter,  it  follows,  therefore,  that  we 
fee  fo  frequently  this  complaint  communi- 
cated in  the  moft  facred  hymenial  ties.  To 
underhand  or  form  a clearer  idea  of  this 
exifling  malady,  let  my  readers  obferve, 
that  the  chyle  extracted  from  our  food,  is 
converted  into  blood  by  fermentation,  which, 
from  thence,  by  a wonderful  conftruCtion 
of  the  human  machine,  is  converted  into 
the  other  different  humours  of  the  body. 
Hence  the  blood,  fo  long  as  it  is  pure,  by 
reafon  of  a well-difpofed  chyle,  generates 
pure  blood,  and  from  pure  blood  produces 
pure  humours,  as  in  a fecond  hate;  but 
when  the  blood  is  once  contaminated  with 
the  venereal  poifon,  (if  immediate  care  is 
not  taken  to  cleanfe  it)  it  cannot  but  com- 
municate the  like  infeCfion,  both  to  the 
blood,  which  is  generated  from  the  chyle, 
and  to  all  the  humours  which  are  fecreted 
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from  it ; — and  thus  the  poifon,  which  per- 
haps at  fir  ft  was  fparingly  thrown  in,  is  re- 
newed and  perpetuated. 

It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  obferve  here, 
that  the  infection,  which  is  communicated 
to  the  blood  by  the  venereal  poifon,  may 
vary  in  a three-fold  degree  and  intention, 
according  to  the  different  quantity  of  the 
poifon  mixed  with  it,  or  remaining  in  it, 
or  the  different  nature,  quality,  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  blood  upon  which  it  arfts.  It 
may  daily  increafe  and  gradually  gather 
ffrength,  by  the  multiplication  of  the  vene- 
real poifon.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be 
diminiftted  or  extenuated,  till  the  virus  may 
difappear  without  the  aid  of  a remedy ; but 
this  may  prove  a fad  delufion  to  the  iufferer. 
Again,  it  may  proceed  in  the  middle  way, 
and  ccnftantly  retain  the  fame  ftate  and 
meafure,  by  the  renewal  indeed  of  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  but  without  either  increafe  or 
decreafe. 
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If  the  difeafe  prevails  and  gathers  ftrength, 
and  from  thence  the  poifon,  by  a fwift  pro- 
grefs,  is  daily  increafed  and  multiplied,  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood  and  humours  will,  in 
a fhort  time,  be  corrupted,  and  a confirmed 
lues  iucceed  , which  antes  from  a three- 
fold caufe,  if  the  poifon  be  large  in  quantity, 
fharp,  and  very  virulent ; if  the  blood,  on 
which  the  poifon  adts,  be  by  nature  or  ac- 
cident depraved,  and  in  a bad  State  ; and 

which  is  word;  of  all,  if  thefe  fhould  all  meet 
together. 

If  the  difeafe  daily  loofes  ground,  and  is 
diminished,  and  by  this  means  the  conta- 
gion is  leffened  in  Strength  and  decreafed  in 
quantity,  the  poifon  will,  by  a flow  and  fure 
progicfs,  in  time,  be  quite  difperted  to  ap- 
peal ancc,  as  in  thofe  who  Seem  to  recover  of 
buooes,  ulcers,  and  bad  gonorrhoeas,  without 
radical  remedies,  or  at  leatt  with  precarious 
ones  j yet  they  feem  to  enjoy  a tolerable 
State  of  health  while  they  live,  which  is  no 
doubt  curtailed  by  flow,  but  fure  degrees. 
Um\,i  tunatcly,  it  might  have  appeared  to 

have 
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have  been  conquered,  through  the  happinefs 
of  a good  conftitution,  efpecially  if  the  poi- 
fon  was  mild  in  its  nature,  and  the  blood 
well  conflituted  and  perfedtly  elaborated. 
If  the  difeafe  is  in  the  middle  ftate,  and 
thus  the  poifon  be  continually  renewed  as  it 
flies  off,  and  always  in  the  fame  degree  in 
which  it  was  in  the  beginning;  fo  as  by 
thefe  means  to  be  in  a condition  unable  to 
produce  any  ferious  effedt;  then  indeed  the 
poifon  will  be  continually  renewed  as  it  flies 
off,  and  always  in  the  fame  degree  in  which 
it  was  at  the  beginning,  fo  as  by  thefe  means 
to  be  in  a condition  unable  to  produce  any 
baneful  effedt,  then  indeed  the  poifon  will 
continually  be  perpetuated,  but  under  fuch 
reftraints  as  not  to  fhew  itfelf ; or  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  it  will  lie  lurking  in  the 
blood,  but  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  do  no 
immediate  mifchief,  as  may  be  obferved  in 
common  daily  pradtice.  But  to  this  pur- 
pofe  it  is  requisite  the  poifon,  which  is 
admitted  or  left  behind,  fhould  be  fo  pro- 
portionable in  quantity  and  force,  and  that 
the  blood  fhould  likewife  keep  fuch  a tem- 
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per  in  quality,  and  the  manner  of  its  gene- 
ration, as  to  permit  a renewal  of  the  poifon ; 
but  fuch  a renewal  as  is  constantly  the  fame, 
without  addition  or  diminution  • for  other- 
wife,  if  the  blood  be  vitiated  by  a fever,  or 
any  adventitious  diSeafe,  if  by  errors  in  diet, 
immoderate  watcbfulnefs,  intemperance  of 
any  kind,  &c.  then  as  the  blood  departs 
from  its  natural  difpofition,  the  before  latent 
poifon  will  prefen tly  gain  ground,  both  in 
quantity  and  Strength,  and  be  rellored  to  its 
natural  fiercenefs,  and  like  another  Pan- 
dora’s box  being  once  opened,  will  bring  on 
a terrible  troop  of  grievous  Symptoms,  which 
will  end  in  a manifefl  lues.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears, that  dormant  venereal  maladies  are 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  cafe  of  fruits  grow- 
ing wild  in  the  woods,  they  are,  in  general, 
auStere  in  our  climes,  but  they  will  become 
milder  and  fweeter  by  culture  ; not  that  they 
lay  afide  the  natural  rough  difpofition  of 
their  juices,  but  becaufe  the  juice.  Supplied 
by  a cultivated  foil,  will  fo  alter  the  natural 
juice  of  the  tree,  as  to  make  the  tafte  of  the 
fruit  more  mild  : but  if  the  culture  be  again 
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laid  afide,  the  fruit  will  foon  return  tc  its 
former’  aufterity. 

Hence,  in  the  fame  manner,  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  mild  venereal  poifon  may  lie  in  the 
body,  without  prejudice,  fo  long  as  pure 
blood  fhall  prevent  an  increafe  of  it,  and  be 
reftored  to  its  native  ferocity  and  virulence 
as  foon  as,  upon  a depraved  date  of  the 
blood,  it  fhall  gain  an  opportunity  of  doing 
milchief.  A queftion  now  naturally  arifes, 
and  mud:,  of  courfe,  raife  the  curiofity  of 
my  readers— this  is  to  know,  whether  a 
man,  inferred  with  thofe  latent  feeds  of  the 
didemper,  can  give  the  malady  to  a found 
woman  he  may  lie  with  • or  whether,  on 
the  other  hand,  a woman  fo  infeded  can 
give  it  to  the  man  ? 

The  profelfors  of  the  healing  art  are  di- 
vided in  their  fen  timents  on  this  point : Some 
have  maintained  what  others  have  denied ; 
but  as  the  opponents  on  either  fide  have 
been  each  of  them  fometimes  favoured  by 
experience,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that 

both 
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both  opinions  are  equally  true  therefore 
the  man,  in  whom  the  poifon  lies  con- 
cealed, may,  or  may  not,  communicate  the 
di/temper,  according  to  the  different  habit 
of  body  of  the  women  he  (hall  lie  with  5 
and  vice  verfa.  There  is,  however,  an  ob- 
fervation  I fhall  make  in  this  place — that 
this  malady  may  abfolutely  be  contracted  by 
a found  man  lying  with  a found  woman — 
at  find:  this  will  appear  extraordinary  to  my 
readers — but  if  fhe  has  lately  lain  with  an 
infeCted  man,  and  not  wafhed  the  parts  fince, 
it  may  happen,  that  fome  of  the  contami- 
nated femen  lately  received  may  adhere  to  the 
vagina  or  womb,  and  may  infeCi  the  glans 
of  the  man  next  lying  with  her,  with  a like 
diforder,  as  virulent  matter  emitted  by  wo- 
men would  do  in  cafe  fhe  was  infeCted.  The 
infection  does  not  depend  on  one  alone,  but 
on  two,  the  agent  and  patient,  for  both  to- 
gether contribute  to  it,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  infeCted  or  communicating 
perfon,  and  of  the  found  or  recepient ; hence 
it  follows,  that  it  is  not  to  be  confidered  in 
one  alone,  but  in  both  : the  man  in  whom 
* ■ N 2 the 
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the  poifon  lurks  may  infedt  a found  woman, 
if  by  nature  or  difpofition,  or  manner  of 
lurking  of  the  fubtle  virus,  die  may  be  of 
luch  a temper  and  habit  of  body,  that  the 
force  of  it,  which  may  be  infufficient  to 
produce  any  effedt  in  the  blood  of  the  in- 
fedted  man,  may  yet  be  capable  of  corrupt- 
ing the  blood  of  the  woman,  but  cannot  in- 
fedt her,  if  die  is  of  a robud  and  healthful 
conditution,  and  fo  able  to  efcape  the  force 
of  the  poifon  received  by  coition,  which 
therefore  will  fail  in  its  effedt  in  her,  as  well 
as  it  has  done  in  the.  man ; but  upon  any 
change  in  her  health  and  conditution,  it  may 
diew  itfelf. 

It  may  fometimes  be  obferved,  that 
where  feveral  children  are  born  of  the  fame 
parents,  that  one  or  other  of  them  diall  be 
more  fubjedt  than  the  red  to  drumous  or 
ricketty  diforders,  which  I have  often  known 
to  arife  from  venereal  infedtion  lurking  in 
their  parents ; and  this  diews  us,  that  from 
the  natural  conditution  of  their  bodies,  or 
. the  difeafe  their  mother  laboured  under 
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whild  fhe  was  with  child,  they  were  weaker 
than  the  red,  and  fo  more  deeply  in- 
fedted  with  the  contagion ; in  like  manner 
may  be  reafoned  of  all  ether  appearances, 
which  are  wont  to  fhew  themfelves  in  the 
propagation  of  this  malady. 

It  would  fvvell  this  work  to  too  great 
bounds,  were  I to  give  a detail  of  the  va- 
rious opinions  of  the  different  preparations 
made  ufe  of,  to  re-eflablilh  the  health  of 
patients  labouring  under  thefe  maladies,  and 
their  variety  of  fpecies. — I fhall  only  offer 
what  I have  found,  on  the  mod  attentive 
obfervation,  the  mod  effectual  method  of 
curing  them.  This  is  a decodtion  of  the 
grey  nicker,  commonly  called  the  Montpel- 
lier Apozem,  endowed  with  the  mod  power- 
ful fweetning  quality,  and  the  patients  are 
under  no  reftraint  whatever  during  its  ex- 
hibition. An  extra dt  is  now  prepared  from 
it  poffeffing  the  fame  virtue.  The  fuperior 
degree  of  penetrability  (if  I may  be  allowed 
the  exprefhon)  which  this  medicine  poffeffes, 
and  its  adtion  being  chiefly  determined  to 
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evacuate  the  virus  by  fome  of  the  o'utlets  of 
the  body,  may  be  the  reafon  why  it  is  found 
fo  powerful  a refource  in  all  cafes  where  the 
fluids  are  tainted  with  acrimonious  matter, 
in  ever  fo  great  or  fmall  a degree.  The 
grand  advantage  of  it  is,  that  it  may  be 
given  to  patients,  male  or  female,  of  the 
mod  delicate  frames,  or  even  children  of 
tender  age,  or  in  thofe  whofe  nervous  fyf- 
tem  is  _ exceflively  irritable — for  it  is  well 
known  that  fuch  will  not  bear  mercury, 
even  although  it  be  ever  fo  prudently  ad- 
miniftered.  In  patients,  particularly  wo- 
men, who  often  labour  under  a debility  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  a mercurial  courfe  is 
extremely  hazardous.  Hence,  when  thofe 
complaints  arife  in  families,  the  more  fecret 
and  more  fafely  they  are  got  rid  of,  the  hap- 
pier it  mull  make  the  parties. 


ciiap. 


/ 

( 1 69  ) 


CHAP.  X. 

Of  th  of  e Maladies , not  unfrequently  arifing 
from  Venereal  Caufes . 

IT  has  long  been  a received  opinion,  that 
every  fpecies  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is 
to  be  cured  by  mercury  : and  the  practi- 
tioners of  old,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  .mo- 
derns, continues  to  tread  the  beaten  path,  to 
the  no  finall  detriment  fometimes  of  the  un- 
fortunate fufferer.  The  minds  of  men  grown 
old  in  any  way  of  thinking,  are  like  heavy 
bodies  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  which, 
by  long  lying,  have  funk  into  the  ground, 
and  formed  to  themfelves  a bed,  from  which 
they  cannot  be  eafily  removed,  even  with 
very  great  ft rength ; there  is  a kind  of  vis 
inertias  of  foul  as  well  as  body.  Novelty, 
though  it  be  true  and  convincing  to  them, 
may  yet  be  difpleafing,  becaufe  it  puts  them 
in  mind  of  their  having  been  wrong  all  their 
Jiyes.  It  is  well  known,  that  very  import- 
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ant  difcoveries,  like  rich  mines,  have  Iain 
long  unattended  to,  flighted,  or  mifunder- 
flood,  and  yet  have  been  afterwards  univer- 
fally  adopted,  and  brought  into  philofophy 
and  ufe. 


Though  mercury  is  a very  ufeful  mineral, 
it  does  not  follow,  that  all  the  fymptoms 
brought  on  by  the  venereal  contagion  are 
always  cured  by  it.  Befides,  there  are  fe- 
vers.! medicines  in  the  hands  of  an  ignorant 
man  become  poifon,  whilft,  in  the  hands  of 
the  fkilful  and  experienced  practitioner, 
muA  be  allowed  mod:  excellent  and  ufeful 
in  their  effects ; fuch  are,  opium,  antimony, 
and  fome  preparations  of  mercury,  &c.  and 
many  others,  are,  in  fome  fenfe,  allowed  to 
be  poifonous  ; pernicious,  even  when  given 
in  no  great  quantities,  as  well  to  the  fluid  as 
to  the  folid  parts  of  an  human  body ; and 
given  in  greater  quantities  very  often. fatal : 
and  unlefs  fome  of  the  mod:  dangerous  of 
them  are  duly  prepared  for  ufe  by  an  ex- 
perienced artift,  and  adminiftered  in  proper 
doles  by  a tkilful  practitioner,  the  Materia 
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Medica  would  be  very  deficient,  and  we 
lhould  be  at  a lofs  to  remedy  two  parts  per- 
haps in  three,  as  well  of  chronical,  as  of 
acute  difeafes. 

I have,  in  the  courfe  of  a long  practice, 
feen  numbers  of  inflances  where  mercury 
has  been  thrown  into  the  body  copioufly  by 
fridion,  and  at  other  times  taken  by  the 
mouth,  fometimes  to  occafion  a falivation 
or  fpitting  (which  was  cruel  and  abfurd). 
The  fymptoms  yielded  to  the  power  of 
this  medicine  for  the  prefent,  and  the  patient 
fuppofed  to  be  cured — But  I have  known 
very  lerious  maladies  to  arife  afterwards, 
which  mercury,  indead  of  doing  any  good, 
would  inevitably  deftroy  the  fufferer.  Fif- 
tula  in  ano,  rheumatic  pains,  tetters,  flub- 
born  ulcers,  hedic  coughs,  caries  of  the 
bones,  fcurvy,  fcrophulous  diforders,  &c. 
fometimes  will  attack  the  patient  many  years 
afterwards. 

The  blood  and  other  humours,  whilft 
they  fuffer  attrition  from  the  mercury,  will 
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often  contract  an  acrimony,  and  fometimes 
of  a ferious  nature,  worfe  than  the  malady 
from  whence  it  arofe.  Rheumatic  pains, 
produced  by  the  venereal  poifon,  very  often 
remain  after  the  infection  is  removed,  and 
are  caufed  by  the  acrimony  which  the 
blood  has  contracted  from  its  mixture  with 
the  venereal  poifon ; whence  the  lymph, 
which  is  diftributed  to  the  tendinous  and 
hbrous  parts  of  the  body  becomes  more  fait 
and  acrimonious  ; or  by  the  too  great  vifci- 
dity  of  the  lymph,  which  circulates  flower 
through  the  fmall  veflels,  and  is  more  apt 
to  form  other  obltruCtions/or  by  the  relax- 
ation and  weaknefs  that  is  brought  upon 
the  fibrous,  ligamentary,  tendinous  and  muf- 
cular  parts,  and  by  the  frequent  Ihocks 
they  have  received,  by  which  means  they 
yield  the  eafier  to  an  entire  ftagnation  of 
the  fait  and  acrimonious  lymph.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  remove  thofe  fymptoms,  not 
infrequently  arifing  from  venereal  com- 
plaints after  a copious  exhibition  of  mer- 
curials, it  becomes  abfolutely  neceiTary,  firJt 

to  reltore  the  folid  parts  to  their  natural 
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tone,  and  to  corred  the  exifting  acrimony 
in  the  fluids — this  muft  bp  done  before  ever 
the  patient  can  exped  to  enjoy  the  inva- 
luable bleffing  of  health. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Women  with  Child \ 
Nurfes9  and  Infants, 

JF  any  venereal  patients  claim  our  atten-i 
tion,  women  with  child,  nurfes,  and  in- 
fants, mod;  certainly  do  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree. The  importance  of  the  fubjed,  and 
the  frequent  opportunities  I have  had  of 
inveftigating  it,  have  induced  me  to  make  a 
feparate  Chapter  of  it.  The  ftate  of  preg- 
nancy has  often  proved  a {tumbling  block 
to  practitioners : many  have  been  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  cure  mult  be  deferred  till  the 
patient  is  brought  to  bed.  But  this  argu- 
ment arifes  for  want  of  reflection  ; though 
we  might  acquiefce  in  this  way  of  think- 
ing, were  we  to  conflder  the  mother  only, 
and  not  pay  a proper  regard  to  her  fruit. 
It  is  mod;  certain,  that  the  fltuation  of  a 
venereal  patient  with  child,  very  little  agrees 
with  the  common  mode  of  cure,  by  charg- 
ing 
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Ing  the  pregnant  female  with  mercury, 
either  by  rubbing  it  on  the  legs,  thighs, 
&c.  or  taken  into  the  ilomach.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  the  old  petitioners  wiihed  to 
defer  it — but  by  fo  doing,  we  run  a rifk  of 
not  only  lofing  the  child,  but  likewife  of 
the  mother’s  mifcarrying  a circumilance 
often  attended  with  great  danger.  Thefe 
considerations,  I fhould  think,  are  fufficient 
to  induce  us  to  ad  with  great  circumfpec- 
tion,  and  to  adopt  the  mildeil  and  moil 
effedual  mode  of  treatment.  * It  is  upon 
this  principle,  founded  upon  experience, 
that  I have  regulated  my  condud  in  the 
treatment  of  venereal  patients  with  child. 

In  the  year  1 777,  when  the  British  army 
lay  in  Philadelphia,  and  I need  not  remark, 
that  wherever  there  are  great  numbers  of 

* Befides  the  danger  of  a mifcarriage,  a venereal 
patient  with  child  is  liable  to  fuffer  by  the  death  of  the 
.foetus,  half  rotten.  I have  feen  women  in  this  fituation 
in  great  danger  during  their  delivery.  Befides,  if  the 
child  lives,  and  fhould  be  given  out  to  nurfe,  law-fuits 
have  been  grounded  upon  fuch  occafions. 
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foldiers  and  failors,  venereal  maladies  are 
generally  pretty  frequent.  I happened  to 
be  quartered  at  the  houfe  of  a refpeCtable 
citizen,  who,  after  having  come  off  a jour- 
ney, communicated  this  complaint  to  his 
wife,  who  gave  it  to  three  children  and  a 
fervant  maid.  Unfortunately,  the  wife  was 
with  child,  and  giving  fuck  at  the  fame  time 
to  a child  twenty  months  old,  who  likewife 
had  caught  the  infection,  fhe  and  her  huf- 

band  were  anxious  to  know  whether  it 

* 

would  be  necefiary  to  defer  the  cure  till  fhe 
was  delivered.  I was  of  opinion  it  fhould 
be  undertaken  immediately.  Thus  the  mo- 
ther and  child  were  radically  cured ; and 
five  months  after  flue  was  brought  to  bed  of 
a healthy  fine  boy.  I have  known  many 
inftances  where  it  became  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  ufe  great  exertions  towards  a cure, 
in  order  to  aflift  labour,  which  would  other- 
wife  be  very  difficult,  and  perhaps  impracti- 
cable — efpecially  where  confiderable  ob- 
ftruCtions  are  in  the  vagina,  occafioned  by  a 
venereal  taint,  fchirrous  tumours,  calloiities, 

and  a confiderable  tumefaction  of  the  geni- 
tals, 
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t-als,  &c.  Monk  Deydier,  ProfefTor  of 
Phyfic  and  Surgery  in  the  univerfity  of 
Montpelier,  had  a cafe  of  this  kind  of  a 
very  lingular  nature,  to  which  I was  an 
eye-witnefs,  through  the  politenefs  of  that 
able  pi  aCtitionei . The  patient  was  about 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  fix  months  gone 
with  child,  who  was  afraid  of  lofing  her  life 
in  her  lying-in,  on  account  of  a conliderabie 
tumefaction  of  the  genitals,  where  I per- 
ceived a number  of  venereal  ulcers,  which 
had  formed  a fwelling  at  the  labia  as  large 
as  one  s two  hits.  7 he  labia  were  drawn 
fo  dole  together,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
feparate  them,  and  Hie  fuffered  great  pain 
in  other  refpeCts.  Tvlonf.  Deydier  made  a 
perfedt  cure  of  his  patient  by  his  mild  me- 
thod, without  any  mercurial  friction,  or  any 
fen  fib  le  evacuation  fupervening.  She  was 
brought  to  bed  three  weeks  after  of  a girl, 
who  was  healthy,  and  continued  fo  while  I 
remained  at  Montpelier.  I have  had  three 
cafes  very  fimilar  under  my  own  care,  within 
thefe  laft  four  years.  When  female  patients 
are  not  managed  with  great  caution  under 

thefe 


( ) 

thefe  complaints,  even  their  moft  fimple 

ipecies,  difeafes  of  another  clafs  are  very  apt 

to  attack  them.  I have  known  oppreffions, 

melancholy,  with  great  thoughtfulnefs,  lofs 

of  appetite,  decay  of  ftrength,  &c.  fhake 

the  conftitution  of  perhaps  the  delicate  fuf- 

ferer.  The  whites,  in  fuch  conditions, 

will  commonly  intervene,  and  flowing  in 

great  quantity,  may  bring  on  a foft  and 

bloated  habit  of  body,  a fwarthy  and  pale 

countenance,  with  not  unfrequently  hyfte- 

rical  fits,  a remarkable  laflitude  and  weari- 

nefs  of  the  body,  and  a decay  of  ftrength, 

all  which  fymptoms,  in  general,  proceed 

from  a difpirited  blood,  and  the  habit  of 

body  I have  often  feen  aedematous,  from  the 

-waterifh  diipofition  of  it.  f have  orten 

been  confulted,  even  where  the  fymptoms 

did  not  flop  here,  but  in  progrefs  ot  time, 

which  had  been  wafted  under  the  hands  of 

the  ignorant.  The  difeafe  had  become  in  a 

manner  confirmed,  bringing  on  a hedtical 

difpofition,  atrophy,  and  a wafting  of  the 

flefti,  till  at  length  the  body  is  plainly 

brought  to  the  highcft  degree  of  a confump- 

tion, 
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tion,  and  that  very  often  I have  feen  hap- 
pen without  a cough,  or  any  other  fign  of 
the  lungs  being  affected. 

But  this  diftemper  is  eafily  cured,  if  the 
antecedent  caufe  be  properly  attended  to, 
and  by  proper  means  timely  removed,  there 
will  then  be  no  fear  but  the  patient  may  be 
preferved  from  the  impending  confumption 
that  may  threaten  her.  Medicines  that  are 
balfamic  and  reftorative,  may  fometimes  be 
exhibited  to  replenifh  the  difpirited  and  im- 
poverifhed  blood  with  new,  oily,  and  benign 
ichyle.  Great  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to 
ithe  menftrual  difcharges,  or  monthly  eva- 
luations—But  it  is'impoffible  to  lay  down 
rules  in  every  cafe.  The  temperament  or 
-con ftitu tion  of  the  patient,  muft,  by  all 
:means,  be  attended  to— Indeed  all  depends 
on  the  judgement  of  the  practitioner. 

In  regard  to  nurfes,  who  have  the  vene- 
real taint,  and  children  whom  they  fuckle, 
many  practitioners  content  themfelves  with 
exhibiting  medicines  to  the  nurfes. only, 
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imagining  that  the  milk,  being  impregnated 
with  the  remedy,  is  capable  of  curing  the 
child.  This  is  particularly  obferved  by  the 
illuftrious  Hildanus,  and  many  other  pro- 
'felfors  of  diftinguifhed  abilities  in  the  art 
of  healing,  and  leaves  little  room  to  doubt 
but  it  mav  be  fufficient ; but  in  order  to  be 
more  fecure. — I order  a proportionate  quan- 
tity of  the  fame  remedy  for  the  child,  which 
is  a method  I have  adopted  thefe  many 
years,  and  have  always  found  to  anfwer  my 
expectations.  With  regard  to  children  who 
are  weaned,  and  have  the  venereal  taint, 
either  from  their  parents  or  nurfes,  they 
ought  to  be  treated  before  the  malady  has 
taken  deep  root,  but  with  all  the  attention 
their  tender  age  and  reduced  flate  may  re- 
quire. If  this  is  not  attended  to  at  a 
proper  time,  as  they  grow  up  the  malady 
may  become  incurable  *. — But  it  is  impol- 
iible  to  lay  down  rules  for  every  cafe — -it 
Hluft  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  practi- 
tioner. 

* Vide  a cafe  of  this  kind  of  a very  fingular  nature, 
in  the  5th  edition  of  this  work,  page  82. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

On  the  ImpotenCy  of  Man. 

TMPOTENCY  in  men  is  brought  on 
frequently  in  confequence  of  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  diforders  * they  mud;  be 
treated  according  to  their  feveral  fpecies  i 
wfyen,  therefore,  we  can  tell  the  occafion 
and  particulars  of  this  unfortunate  com- 
plaint, we  can,  with  greater  certainty*  re* 
commend  proper  remedies* 

Imbecillity  I have  often  known  to  arile 
from  diforders  of  the  feminary  veffeJs  them- 
felves^  but  the  mod;  frequent  caufe  which 
has  occurred  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a feries 
of  years  practice,  is  in  the  pro  date  gland. 
V/  hen  this  gland  is  in  the  lead  difeafed,  the 
venereal  adt  can  never  be  performed  well, 
and  procreation  will  then  ceafe  on  the  part 
!°f  the  male.  Sometimes  the  caufe  is  in 
the  mufculi  eredtores,  or  acceleratores,  by 
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whofe  affiftance  the  penis  acquires  its  rigi- 
dity and  tendon,  as  when  they  are  weak 
and  relaxed,  and  wholly  unfit  for  the  of- 
fice of  eredtion  ; with  which  diforders  it  is 
no  uncommon  thing  for  the  feminary  veifels 
and  mufcles  that  perform  the  office  of  erec- 
tion to  be  affedted  from  a venereal  caufe. 
This  kind  of  impotency  will  not  yield  to 
any  treatment  but  antivenereal.  I have  alfo, 
in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  obferved  im- 
potency of  another  nature— —the  patients 
have  laboured  under  gleets  for  a length  of 
time— others  have  had  a difcharge  of  the 
feed  fooner  than  ufual,  with  very  little  fenfe 
of  pleafure,  and  before  the  eredtion  could 
be  perfedted. 

This  impotency  arifes  from  the  too  great 
widenefs  of  the  dudts  and  their  openings 
into  the  urethra,  whereby  the  femen  was 
too  eafily  and  readily  difcharged  through 
them  before  the  work  was  perfedted,  which 
widenefs  or  relaxation  has  often  been  occa- 
fioned  by  old  gonorrhoeas,  negledted  or  un- 
fkilfully  managed.  Patients  in  this  condi- 
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tion  foon  recover,  when  the  relaxed  excre- 
tory 4udts  are  reftored  to  their  priftine 
flate. 

The  fourth  and  lad  caufe  proceeds  not 
. ^infrequently  from  the  flate  of  mind  of  the 
patient,  and  which  may  be  cured  without 
the  aid  of  any  internal  medicine. 
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OBSERVATION  XLIX, 

Spitting  of  Blood , Ulcers  in  the  Throaty 
with  Palpitations  of  the  Heart. 

A YOUNG  Gentleman  of  the  regiment 
to  which  I was  furgeon,  in  his  firfl  effay, 
got  a fmall  ulcer  under  the  frenum.  He 
was  upon  the  recruiting  fervice  upwards  of 
one  hundred  miles  from  head  quarters.  He 
applied  immediately  to  a phyfician  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  for  two  months  took 
a variety  of  mercurials,  without  having  any 
effed  on  the  ulcer.  Calcined  mercury  and 
the  farfaparilla  decodion  was  what  was 
chiefly  ufed  for  upwards  of  two  months. 
His  phyfician  finding  the  difeafe  did  not 
give  way,  and  his  patient  getting  weak,  de- 
fred  more  advice  to  be  called  in.  His 
friends  wrote  to  the  commanding  officer, 
requefting  I might  be  fent  to  attend  him. 
I found  his  tonfils  alfo  much  afFeded  with 
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virus,  and  he  feemed  a bad  fubjed  for  mer- 
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cury.  His  phyfician  was  a man  of  abili- 
ties, and  had  done  his  duty.  We  continued 
both  to  attend  him  near  three  months.  In 
thofe  days  mercurial  fridion  was  the  fafhion, 
unacquainted  with  a better  mode;  I ac- 
cordingly, after  a previous  preparation,  ad- 
vifed  a drachm  to  be  ufed  every  fecond 
night,  and  continued  them  for  twelve  days  : 
perceiving  he  bore  it,  I ordered  a drachm 
and  an  half.  Notwithftanding  this,  neither 
the  fmall  ulcer  nor  tonfils  grew  better;  the 
latter  were  very  large,  and  the  clefts  full  of 
matter,  which  I took  out  from  time  to 
time.  After  eight  weeks,  all  the  progrefs 
we  made  was,  that  the  tonfils  became  lefs  : 
and  the  laft  fortnight  he  took  vthrce  half- 
pints a day  of  the  farfaparilla  decodion  and 
bark,  with  a few  drops  of  Huxham’s  anti- 
monial  in  each  draught.  I now  began 
to  be  furpized,  when  I obferved,  that  the 
night  after  rubbing,  the  ulcer  and  tonfils 
were  remarkably  worfe.  I now  propofed 
to  my  colleague  to  leave  off  mercury  entirely, 
which  we  agreed  to.  After  which  the  lit- 
tle ulcer  healed  in  the  fpace  of  a,  week, 
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with  only  the  application  of  a little  dry 
lint,  and  his  tonfils  grew  gradually  better  : 
they  remained  enlarged  for  fome  time,  but 
when  he  was  reftored  to  his  flefli  and 
flrength  all  venereal  appearances  vanished. 

I am  weH  - allured,  that  if  mercury  had 
been  continued  in  this  cafe,  with  a view  of 
having  his  complaints  fuhdued,  he  would 
have  perilhed  under  the  treatment. 

OBSERVATION  L. 

Copper-coloured  Spots  on  the  'Body , with  a 
hedtic  Cough  and  nervous  Fever . 

AN  Officer  of  the  fame  regiment  having 
confulted  a phyfician  for  a complaint  which 
he  had  laboured  under  feveral  years  : it  was 
a number  of  copper-coloured  eruptions  on 
his  bread:  and  various  parts  of  his  body, 
accompanied  with  a fhort  cough  and  fever, 
for  which  he  was  ordered  fome  mercurial 
pills : they  confided  principally  of  calomel 
joined  with  opium,  about  three  grains  of 
^he  former  and  one  of  the  latter.  After 

he 


i 


( ig7  ) 

he  had  taken  one  every  night  for  fix  nights, 
on  the  feventh  day  he  was  in  a complete  fali- 
vation— his  tongue  was  fwelled  for  many 
weeks,  and  for  a long  time  he  was  obliged 
to  be  fed  with  foft  fpoon  meat.  Some  days, 
he  told  me,  he  ufed  to  fpit  two  quarts  a 
dav ; was  emaciated,  and  melted  down  to  a 
fkeleton.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  fevere 
difcipline,  his  complaints  flill  remained,  and 
fome  were  much  worfe'.  Hence  the  ab- 
furdity  of  falivation,  and  not  unfrequently 
the  ineflicacy  of  mercury,  even  when  pru- 
dently adminiftered. 

This  gentleman,  after  his  recovery  from 
the  falivation,  was  cured  of  all  his  venereal 
fymptoms,  by  the  ufe  of  antimonial  altera- 
tives, under  my  own  care  and  direction. 
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OBSERVATION  LI. 

A Species  oj  the  Lues  commonly  called  the 

Taws, 

WHEN  I was  in  America,  I met  with 
a Britifh  merchant,  who  had  lately  arrived 
from  Martinico,  where  he  had  been  a pri- 
foner  with  the  French.  He  employed  me 
to  attend  him  for  a few  puflulcr  and  leprous 
eruptions  in  different  parts, of  his  body;  he 
had  a fmall  abfcefs  in  each  arm- pit,  and 
fome  fmall  warts  about  the  anus  ; his  ge- 
nitals were  free  from  any  fymptom,  but  his 
hands  and  feet  were  confiderably  fwollen 
with  large  filfures,  from  whence  iffued  a 
very  {linking  ichorous  matter.  I put  him 
immediately  under  a courfe  of  mercurials, 
which  was  continued  five  weeks ; but  in- 
ftead  of  gaining  ground  on  the  diforder,  he 
abfolutely  got  worfe;  the  eruptions  became 
now  running  fores,  and  did  not  feem  the 
leaft  difpofed  to  heal  up,  but  continued  to 
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vent  a vaft  deal  of  {linking  famous  matter — - 
a large  tumour  formed  on  his  rump,  which 
difcharged  the  fame  kind  of  virulent  matter. 
His  body  now  became  covered  with  fcales, 
which  grew  fo  hard  and  ftiff,  that  he  could 
fcarce  bend  a limb  or  finger.  Two  frefli 
tumours  again  ftarted  up,  vone  on  his  right 
bread  and  another  on  his  left,  voiding  pro- 
digious quantities  of  the  fame  kind  of  mat- 
ter. I obferved,  in  this  gentleman’s  cafe, 
that  wherever  any  of  thefe  ulcers  appeared, 
they  ran  only  under  the  fkin,  being  entirely 
feated  in  and  feeding  on  the  adipofe  mem- 
brane (which  coincides  with  the  opinion  of 
Profefior  Boerhaave,  about  the  feat  of  this 
difeafe)  • the  mufcles  and  tendons  under- 
neath appeared  fair  and  florid.  I fount} 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  by  mercury  in 
any  form,  and  fortunately,  at  this  crifis,  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  the 
grey  nicker,  of  which  he  began  to  drink  a 
decoftion,  firft  having  recourfe  to  a warm 
emollient  bath,  in  which  his  whole  body 
was  immerged.  This  wonderful  vegetable 
fijn  the  difeafe  off  by  infeqfibje  perfpira- 
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tion,  urine,  and  ftool,  and  aded  the  moll 
powerful  alterative  I ever  beheld  in  my  life. 
A rnoft  plentiful  dilution  was  kept  up- 
attempting  withal  to  detach  the  fcaly  cuticle 
by  continued  emollient  baths.  By  this 
means  the  fcales  came  off  apace,  juft  in 
the  manner  ufual  in  the  confluent  fmall- 
pox,  only  much  larger,  feveral  being  above 
four  or  five  inches  over.  In  a fortnight  he 
got  rid  of  his  coat  of  mail — but  he  was 
much  emaciated — but  by  a nourifhing  diet, 
and  continuing  his  remedy,  he  daily  ac- 
quired both  ftrength  and  fpirits,  till  every 
fymptom  difappeared,  and  his  health,  in 
every  refped,  perfedly  re-eftablifhed. 

OBSERVATION  LIE 

Fatal  Confiunption  after  a Mercurial  Courfe . 

WHEN  I was  at  New-York,  I was 
called  to  vilit  a young  gentleman  of  Ja- 
maica, about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  who 
was  under  a falivation — his  complaints  were 

two 
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two  or  three  chancres  on  his  penis,  and  art 
ulcer  in  the  left  tonfil.  His  phyfician  or- 
dered him  flrong  mercurial  fridions  for 
thirty  nights — he  was  at  this  time  (pitting 
three  or  four  pints  a day. 

His  chancres  healed  up,  and  his  throat 
got  well  : but  it  proved  an  unfortunate 
bufinefs,  for  the  young  gentleman,  who 
came  to  me  about  fix  months  after,  to  con- 
fult  me  for  a hawking  cough  and  low  fever. 
I was  really  much  affeded — for  as  foon  as 
I examined  him  I faw  his  fituation— he  had 
evident  fymptoms  of  a confumption.  I 
advifed  him  to  repair  immediately  to  his 
native  clime,  where  he  lived  much  longer 
than  he  would  have  done  in  North  Ame- 
rica, being  upwards  of  two  years. 
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OBSERVATION  LIII. 

Venereal  Ulcers , with  a general  Confumption 
of  the  whole  Body . 

AN  able-bodied  man,  of  the  fifth  regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  lay  for  fome  nights  with 
a girl,  who  recently  came  out  of  a faliva- 
tion.  In  fome  days  after  he  came  to  the 
hofpital  for  advice.  I found  the  infide  of 
his  mouth  all  fpeckledover  withfmall  ulcers, 
which  caufed  as  complete  a falivation  as  I 
ever  faw.  I was  farther  amazed,  when  he 
told  me,  that  he  fweat  fo  profufely  in  the 
night,  as  to  wet  through  his  bed-cloths. 
In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks  he  was  worn 
down,  from  a flrong  robuft  man  to  a fkele- 
ton.  His  fore  teeth  dropped  out;  he  broke 
out  all  over  with  venereal  puflules,  and 
the  cornea  of  his  right  eye  became  vaftly 
thickened.  He  had  been,  and  ftill  was, 
when  he  could  get  it,  a very  hard  drinker, 
and  fubjedt  befides  to  fcorbutic  eruptions. 
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In  the  beginning  he  had  the  bark  plen- 
tifully, with  an  opiate  at  night,  ftrong 
gargles  of  the  farfaparilla,  with  a fmall  por- 
tion of  fublimate.  His  fweats  and  fpitting 
diminifhed ; but  he  was  fo  much  exhausted, 
I judged  it  mod:  prudent  to  liberate  him  en- 
tirely out  of  the  hofpital  for  the  benefit  of 
frefh  air  ; he  then  wandered  about  the  fields 
and  among  the  the  farm-houfes,  procuring 
abundance  of  milk,  which  was  his  chief 
food.  In  about  a month  he  had  acquired 
more  ftrength ; but  the  puftules  which  co- 
vered his  face  now  became  ulcers,  attended 
with  pains  in  his  limbs.  The  cornea  of 
his  eye,  which  was  thickened,  feemed  now 
to  have  matter  formed  behind  it.  He  was 
foon  put  under  a courfe  of  the  Montpelier 
Apozem.  His  fpitting  fubfided  in  the  fpace 
of  a fortnight,  and  he  began  to  eat  folid 
food.  In  feven  weeks  he  was  perfectly 
cured.  1 his  man  was  railed  from  a flate 
of  general  putrifadtion  to  health  and  vigour. 
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OBSERVATION  LIV. 

Dropjical  Complaints,  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
a Venereal  Caufe * 

THE  wife  of  a Serjeant,  of  the  fifth  re- 
giment came  to  the  hofpital  big  with  the 
afeites,  or  dropfy.  Her  hufband  had  died 
fome  time  before  of  a pockey  hedtic  ; fhe 
herfelf,  before  this  time,  had  been  treated 
for  venereal  complaints.  Her  belly  was 
very  big,  and  the  naval  much  inflamed ; I 
purpofed  tapping  her  next  morning,  but 
during  the  night  it  burft,  and  difeharged  a 
great  quantity  of  water  : however,  as  there 
was  much  remaining  I tapped  her,  and  dii— 
charged  eight  quarts  of  water ; it  was  very 
foul,  and  feemed  as  if  there  were  foeces 
mixed  among  it.  The  next  day  fhe  was 
feized  with  a purging,  which  refembled  the 
water  difeharged  by  tapping,  attended  with 
fevere  gripes.  She  had  feveral  dofes  of 

rheubarb  from  time  to  time.  The  purging 
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fdbfided,  and  fhe  gained  flrength.  I then 
put  her  under  a courfe  of  alteratives,  by 
which  means  all  her  dropfi'cal  complaints 
were  removed,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  cured; 


OBSERVATION  LV. 

A large  Abfcefs  on  the  Verge  of  the  Anns , 
with  Venereal  Warts -,&c, 

v 

A YOUNG  Gentleman  contracted  a 
gonorrhoea,  for  which  I believe  he  went 
under  no  regular  treatment— about  four 
months  after  he  came  to  town  for  my  ad- 
vice. When  I vifited  him,  he  fhewed  me 
an  abfcefs  that  was  forming  on  the  verge  of 
the  anus : before  it  appeared,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  a fwelling  in  his  groin,  which 
went  back ; wheii  the  abfcefs  became  full  of 
matter  it  was  drawn  off,  and  I found  the  rec- 
tum thin  and  bare ; every  thing  went  on  well. 
As  there  was  a ftrong  prefumption  that  this 
was  the  baneful  confequence  of  a bad-ma- 
naged clap,  he  was  put  immediately  under 
a courfe  of  the  Montpehu  Apozem— In 

V about 
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about  fix  weeks  the  abfcefs  was  healed ; he 
now  {hewed  me,  for  the  firfl"  time,  three  or 
four  warts  behind  the  nut  of  the  penis ; they 
were  foon  diffolved  by  the  metallic  folution  ; 
but  he  hill  continued  taking  the  remedy  for 
fix  weeks  longer,  by  way  of  fecurity.  His 
health  was  now  perfectly  re-eftabliihed  in 
every  refpeCt,  and  he  returned  to  his  feat  in 
the  country,  where  he  foon  recovered  his 
former  habit  of  body. 


OBSERVATION  LVI. 

TV arts  upon  the  Gians  Penis,  after  a 

Gonorrhoea . 

A COUNTRY  Gentleman  came  to 
town  to  confult  me.  He  obferved,  that 
after  having  been  apparently  cured  of  a go- 
norrhoea, about  three  months  after  a num- 
ber of  warts  broke  out  on  the  glans  and 
behind  it ; he  went  from  one  practitioner  to 
another  in  the  country,  and  took  a variety 
of  mercurials,  without  any  alteration  for 
the  better;  and  when  taken  down  by  cauftic, 

which 
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Which  produced  but  a temporary  efred,  they 
ioon  fprung  up  afrefh,  He  had  now  been 
for  three  years  difeafed,  and  never  had  any 
other  venereal  appearance.  His  conftitution 
was  much  afteded  by  the  great  quantity  of 
mercury  he  had  taken,  but  it  had  no  effed 
upon  his  difeafe,  which  was,  no  doubt,  the 
venereal  lues.  I recommended  him  the 
Montpelier  Apozem,  which  he  took  regu- 
larly xor  about  two  months  under  my  own 
care  and  diredion  by  which  the  warts 
were  loon  destroyed,  and  the  ill  effeds  of 
the  mercury,  which  he  had  been  taking  for 
fo  long  a time,  were  entirely  walked  away 
from  his  confhtution,  and  his  general  health 
happily  and  perfedly  re-efliablifhed. 

* 

OBSERVATION  LVII. 

t 

A Lady  tnfefted, , although  her  Hujband  had 
no  external  Appearance  of  any  venereal 
Complaint . 

A LADY,  whole  hufband  had  been  fix 

\ 

years  abfent  from  her,  a few  weeks  after  his 

P a 
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return  home,  £he  began  to  complain  of  a 
forenefs  about  the  labia,  which  daily  in- 
creafed.  In  three  months  after  fhe  applied 
to  me  for  advice,  when  die  was  fcarcely  able 
to  walk.  I found  the  entire  labia  covered 
with  venereal  chancres ; yet  her  hufband 
had  not  the  lead  fymptom  of  this  com- 
plaint, to  appearance,  externally,  although, 
during  great  part  of  the  time,  he  had  fre- 
quent connection  with  her,  and  fhe  con- 
ceived. On  recollection,  he  told  me  he  had 
fome  flight  ulcers  about  two  years  before 
on  the  glans,  which  were  foon  cured,  and 
he  never  had  any  complaint  after.  How- 
ever, as  he  had  gone  under  no  regular  treat- 
ment for  them,  I was  of  opinion,  that  he 
infeCted  his  wife,  notwithstanding  his  hav- 
ing no  external  appearance.  They  both 
began  immediately  a courfe  of  remedies  * 
She  was  perfectly  cured  in  the  fpace  of  two 
months  $ and  her  hufband  took  the  Mont- 
pelier Apoaem  a confiderable  time,  for  Ins 
greater  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  his  mind. 


OBSE 
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OBSERVATION  LVIII. 

Fluor  Albus , nvitb  Eruptions  on  the  Breajtf 
and  intermitting  Head-Achs. 

A LADY  who  had  taken  a large  quan- 
tity of  mercury  by  the  advice  of  a phyfi- 
cian,  with  a view  to  cure  her  of  fome  erup- 
tions on  her  breaR,  which  he  fuppofed  to 
be  venereal,  applied  to  me  for  advice.  I 
found  her  much  relaxed,  with  a very  fallow 
tinge  (though  her  complexion  was  naturally 
of  the  fair  eft  kind).  She  had  a flight  fever 
on  her  every  night.  Her  conRitution. 
feemed  much  affedted,  from  the  quantity  of 
mercury  fhe  had  taken ; but  the  eruptions 
were  Rill  Rationary.  I recommended  her 
the  Montpelier  preparation,  which  fhe  con- 
tinued near  two  months.  The  eruptions 
on  her  breaR  vanifhed,  the  fkin  refuming 
it  natural  colour — Her  head-ach  and  fever 
entirely  left  her,  the  fluor  albus  difappeared, 
and  her  general  health,  which  had  fo  long 
fuffered,  was  perfectly  re-eftablifhed. 

P 3 OBSER- 


OBSERVATION  LIX. 


. “Eruptions , 'with  glandular  Swellings  of  the 
Neck  of  the  fcrophulous  Kind . 

A YOUNG  Lady,  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  had  been  afdidted  with  fcaly  erup- 
tions for  feveral  years ; they  disfigured 
her  neck  and  bread.  I could  hardly 
help  thinking  that  there  was  a mixture  of 
venereal  along  with  it,  for  I found  that  her 
father  had  formerly  been  afdidted  with  fimi- 
lar  eruptions  on  the  bread,  hands,  legs,  &c. 
from  which  a glofy  moidure  oozed  forth, 
and  growing  dry,  gradually  hardened  into 
thick  incrudations.  I advifed  a courfe  of 
the  Montpelier  Apozem  for  the  young 
Lady,  and  alfo  for  her  father,  which  was 
continued  for  a condderable  time  after  their 
cure  was  completed,  by  way  of  greater 
fecurity. 
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OBSERVATION  LX. 

Schirrous  Tumour  of  the  Tefiicle . 

A COUNTRY  Gentleman  was  recom- 
mended to  me  with  a hard  fchirrous  tumour 
of  his  tefticle,  about  the  fize  of  a hen’s  ego-, 
which  had  been  concluded  to  be  venereal, 
as  it  came  without  any  external  injury.  He 
had  lived  very  free  for  feme  time  before. 
He  had  rubbed  near  one  pound  of  the  mer- 
curial ointment  into  his  thighs  and  legs, 
and  alfo  taken  mercury  internally,  under  the 
care  of  a furgeon  before  he  came  to  me. 
That  medicine  had  reduced  him  to  a very 
weak  Hate,  and  he  was  both  languid  and 
emaciated,  without  having  had  any  favour- 
able effect  on  his  complaint.  Difcutient 
fomentations  and  cataplafms  had  alfo  been 
for  a length  of  time  applied  to  the  affeded 
part.  1 ad vi fed  a decodion  of  the  grey 
nicker — The  tumour  grew  fofter  in  the 
fpace  of  a month,  and  began  to  decreafe  in 

P 4 bulk 
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bulk — He  continued  the  medicine  for  about 
two  months  longer,  during  which  time  both 
the  hardnefs  and  fwelliog  totally  difappeared, 
and  he  obtained  a perfect  cure. 

OBSERVATION  LXI. 

A Gangrene  of  the  Genital  Parts  of  a young 
Girl,  •which  proved  fatal. 

A YOUNG  Girl  about  feven teen  years 
of  age,  on  her  fir  ft  efiay,  contracted  a few 
venereal  fores,  which  were  very  painful,  and 
the  labia  was  alfo  much  fwelled. 

Being  of  a full  fanguine  habit  of  body, 
I advifed  that  great  caution  fhould  be  ufed 
previous  to,  as  well  as  after,  putting  her  on 
any  courfe  of  aCtive  mercurials.  By  antU 
phlogiftic  treatment,  both  the  pain  and  in- 
flammation w7oifid  have  gradually  fubfided  : 
but  this  advice  was  not  followed,  for  fine 
was  immediately  put  under  a courfe  of  mer- 
curial frictions,  and  the  fores  were  every  day 

ckefted  with  the  mercurial  ointment.  1 Ee 

event 
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event  was,  that  every  fymptom  rapidly  in- 
creafed ; fo  that  in  fifteen  days  after,  I 
found  her  a mod  loathfome  objedt  all  the 
labia  and  the  furrounding  parts  in  a frightful 
gangrene,  from  which  there  ifiued  fuch  a 
flench,  as  was  intolerable.  Two  days  after 
this  flae  died, 

OBSERVATION  LXIL 

Painful  Sen  fat  mis  near  the  Neck  of  the 
Bladder  of  fever  al  Tears  flan  ding,  arijing 
from  an  ill-managed  Gonorrhoea . 

A YOUNG  Gentleman,  in  confequence 
of  a gonorrhoea,  which  had  not  been  judi- 
cioufly  treated,  laboured  under  the  moft  dis- 
agreeable fenfations  for  feveral  years  after- 
wards. He  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  emif- 
fions  of  the  femen,  that  the  venereal  adt  be- 
came a great  pain  to  him  in  lieu  of  a plea- 
fure ; he  therefore  was  obliged  to  avoid  the 
fex  on  that  account.  This  fituation  gave 
him  an  uncommon  degree  of  concern,  being 
a bar  to  changing  his  condition.  He  had, 

for 
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for  a long  time,  gone  from  one  praditioner 
to  another,  without  obtaining  relief.  They 
in  general  had  given  him  mercurials,  which 
1 readily  perceived  when  he  applied  to  me. 
I found  his  proftate  gland  and  the  feminal 
duds  highly  difeafed.  His  health  was  hap- 
pily re-efbabl ifhed  by  the  ufe  of  the  attrad- 
ing  medicated  found  and  feme  fweeteners 
internally.  He  afterwards  foon  married,  to 
his  no  fmall  fatisfadion. 


OBSERVATION  LXIII. 

» 

P undent  Difcharge  of  Matter  from  the 
Ears , arifing  from  ‘venereal  Caufe . 

A COUNTRY  Gentleman  came  to  town 
to  confult  me  for  an  oozing  of  purulent 
matter  from  both  his  ears,  but  particularly 
the  left.  His  cheek  and  neck  were  fome- 
times  fo  incrufled  with  the  difcharge,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  hot  water 
and  foap  to  wa£h  it  off.  Sea  bathing  had 
been  tried  for  a long  time ; afterwards  the 

bark 
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bark  and  cold  bathing,  without  fuccefs*  - 

When  he  applied  to  me,  he  had  been  ill  five 

years.  About  a year  previous  to  its  break- 

in?  out  he  had  laboured  under  a venereal 
0 & „ 
iymptom,  which,  from  the  treatment  he 

underwent,  I had  no  doubt  was  the  caufe 

of  it.  I recommended  him  a courfe  of  fweet- 

ners,  which,  with  a few  rules  in  his  diet, 

conquered  this  loathfome  complaint,  which 

would  have  deprived  him  of  the  fenfe  of 

hearing  in  a little  time  longer. 


OBSERVATION  LXIV. 

A conjiant  flowing  of  Saliva,  with  great 

Debility. 

A GENTLEMAN  brought  his  Lady 
to  my  houie  for  my  advice:  fhe  was  about 
thirty  ye<.r  of  age ; about  live  years  ago  die 
had  been  falivated  for  a llight  venereal  com- 
plaint, which  her  hufband  h id  communi- 
cated ; but  fuch  was  the  fingularity  of  her 
conditution,  that  the  fpittinghad  continued 
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more  or  lefs  ever  fince ; the  leaft  expofure 
to  cold  air,  or  a Small  current  of  it  through 
her  chamber  door,  fhocked  her  whole 
frame ; on  which  account  fhe  was  obliged 
to  be  houfed  almoft  conftantly,  both  fum- 
mer  and  winter.  Her  chief  nourishment 
was  liquids,  being  unable  to  eat  folid 
food.  She  was  obliged  conftantly  to  keep 
a handkerchief  to  her  mouth,  the  faliva 
flowing  copioufly  at  all  times. 

0 

Whenever  fhe  happened  to  eat  a bit  of 
fruit  pie,  or  ripe  fruit  of  any  kind,  it  im- 
mediately flew  to  her  bowels,  and  brought 
on  a violent  diarrhoea,  in  one  of  which  fhe 
had  nearly  loft  her  life.  Her  general  health 
was  materially  injured— her  menftrual  dif- 
charge  had  long  difappeared,  and  fhe  had 
every  appearance  of  a confumption.  The 
ftrft  thing  I attempted  in  this  cafe  was,  to 
adminifter  fuch  remedies  beft  calculated  to 
bring  about  the  monthly  difeharges,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  give  her  ftrength,  which 
was  fortunately  accomplished — and  her  cure 
was  afterwards  happily  compleated  by  taking 

reftora- 
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redoratives  and  fweeteners,  to  the  great  joy 
of  her  hufband. — She  has  fince  bore  him 
three  fine  children. 


OBSERVATION  LXV. 

1 ' 

Broken  Conjiitution , with  Imbecillity . 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a middle  age, 
who  had  been  a very  hard  liver,  had  been, 
for  a long  time  fubjedt  to  paroxifms 
of  nervous  debility,  which,  for  a time, 
deprived  him  in  a great  meafure  of 
the  ufe  of  his  faculties.  Elis  blood  was 
impoverithed,  and  his  conflitution  broken. 
He  had  been  frequently  wounded  under 
Venus’s  banner,  and  there  was  a good  deal 
of  acrimony  in  his  fluids.  Lie  was  now 
totally  incapable  of  all  venereal  intercourfe  : 
however,  by  a courfe  of  refloratives  and  fome 
fweeteners,  this  gentleman  was  fortunately 
redored  to  his  prifline  health. 
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OBSERVATION  LXVI. 

/ 

Venereal  Confumption , W/,6  a difeafed  Liver a 

A GENTLEMAN,  about  forty- five  'v 
years  of  age,  who  had  redded  a long  time 
in  India,  having  contracted  a venereal  com- 
plaint in  the  torrid  zone,  which  bid  defiance 
to  the  profeflion,  and  being  of  many  years 
Handing,  together  with  the  abufe  of  mer- 
cury, he  was  really  reduced  to  the  lad  de- 
gree of  bodily  weaknefs,  with  great  dejec- 
tion of  fpirits,  and  a defponding  melan- 
choly Hate  of  mind.  He  had,  for  a long 
time,  taken  the  decoction  of  the  woods, 
with  the  fublimate  of  mercury— Had  taken 
the  bark  for  a long  time,  and  changed  his 
air  to  the  moH  healthy  places.  . He  .was 
very  fallow,  felt  an  indolent  pain  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  liver,  which  was  fchirrous.  By  N 
a courfe  of  fweeteners,  compofed  of  the 
grey  nicker,  with  its  extra#,  his  venereal  & 
c fymptoms 
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iymptoms  entirely  vanifhed ; but  he  fell  a 
victim  to  his  diteafed  liver  about  two  years 
afterwards. 

OBSERVATION  LXVII. 

i 

Female  Weaknefs , with  tetterous  Eruptions 
on  the  Breaft  and  other  Farts  of  the 
Body . 

A LADY  of  lax  fibres  and  delicate  con- 

• ditution  applied  to  me  for  advice — Having 

informed  me,  that  fhe  had  been  for  a lon^ 

£> 

time  troubled  with  tetterous  eruptions  on 
her  bread  and  various  other  parts,  together 
with  a copious  fluor  albus,  which  disturbed 
her  exceedingly;  I recommended  her  a 
courfe  of  fweeteners,  together  with  fome 
redoratives,  which  re-edablifhed  her  health 

jn  the  fpace  of  between  three  and  four- 
months. 
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OBSERVATION  LXVIII. 

An  Irritation  of  the  Bladder , with  frequent 
Inclination  to  make  Water * 

A YOUNG  Gentleman,  who  had  fuf- 
fered  much  from  a gonorrhoea,  had  a gleet 
upon  him  every  now  and  then  for  upwards 
of  three  years.  He  was  alfo  attacked,  at 
intervals,  with  an  habitual  ftranguary  of 
the  moffc  acute  and  tormenting  kind.  At 
thefe  periods  he  was  fometimes  obliged  to 
go  into  a hot-bath  for  temporary  relief. 
His  cafe  was  truly  pitiable,  for  the  inftant 
he  drank  a glafs  of  wine,  or  any  liquor  in 
the  leaft  fpirituous  (to  ufe  his  own  words) 
it  feemed  as  if  at  that  moment  it  flew  to 
his  bladder,  and  forced  him  to  urine,  though 
perhaps  only  a few  drops.  He  could  ven- 
ture to  drink  nothing  flronger  than  table 
beer;  but  toafl  and  water,  with  a little 
capillair,  was  his  common  drink.  He  told 

me  he  had  been  ordered  fea-bathing,  which 

had 
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had  done  him  a great  deal  of  hurt,  for  he 
was  now  much  worfe  than  before.  This 
Gentleman  was  cured  by  perfevering,  for 
fome  time,  in  the  ufe  of  antifpafmodics 
and  fweeteners , of  which  the  nicker  was 
the  principal ; by  which  means  his  bladder 
acquired  its  natural  tone,  and  the  acrimony 
was  carried  off  from  his  fluids.  He  was 
then  enabled  to  take  his  glafs,  and  enjoy 
his  company,  without  any  inconvenience 
whatfoever. 


OBSERVATION  LXIX. 

Scorbutic  Blotches  o?2  the  Face,  with  an 
Enlargement  of  the  Tonfils . 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a fcorbutic  habit 
of  body  having  fuffered  much  from  the 
acrimony  of  that  difeafe,  which  chiefly  af- 
fedted  his  face.  — He  obferved,  that  about 
four  years  ago,  he  con  traced  a venereal 
complaint  s for  the  cure  bf  which  he  was 
put  under  a courfe  of  rubbing  a fmall  por- 
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tion  of  mercurial  ointment  into  his  thighs 
and  legs  every  night  for  thirty  nights.  His 
mouth  became  fore,  and  he  fpit  a confi- 
derable  quantity,  but  ever  fince  his  other 
complaint  got  worfe  and  worfe : at  times 
his  face  was  fo  disfigured  as  to  oblige  him 

to  keep  his  chamber.  I had  now  every 

reafon  to  believe,  that  there  was  a good  deal 

of  venereal  acrimony  mixed  wfith  it.  His 
tonfils  had  been  preternaturally  enlarged  for 
upwards  of  two  years,  and  upon  taking  the 
leaf!:  cold  they  became  inflamed  and  painful. 
Thefe  fymptoms,  however,  were  temporarily 
relieved  with  the  ufual  remedies  by  his  apo- 
thecary. I ordered  him  a flrong  decodtion 
of  the  grey  nicker,  as  a fweetener,  with  its 
extrad,  which  he  continued  regularly  for 
between  three  and  four  months.  By  this 
time  his  tonfils  were  reduced  to  their  na- 
tural fize,  and  his  face  freed  from  the 
blotches ; his  general  health  was  much 
mended,  and  his  tonfils  were  never  affeded 
afterwards.  ' , 
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OBSERVATION  LXX. 

Cl  h e Fallibility  of  Mercurial  Fwtfions,  in 
fome  Confitutions9  to  cure  the  hues. 

A GENTLEMAN  and  his  wife,  who 
had  been  both  under  a courfe  of  mercury 
for  a long  time,  and  their  phylician  having 
•every  reafon  to  believe  they  were  perfectly 
cured,  allured  them  accordingly,  and  they 
were  both  made  ealy  in  their  minds.  They 
continued  Co  for  near  a vear,  when  the  dif- 
eafe,  not  thoroughly  eradicated,  brought 
on  frelh  fymptoms ; fuch  as  painful  fenla- 
tions  in  the  nofe  and  Ihin-bones,  Bioodne 

O 

pains  in  the  glands  of  the  groins,  with  warts 
on  the  genital  parts,  and  fundry  more  lymp- 
toms.  On  applying  again  to  the  Dodlor,  he 
would  not  believe  it,  alluring  them,  that 
from  the  quantity  of  mercury  adminihered, 
it  was  impoffible  thefe  fenfations  could  be 
venereal.  But  in  a little  time  after,  they 
and  lie  too  were  fufficiently  convinced  to 

0^2  the 
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the  contrary.  The  patients  were  put  into 
other  methods  of  cure,  and  were  both  foori 
re-eftablifhed  in  their  health,  without  con- 
finement or  reflraint  of  diet ; otherwife  this 
couple,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  would 
have  been  miferable  and  beyond  redrefs  in  a 
very  little  time. 


OBSERVATION  LXXI. 

A Venereal  callous  Ulcer  in  the  Groin. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  a middle  age  was 
recommended  to  confult  me,  by  Mr.  In- 
man*  juri.  a very  ingenious  furgeon  of  St. 
Ofyth,  near  Colchefter.  About  two  years 
before  a venereal  abfeefs  (commonly  called  a 
bubo)  in  his  left  groin  had  been  opened  by 
a cauflic  5 he  afterwards  underwent  a long 
courfe  of  mercury,  but  the  fore  proved  ob- 
ilinate,  and  would  not  heal  up.  There  had 
been  feveral  .gentlemen  of  the  profeffion 
confulted,  and  they  all  agreed  to  throw 
in  more  mercury.  In  the  fpace  of  three 

months  he  had  rubbed  in  near  twelve 
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ounces  of  mercurial  ointment ; his  lungs 
became  very  weak,  and  they  were  timid  tp 
go  on  further  with  this  metal ; but  the  ulcer 
in  his  groin  remained  Hill  in  the  fame  Hate. 
After  a month's  reft,  they  began  the  old 
courfe  for  two  months  more  but  the  ve- 
nereal fore  bid  defiance  to  them  all.  He 
then  was  advifed  to  try  fea-bathing,  which 
he  did  for  two  months— I was  furprifed, 
when  he  told  me  he  got  worfe  there.  On 
examination,  I found  the  glands  of  both  his 
groins  had  a fchirrous  feel,  and  hp  was  of  a 
fcrophulous  habit. 

In  fuch  conftitutions  I have,  from  ex- 
perience, found  that  mercury  never  does 
any  good,  but  a great  deal  of  hurt.  He 
foon  began  to  take  the  Montpelier  Apo- 
zem,  which,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
healed  up  the  ulcer  in  his  groin ; and  by 
continuing  it  and  the  extradl  of  grey  nicker 
fome  time  longer,  together  with  a few 
reHoratives,  his  health  was  fortunately  re— 
eilablilhed,  and  fayed  from  being  the  vidtim 
of  a confumption. 

0^3 
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OBSERVATION  LXXIL 

An  Atrophy , accompanied  with  a Suppref- 
Jion  of  the  Menfes , prof nfe  Fluor  Alb  us, 
and  a Debility  of  the  whole  Frame. 

I WAS  called  to  vlfit  a married  lady, 
who,  in  confequence  of  a fcrophulous  com- 
plaint of  long  landing,  had,  for  many 
years,  laboured  under  a great  debility  of  her 
whole  frame.  Her  menfes  had  been  iup- 
p relied  for  two  years,  her  age  was  but 
twenty-eight,  and  floe  was  afflided  with 
a copious  flucr  albus ; her  habit  was  irri- 
table, and  her  nervous  fyftem  much  im- 
paired. Country  air,  exercife,  fea-bathing, 
and  every  kind  of  chalybeate  medicines  and, 
waters,  had  long  been  tried  without  the 
wifhed-for  effed. 

I began  to  treat  her  cafe,  frit  by  exhi- 
biting fweeteners  to  eradicate  the  acrimony 
out  of  her  blood,  which  had  fo  long  been 

the 
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the  fource  of  her  other  complaints : reflo- 
ratives  were  then  plentifully  thrown  in  to 
give  her  ftrength,  and  by  the  ufe  of  a few 
deobflruent  remedies  the  monthly  evacua- 
tions became  regular ; the  daily  acquired 
health,  ftrength,  and  fpirits,  and  in  about 
two  months  returned  to  her  home  in  the 
country,  happily  faved  from  a fatal  con- 
fumption. 


OBSERVATION  LXXIII. 

Swelling  in  the  Glands  of  the  Neck , fome~ 
thing  refembling  thofe  of  the  King's  Evil. 

A COUNTRY  Gentleman  brought  his 
daughter,  a young  lady  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  to  confult  me  in  a cafe  of  glandular 
fwelling  of  her  neck,  which ‘had  afhi&ed 
her  five  years.  I found  the  glands  on  each 
fide  aftedted ; one  or  two  of  them  fome- 
times  run  matter ; they  had  both  the  feel 
and  appearance  of  being  fchirrous  j a ftiff- 
nefs  in  the  motions  of  her  neck,  with  a ful- 
nefs  of  the  glands,  disfigured  her  very 
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much.  Mercurial  preparations,  decodlions 
of  the  woods,  and  repeated  trials  at  the  fait 
water  had  failed.  I recommended  the  grey 
nicker,  which  was  exhibited  under  my  own 
direction  with  the  happieft  fuccefs. 

OBSERVATI  O.N  LXXIV. 

An  acrimonious  Difc barge  from  the  Gians . 

A MIDDLE-AGED  Gentleman  had 
been  teazed  for  a long  time  with  a difcharge 
of  foul  matter  from  the  glans  and  behind 
it  — fometimes  fo  fharp  as  to  excoriate 
the  parts  — applied  to  me  for  advice ; it 
was  very  troublefome,  he  obferved,  always 
after  coition.  He  had  taken  mercurials  for 
it,  he  told  me,  fome  years  ago,  which 
made  him  worfe.  I did  not  believe  it  to 
be  venereal,  but  a fharp  acrimony  in  his 
fluids.  When  that  caufe  was  done  away 
by  a courfe  of  fweeteners,  he  got  perfectly 
well. 
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OBSERVATION  LXXV, 

An  Ulcer  on  the  Injide  of  the  Nojtrils 3 com - 
monly  called  an  Ozena . 

A GENTLEMAN,  after  having  been 
fuppofed  to  be  cured  of  a venereal  com- 
plaint, which  was  an  ulcer  in  his  right 
tonfil,  continued  free  from  every  fymptom 
of  that  malady  for  two  years.  About  this 
time  he  began  to  complain  of  an  itching 
fenfation  on  the  infide  of  his  right  noflril, 
and  foon  after  felt  the  fame  fenfation  in  the 
left.  As  it  gave  him  no  concern,  he  let  it 
go  on  for  three  or  four  months,  introducing 
now  and  then  a little  acid  on  a feather  up 
the  noflrils  to  eafe  the  itching.  But  at 
length  it  began  to  be  painful,  and  foetid 
matter  was  obferved  to  come  down  with 
the  common  mucus  from  thofe  parts.  He 
was  now  alarmed,-  and  living  a great  di fiance 
in  the  country,  fet  off  to  town  for  my  ad- 
vice. I had  every  reafon  to  be  of  opinion 
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that  his  cafe  was  venereal,  and  immediately 
put  him  under  a courfe  of  fweeteners,  by 
the  ufe  of  which  he  was  radically  cured. 
It  was  lucky  for  this  Gentleman  that  he 
got  alarmed  in  time,  otherwife  the  bones 
of  his  nofe  mud  inevitably  have  differed. 


OBSERVATION  LXXVI. 

A Confumption  of  the  Lungs , fuhfequent  to 
a Courfe  of  mercurial  Frictions . 

/ 

I WAS  fent  for  to  Lincoln  to  vifit  a 
young  Gentleman,  who,  in  confequence  of 
a very  flight  falivation  he  underwent,  for 
the  cure  of  a venereal  abfcefs  in  his  groin, 
fell  into  a rapid  decay.  When  I faw  him 
he  had  been  ill  twelve  months,  and  matters 
were  loo  far  gone  to  render  that  fervice  fo 
ardently  wilhed.  Nothing  could  be  done 
here,  but  to  put  off  the  evil  day  a little 
longer.  He  took  remedies  for  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  when  he  made  his  exit. 
And  here  I cannot  help  remarking,  that  a 

father 
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father  was  deprived  of  an  only  darling  fon 
and  heir,  by  the  obftinacy  of  a dogmatic 
practitioner  ^ 

OBSERVATION  LXXVII, 

Lofs  of  the  Uvula  by  a Venereal  Ulcer . 

A GENTLEMAN,  who  had  unfortu* 
pately  employed  an  ignorant  country  furgeon 
to  attend  him  for  a fore  throat,  which  was 
fupoofed  to  arife  from  a cold,  plied  him 
with  gargles,  draughts,  and  b lifters,  for  up- 
wards of  ieven  weeks,  but  it  proved  all  in 
Vain. 

A phyncian  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
called,  who  advifed  a perpetual  blfter, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  kept  running  three 
weeks  longer.  The  patient  at  length  got 
wearied  out,  and  came  to  confult  me.  I 
found  his  uvula  half  eat  away  with  a vene- 
real ulcer,  and  the  remainder  fo  far  gone, 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  fave  it.  He  was 
put  immediately  under  a courfe  of  the 
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Montpelier  Apozem,  which  healed  the  ulcer 
in  the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  and  in  a great 
jneafure  reftored  him  to  his  general  health  • 
but  the  uvula  was  entirely  deftroyed  by  the 
poifon : the  lofs  of  which  made  filch  a 
change  in  the  tone  of  his  voice,  that  he 
gave  himfelf  up  to  defpair,  became  melan^ 
choly,  and  in  a great  meafure  retired  frona 
fociety. 


OBSERVATION  LXXVIII. 

A venereal  Ulcer  on  the  Gums  of  the  upper 

Jaw, 

A YOUNG  Gentleman  belonging  to  a 
regiment  Rationed  in  Jamaica,  on  his  return 
home  on  leave  of  abfence,  applied  to  me 
for  advice.  He  fhewea  me  an  ulcer  on  the 
gums  of  his  upper  jaw,  exa&ly  above'  his 
fore- teeth.  I perceived  it  was  venereal, 
and  put  him  immediately  under  proper  re- 
medies. I never  faw  an  ulcer  fpread  fo  ra- 
pidly in  fo  fhort  a time  ; had  it  not  been 
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overtaken,  it  would  foon  have  deftroyed  the 
gums,  and  laid  the  fockets  of  the  teeth  all 
bear.  He  declared  to  me,  he  had  not  gone 
in  the  way  to  get  infedted  fince  his  arrival. 
There  was,  he  obferved,  a brother  officer 
during  the  pafiage,  who  was  under  cure  for 
a venereal  lore  throat,  and  he  fometimes 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  tcoth-brufh  to  clean 
his  teeth  • it  was  more  than  prob'able  he  had 
been  infe&ed  that  way. 

OBSERVATION  LXXIX. 

Venereal  Pains , refemblmg  the  Gout  and 
Rheumatijm. 

A GENTLEMAN  about  forty-five, 
had,  for  the  lafb  four  years,  every  now  and 
then,  fevere  fits  of  pains  in  his  bones,  efpe- 
cialJy  thofe  of  his  legs  and  arms.  The  fkin 
fometimes  put  on  a red  appearance,  and  his 
feet  became  puffy;  He  took  to  wear  flannel, 
but  his  attacks  continued  as  frequent,  ac- 
companied with  excruciating  pain  as  before. 
That  it  aiofe  from  fome  impurities  in  his 

blood. 
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I blood,  there  was  no  doubt,  and  I was  of 
opinion,  from  the  grounds  I had  to  go  upon, 
that  they  proceeded  from  a venereal  caufe. 
He  was  radicaily  cured  by  the  ufual  reme- 
dies. 

OBSERVATION  LXXX. 

An  XJlcer  in  the  Lungs , accompanied  with 
fp  it  ting  of  Fuji. 

A YOUNG  Gentleman,  whilft  under  a 
courfe  of  mercurial  fridtions,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  his  phylician,  ufed  to  take  frelh 
air  and  exercife ; but  in  doing  this  he  unfor- 
tunately caught  a cold,  which  in  the  end 
proved  fatal. 

He  was  cured  of  his  venereal  complaints, 
but  it  was  dearly  bought ; for  in  about  fix 
months  after  he  became  hedtic,  and  his 
friends  defired  my  attendance.  He  had  every 
. appearance  of  an  atrophy,  and  the  phlegm 
that  he  fpit  up  feemed  to  have  pufs  mixed 

with  it.  I found  little  could  be  done  here, 

but 
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but  to  put  off  the  evil  day  a little  longer. 
I was  of  opinion,  together  with  Mr. 
Bromfield,  who  was  alfo  called  in,  that  the 
air  of  Portugal  would  be  the  fitted:  for  him, 
there  being  nothing  to  be  done  by  medicine. 
He  w’ent  fhortly  after  to  Lilbon,  and  died  in 
four  months. 

OBSERVATION  LXXXL 

A Venereal  Ulcer  on  the  Palate , from  a re 
pnlfed  Gonorrhoea . 

\ 

A GENTLEMAN  and  his  Lady  came 
a conliderable  way  from  the  country  for  my 
advice : they  were  in  the  moil  unhappy  date 
of  mind,  efpecially  the  former.  He  had 
been  under  the  care  of  a phyfician  in  his 
own  neighbourhood  for  the  cure  of  a gonor- 
rhoea, which  was  fuppofed  to  be  completed 
in  three  or  four  weeks.  But  the  practi- 
tioner unfortunately  was  midaken,  and  was 
the  means  of  his  giving  the  malady  to  his 
wife,  imagining  his  patient  to  be  cured. 
This  was  a very  ferious  error  in  judgment. 

There 
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There  was  at  this  time  an  lileer  in  the  pa- 
late fpreading  rapidly ; and  his  Lady  was 
labouring  under  very  painful  fymptoms. 
They  were  both  cured  in  the  ufual  way. 

¥ 

OBSERVATION  LXXXII. 

/ - . 

A callous  Ulcer  on  the  Right  Hip. 

AN  elderly  Gentleman,  after  having  tried 
repeated  courfes  of  mercurials,  both  out- 
wardly and  inwardly,  befides  feveral  fea- 
fons  at  the  fait  water,  confulted  me  for  a 
hard  callous  ulcer  in  his  right  hip, ^ which 
had  afflidfed  him  every  now  and  then  for  . 
feveral  years.  He  attributed  it  to  not  hav- 
ing been  radically  cured  of  a venereal  ma- 
lady but  in  this  he  was  miftaken,  'for  it 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a complete  fcrophu- 
lous  ulcer.  It  fometimes,  he  faid,  would 
dry  up  for  a month  or  two,  afterwards  a 
flight  inflammation  came  on,  and  then  broke 
out  as  before.  It  had  a very  callous  edge, 
and  large  portions  of  fungus  flefh.  He 
obtained  a radical  cure  by  the  ufe  of  the 
grey  nicker  prepared  in  its  ufual  form. 
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OBSERVATION  LXXXIII. 

A fp  reading  Ulcer  on  the  Tongue . 

A GENTLEMAN  caught  a fore  throat, 
attended  with  common  fymptoms.  His 
uvula  was  much  inflamed  and  ulcerated ; 
but  his  apothecary,  with  common  gargles 
and  the  common  treatment  in  fuch  cafes, 
got  him  feemingly  well  in  a few  days. 
About  two  months  afterwards  a little  pim- 
ple appeared  under  his  tongue,  which  he 
fhewed  to  his  apothecary  who  had  cured 
him  of  his  fore  throat ; and  as  it  appeared  to 
be  of  no  confequence,  nothing  was  done  for 
it,  except  a weak  folution  of  allum  to  keep 
it  clean.  When  he  came  to  me  it  had 
fpread  nearly  the  breadth  of  a fhilling ; and 
if  it  had  not  been  overtaken  and  checked,  it 
would,  in  a little  time  longer,  have  deprived 
him  of  the  organ  of  fpeech.  I had  every 
reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  venereal. 
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OBSERVATION  LXXXIV. 

An  obftinate  Ulcer  in  the  Groin , after  a 
Venereal  Abfcefs. 

A SURGEON  of  the  Royal  Navy  {hew- 
ed me  an  ulcer  on  his  right  groin  of  three 
years  {landing ; it  was  the  remains  of  a ve- 
nereal bubo,  which  had  been  opened  by  a 
cauftic,  and  would  not  heal  up,  notwith- 
flanding  long  courfes  of  mercury,  both  in- 
wardly and  outwardly,  at  intervals  for  a long 
time. 

He  drank  the  decodlion  of  grey  nicker 
for  fome  months,  from  which  he  received 
much  benefit,  but  it  failed  to  complete  his 
cure. 

About  fix  months  after  he  got  appointed 
to  a frigate  going  to  the  Weft  India  fiation, 
where  he  took  the  fame  medicine,  and  ob- 
tained a perfect  cure.  I am  well  convinced, 
from  experience,  that  the  climate  in  this 
cafe  was  the  grand  agent. 
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OBSERVATION  LXXXV. 

A confirmed  Deafnefis , after  a Courfie  of 
Mercurial  Fr  iff  ions.. 

A GENTLEMAN  about  thirty-feven 
years  of  age  having  undergone  a courfe  of 
fridtions  with  the  mercurial  ointment,  pre- 
pared with  equal  parts  of  hogs  lard  and 
quickfilver  ■ it  was  principally  rubbed  into 
his  thighs  and  legs  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months.  His  complaints  were  chancres 
and  an  abfcefs  in  his  groin  : tbele  were  re- 
moved by  the  mercury  ; and  the  gentleman 
under  whofe  care  he  was  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  him  cured.  In  about  two  months 
after  he  was  feized  with  a linging  noife 
in  his  ears ; it  affedted  him  both  night 
and  day,  but  particularly  when  in  bed ; it 
was  fo  acute  as  to  deprive  him  of  refrelhing 
deep.  He  made  application  again  to  the 
profellion,  fome  of  whom  were  of  opinion 
that  the  virus  was  not  done  away  5 accord- 
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ingly  he  began  again  to  rub  in  more  mer- 
cury for  fix  weeks  longer,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  found  himfelf  worfe  in  every  re- 
fpedl,  much  reduced,  and  the  node  in  his 
ears  much  more  troublefome.  Not  long 
after' this  he  became  perfectly  deaf  all  of  a 
fudden,  and  was  obliged  to  converfe  with 
his  friends  by  his  pen  and  the  finger  alpha- 
bet. About  this  time  I was  confulted,  but 
from  appearances  I was  afraid  it  was  a loft 
cafe ; every  thing  was  tried  that  ufually 
proved  fuccefsful,  but  they  unfortuately 
failed.  I advifed  him  to  go  to  a warmer 
climate,  which  advice  he  has  followed,  but 
he  lias  not  as  yet  experienced  much  altera- 
tion for  the  better 

OBSER- 

* I am  well  convinced  that  the  biood-veflels  are 
very  much  weakened  by  mercurial  fridfion ; and  I 
have  known  many  more  cafe?,  befides  the  above, 
where  thofe  of  the  brain  fuffcred  in  confequcnce.  Thefe 
misfortunes  were  occafioned  by  the  coats  of  the  biood- 
veflels,  as  well  as  the  nerves,  being  enervated  by  the 
violence  of  the  mercury.  Quickfllver,  ever  fo  wedl  di- 
vided in  the  mercurial  ointment,  may,  in  pafling  through 
the  blood-vefl'els,  run  toe-ether  and  circulate  with  the 
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OBSERVATION  LXXXVI. 

Venereal  Imbecillity , arifing  from  a dijeafed 
prof  ate  Gland . 

A MIDDLE-AGED  Gentleman  hav- 
ing, in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  improperly 
taken  a good'  deal  of  mercury  for  the  cure  of 
repeated  gonorrhoeas,  his  * proftate  gland  a 
few  years  afterwards  became  very  much  re- 
laxed and  acquired  a local  difeafe,  by  which 
his  powers  became  in  a great  meafure  de- 
ftroyed,  and  when  he  changed  his  condition 
he  was  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
of  the  marriage  bed.  Sometimes,  he  ob~ 

mds  of  blood  in  its  native  fo;m,  at  d be  afterwards  de- 
pofited  on  divers  parts  of  the  t>ody.  Hence  we  may 
juitly  fear,  that  this*  metallic  fluid,  which  is  fo  much 
heavier  than  the  blood,  may  not  unfrequently  fall  upon 
fome  of  the  vital  parts  of  the  animal  oeconomy. 

* This  gland  will  fometimes  become  difeafcd  without 
any  venereal  caule  whatsoever,  and  bring  on  the  fame 
evils.  It  is  only  to  be  cured  by  a proper  application  to 
the  part  affected. 
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ferved,  he  felt  a kind  of  dull  fenfation,  but 
not  fufficient  to  create  alarm,  as  he  fup- 
pofed ; and  never  fufptding  the  caufe  of 
his  impotency,  he  followed  the  advice  of 
his  phylician,  both  in  regard  to  the  non- 
naturals, and  alfo  in  having  taken  for  a long 
time  all  thofe  medicines  of  anv  fame  in  the 
Materia  Medica  for  thofe  complaints,  but 
without  the  wifhed  for  effedt.  When  I ex- 
mined  the  gland,  it  was  charged  highly  with 
acrimonious  matter  : he  obferved,  that  he 
had  often  taken  notice  of  particles  -of  mat- 
ter in  his  urine.  In  the  fpace  of  a fort- 
night there  was  upwards  of  two  tea  fpoonfuls 
of  this  matter  drawn  off  from  the  difeaied 
gland  -j  by  the  medicated  found  applied 
about  the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes  every 
day,  and  by  continuing  it  regularly  for  about 
three  months,  the  difcharge,  from  being 
fharp  and  virulent,  became  white,  mild,  and 
thick,  like  a curd,  fcarcely  adhering  to 
the  found.  The  proflate,  after  this,  foon 
affumed  its  prifhine  date,  the  feminal  veffels 
recovered  their  natural  tone,  and  his  powers 
were  perfectly  reflored. 
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OBSERVATION  LXXXVII. 

Fijtula  in  Perinceo,  with  an  QbJlruElion  of 

the  Pajfage . 

A GENTLEMAN  about  forty-five, 
having  caught  a gonorrhoea,  during  the  time 
of  his  cure,  an  abfcefs  formed  in  perinseo, 
within  about  two  inches  of  the  anus.  The 
gentleman  whofe  care  he  was  under  treated 
it  in  the  ufual  way.  In  a little  time,  how- 
ever, his  urine  made  a paflage  through  it. 
This  was  his  condition  when  he  employed 
me.  There  were  twofmall  holes  with  cal- 
lous edges,  through  both  of  which  his  urine 
dribbled  when  he  made  water.  What  was 
remarkable  in  this  gentleman’s  cafe,  he  told 
me  that  a few  years  back,  while  under  cure 
for  the  lame  complaint,  he  had  a large  lwell- 
ing  on  the  fame  part  of  the  urethra,  but  it 
did  not  come  to  luppuration,  and  was  of  no 
conference.  His  general  health  had  luf- 

R 4 fered 


..  ( 2 34  ) 

fered  exceedingly  by  this  bufinefs,  having 
laboured  under  many  concomitant  fymp- 
toms. 

In  the  fpace  of  three  months,  by  the  ufe 
of  fweeteners  and  the  medicated  found,  to- 
gether with  a few  rules  in  regard  to  the 
non-naturals,  his  obflrudtion  was  removed, 
and  the  fiflula  firmly  healed,  fo  that  not  the 
leaf!  oozing  ever  paffed  afterwards.  How- 
ever, he  continued  weak  and  feeble  for  fome 
time ; but  when  I could  venture  to  recom- 
mend him  riding,  he  w*as  foon  re-efta- 
blifhed,  and  fhortly  after  could  ride  the 
fleeteft  hunter  after  a pack  of  hounds. 


S UP- 


SUPPLEMENT, 


MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS. 


HERE  are  many  inftances  of  diflem- 


pers  of  our  bodies  being  highly  fer- 
viceable  to  the  difcharge  of  malignant  hu- 
mours *,  and  preventing  greater  evils  No 
lefs  kind  than  admirable  is  the  contrivance 
of  man’s  body,  that  even  its  difeafes  fhould 
many  times  be  its  cure , that  when  the 
enemy  lies  lurking  within  to  deflroy  us, 
there  fhould  be  fuch  a reludtancy,  and  all 
nature  excited  to  expel  him  thence. 

* For  the  blood  in  a fever,  if  well  governed,  like 
wine  upon  the  fret,  difchargeth  itfelf  of  all  heteroge- 
neous mixtures,  whereby  that  which  threatens  death 
tends  often,  in  the  conclufion,  to  the  prolonging  of 
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To  which  purpofe  even  pain  itfelf  is  of 
great  and  excellent  life,  not  only  in  giving 
us  notice  of  the  prefence  of  the  enemy,  but 
by  exciting  us  to  ufe  our  utmoft  diligence 
and  fkill,  to  root  out  fo  troublefome  and  de-> 

flrudive  a companion. 

* 

What  can  poffibly,  be  better  contrived  for 
animal  motion  and  life  than  the  quick  cir- 
culation of  the  blood  and  the  fluids,  which 
run  out  of  fight  in  the  capillary  veffels  and 
very  minute  duds  without  impediment,  (ex- 
cept in  fome  difeafes)  being  all  direded  to 
their  peculiar  glands  and  channels,  for  the 
different  fecretions,  fenfible  and  infenfible, 
whereof  the  laft  is  far  the  greatefl  in  quan- 
tity and  effeds,  as  to  health  and  ficknefs, 
acute  diftempers  frequently  arifing  from  a 
diminution  of  tranfpiration  through  the  cu- 
taneous chimries,  and  from  chronical  ones 
from  an  augmentation ; whereas  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  liver,  pancreas,  and  other  glands, 
may  only  caufe  a fchirrous,  a jaundice,  an 
ague,  a dropfy,  or  other  flow  difeafes;  fo  an 
increafe  of  their  fecretions  may  accompany 

the 
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the  general  colliquations,  as  in  fluxes,  hedtic 
fweats  and  coughs,  diabetes,  and  other 
confumptions-  It  is  afton  idling  the  wife 
contrivance  there  is  to  preferve  thefe  fecre- 
tions  from  the  blood  (on  which  life  fo 
much  depends}  by  frequent  attritions  and 
comminutions  of  the  fluids  in  their  paflage 
through  the  heart,  the  lungs,  and  the  whole 
fyftem  of  the  mufcles!  What  meanders  and 
contortions  of  veflfels  of  the  organs  of  fepara- 
tion  ! and  what  a concourfe  of  elaftic  bodies 
from  the  air,  to  fupply  the  fprings  and  con- 
tinual motions  of  fome  parts,  not  only  in  fleep 
and  reft,  but  in  long  violent  exercifes  of  the 
mufcles,  whofe  force  drives  the  fluid  round 
in  a wonderful  rapid  circulation  through  the 
minuted;  tubes,  aflifted  by  the  conflant  pa- 
bulum  of  the  atmofphere  and  their  own 
elaftic  fibres,  which  imprefs  that  velocity 
on  the  fluids. 

The  human  body  is  admirably  contrived, 
and  made  to  prevent  evils ; fo  no  lefs  is  our 
art  and  remedies  ufed  to  get  rid  of  them 
when  they  do  happen.  When  by  any  mis- 
fortune 
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fortune  difeafes  do  befal,  or  when  by  our 
own  neglecft  we  pull  down  maladies  upon 
ourfelves,  what  emun&ories  *,  what  ad- 
mirable paiTages  are  difperfed  throughout 
the  body,  what  incomparable  methods  doth 
nature  fometimes  take,  what  vigorous  effedts 
is  fhe  enabled  to  make  by  the  affi  fiance  of  a 
well-adapted  remedy  to  difcharge  the  pec- 
cant humours,  to  correct  the  morbific  mat- 
ter, and,  in  a word,  to  fet  all  things  right 
again  ! 

Remarks  founded  upon  experience  are 
the  furefl  and  fafefl  pilots  to  truth  in  every 
profeflion,  and  which,  when  applied  to  the 
cure  of  maladies  incident  to  the  human 
ljody,  are  certainly  more  likely  to  fucceed 

* One  of  Nature’s  moft  conftant  methods  here  is, 
by  the  glands  and  the  fecretions  made  by  them  : here 
are  grounds  to  admire  the  contrivance  of  our  blood, 
which,  on  fome  occafions,  fo  foon  as  any  thing  de- 
ftrudtive  to  the  conilitution  of  it  comes  into  it,  imme- 
diately, by  an  intefline  commotion,  endeavoureth  to 
thruft  it  forth,  and  is  not  only  freed  from  the  new 
gueft,  but  often  what  likewife  may  have  lain  lurking 
therein  for  a great  while. 
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than  pompous  and  piaufible  theories,  how- 
ever refined. 

As  the  practice  of  medicine  originally 
commenced  without  theory,  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  of  the  moil  learned  of  the 
fcience,  that  it  might  fubfift  as  well  with- 
out it.  Who  had  any  fhare  in  giving  hints, 
or  dire&ing  the  wild  Indian  * to  a remedy  for 
his  difeafe  ? He  cures  himfelf  by  the  wild 
vegetables  of  the  field ; and  as  relief  is 
the  only  thing  he  regards  or  cares  for,  he 
never  enquires  into  the  caufe.  Hence  prac- 
tice, built  upon  fimple  knowledge,  fupplies 
the  place  of  fpeculation,  and  teaches  the 
unlettered  tribe  to  place  a value  on  their  dif- 
coveries,  according  to  the  relief  it  procures 
them.  The  rude  and  uncultivated  Africans- 

* Thefe  fagacious  people  were  the  difcoverers  of  the 
powerful  antidote  againft  the  bite  of  that  ferpent,  called 
the  Rattlefnake,  which  before  proved  always  mortal ; 
but  if  this  remedy  is  at  hand,  its  baneful  effe&s  are  in- 
ftantly  destroyed. — It  is  the  juice  of  the  plantain  and 
horehound,  equal  parts  taken  inwardly,  and  a poultice 
of  the  bruifed  leaves  applied  to  the  wound. 

who  : 
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who  are  fubjed  to  the  moil  terrible  fpecies 
of  the  lues,  known  by  the  name  of  yaws,  a 
malady  very  frequent  among  the  black  na- 
tions, and  whofe  fagacity  in  their  mode  of 
cure  is  not  equalled  by  any  other  people  on 
earth  ; for,  as  if  direded  by  inftind,  when 
covered  over  with  running  fores,  they  fly  to 
the  vegetable  kingdom  for  relief ; and  by 
drinking  an  infufion  prepared  from  a fpecies 
of  the  plant  commonly  called  the  grey 
nicker,  a native  of  the  Weller n world,  they 
radically  and  fpeedily  cure  themfelves  of  this 
loathfome  diilemper.  Mercury,  it  is  well 
known,  often  fails  in  various  kinds  of  vene- 
real complaints  and  other  acrimonious  taints 
of  the  human  fluids,  belides  does  much 
mifehief. 

Since  ever  I have  acquired  experience  in 
the  knowledge  of  my  profeffion,  I have 
laid  it  down  for  a general  rule,  that  no  me- 
dicine fhould  be  received  for  its  fingular  ufe, 
till  it  has  had  many  trials  in  proper  circum- 
flances,  i.  e.  till  it  has  been  ufed  on  a num- 
ber of  people  equally  ill,  or  that  it  has  had 

happy 
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happy  eifeCts  in  venereal  and  other  maladies, 
when  no  reafonable  hopes  were  left  of  a 
cure  by  the  bed;  of  other  medicines  fkilfully 
adminiflered. 

To  fpeak  of  new  remedies,  that  either 
are  fo,  by  new  ufes,  or  new  materials,  it  is 
very  certain  there  cannot  a greater  dif- 
ference appear  in  the  ufe  of  the  fame  colours 
by  different  limners,  than  there  is  in  the 
fuccefs  of  many  medicines  by  practitioners 
of  different  judgments. 

To  conclude,  I will  only  recommend 
what  I have  found,  on  the  mofl:  attentive 
obfervation  during  a feries  of  years  practice, 
the  mod;  effectual  method  of  eradicating 
every  fpecies  of  thefe  maladies,  under  the 
mod:  inveterate  circumftances.  This  re- 
medy is  the  Montpelier  Apozem  already 
mentioned,  and  drd:  offered  to  the  world 
in  the  former  Editions  of  this  Work.  The 
fuperior  degree  of  penetrability,  if  I may 
fo  exprefs  myfelf,  which  this  medicine  pof- 
feffes  in  regard  to  the  grand  point  of  eradi- 
cating the  virus  and  fweetening  the  human 
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fluids,  without  relaxing  the  folids ; and  its 
aCtion  beingchiefly  determined  to  the  different 
outlets  of  the  body,  wafhing  away  the  acri- 
monious humours,  by  infenfible  perfpira- 
tion,  urine,  and  ftool,  is  the  reafon  why  it  is 
found  fo  powerful  a refcurce  in  all  venereal 
complaints  after  mercury  has  failed.  Be- 
fides,  in  cafe  where  this  poifon  is  combined 
with  a fcrophulous  habit  of  body,  mercury 
is  always  precarious,  and  its  exhibition  ex- 
tremely’' dangerous.  In  fuch  complicated 
cafes  this  preparation  effectually  cures  both. 


'Explanation. 


Explanation  of  the  Terms  made  Ufe  of 
in  the  preceding  Work . 


A. 

ABSCESS,  a tumour  or  fwelling  in  any 
part  of  the  body,  which  may  be  either 
difculTed  or  brought  to  fuppuration. 

Abortion,  is  when  a woman  goes  not 
her  full  time  out  with  child. 

Acids.  All  liquors  and  fublfances  are  fo 
called,  which  are  compofed  of  particles 
that  affedt  the  tafle  with  points,  fliarp, 
and  piercing.' 

Acrimony,  exprefleth  a quality  in  bodies 
by  which  they  corrode,  deftroy,  or  dif- 
folve  others. 

Acute  Sensation,  is  when  it  is  at- 
tended with  an  increafed  velocity  of  blood. 

Adnata  Tunica,  is  the  common  mem- 
brane of  the  eye. 

Aliment,  it  lignifies  the  converting  the 
food  or  fubftance  taken  in  at  the  mouth 
into  chyle,  in  order  to  repair  the  con- 
tinual decay  of  the  body,  caufed  by  per- 
lpiration  or  otherwife. 
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Anatomy,  is  that  difle&ion  of  dead  bo- 
dies as  is  neceflary  to  lay  open  all  the 
parts  to  view,  in  order  to  acquire  a true 
knowledge  of  their  wonderful  ftrudture. 

Anus,  the  fundament. 

Antispasmodic,  a remedy  againft  fpafms 
and  convulfions ; the  former  not  unfre- 
quently  attacks  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  the  urethra,  arifing  from  various 
caufes. 

Artery,  is  a conical  channel,  conveying 
the  blood  from  the  heart  to  all  parts  of 
the  body;  it  is  compofed  of  three  coats, 
the  firft  nervous,  being  a thread  of  fine 
blood-veffels  for  nourifhing  the  other  two; 
the  fecond  mufcular,  confiding  of  fpiral 
fibres,  which  have  a firong  elasticity,  and 
have  many  or  few  ilrata,  according  to 
the  fize  of  the  artery ; the  third  cr  in- 
mofi;  coat  is  a fine  tranfparent  mem- 
brane, which  keeps  the  blood  within 
its  channels. 

Astringents,  are  thofe  medicines  which 
are  binding,  and  they  are  either  fuch  as 
ad  by  the  afperity  of  their  particles', 
whereby  they  corrugate  the  membranes, 
and  make  them  draw  up  clofer,  or  fuch 
as  thicken  the  fluids,  whereby  they  can- 
not run  off  fo  fall  as  before. 
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Atrophy,  is  when  the  body  infenfibly 
waftes,  as  in  a confumption. 

B. 

Bilious,  from  bile,  which  is  a thick  yel- 
low bitter  liquor,  feparated  in  the  liver, 
collected  in  the  gall  bladder,  and  dif- 
charged  into  the  lower  end  of  the  duo- 
denum, or  beginning  of  the  jejunum,  by 
the  common  du£t. 

Bubo,  is  that  part  of  the  groin,  from  the 
bending  of  the  thigh  to  the  fcrotum,  and 
therefore  all  tumours  in  that  part  are  called 
buboes. 

C. 

Chy.le,  is  that  juice  which  the  food  is 
immediately  converted  into  by  digefticn, 
and  afterwards  conveyed  into  the  biood. 

Callous  and  Callosity,  fignifies  a 
kind  of  fwelling  without  pain,  like  that 
of  the  fkin  with  hard  labour  -3  and  there- 
fore, when  wounds  and  the  edges  of  ul- 
cers grow  fo,  they  are  laid  to  be  callous. 

Cataplasm,  is  a topical  form,  known 
moft  by  the  name  of  poultice. 

Causticks,  are  futh  things  as,  bv  their 
violent  activity  and  heat  thence  occa- 
honed,  deftroy  the  texture  of  the  part  to 
which  they  are  applied,  and  eat  it  away. 
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Cicatrix,  is  the" fear  or  mark  left  upon 
healing  a wound  or  ulcer. 

Circulation  of  the  Blood,  is  the  con- 
tinual motion  of  the  blood  from  the  heart 
through  the  arteries,  and  returning  back 
to  the  heart  through  the  veins. 

Contagion,  is  the  communicating  or 
transferring  a difeafe  from  one  body  to 
another,  by  certain  fleams  or  effluvia 
tranfmitted  from  the  body  of  a fick  per- 
fon.  Some  difeafes  are  thus,  by  an  im- 
mediate contact  or  touch,  as  the  madnefs 
of  a dog  by  biting,  and  the  venom  of  the 
pox  by  coition.  Some  contagions  are 
tranfmitted  through  the  air  to  a great 
diflance,  as  the  plague  and  other  pefli- 
lential  maladies,  in  which  cafe  the  air  is 
even  faid  to  be  contagious,  that  is,  full 
of  contagious  particles. 

Convex,  is  the  external  round  part  of  any 
body  oppofite  to  the  hollow,  and  in  our 
profeffional  way  it  is  fometimes  called 
Protuberance. 

Concomitant,  accompanying ; a com- 
panion. 

Cutaneous  Disorders,  are  thofe  which 
more  immediately  affedl  the  fkin,  which 
venereal  complaints  often  do. 
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D. 

Debility,  is  a relaxation  of  the  folids 
that  brings  on  weakriefs  and  languor,  not 
unfrequently  produced  by  mercury. 

Diarrhea,  is  a flux  of  the  belly. 

Disease,  is  an  irregular  circulation  of 
animal  fluids. 

Discuss,  to  apply  fuch  medicines  to  a 
tumour  which  cure  or  difperfe  the  mor- 
bid matter  without  fuppuration  or  bring- 
ing it  to  a head. 

Di  scrasy,  is  an  ill  habit  of  body. 

E. 

Embryo,  is  the  rudiments  of  a child  in 
the  womb  before  perfedl  formation,  thus 
called  from  its  growth,  refembling  that 
of  the  firft  fhoots  of  a plant,  and  having 
no  other  than  a vegetative  life. 

Excoriation,  is  a tearing  of  the  fkin. 

Excrescence,  is  a preternatural  growth 
of  any  thing  beyond  its  proper  dimen- 
fions,  as  wens,  warts,  and  the  like. 

Excretory  Ducts,  fmall  dudts  or  vef- 
fels,  making  part  of  the  compofition  or 
ftrufture  of  the  glands. 
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Exostosis,  is  any  protuberance  of  a bone 
that  is  not  natural,  which  often  happens 
in  venereal  cafes. 


F. 

Fibres,  a fimilar  part  of  an  animal  body 
fometimes  called  a filament,  and  when 
very  final],  ca|  filament ; it  is  a flender 
thread,  which  being  varioufly  interwoven, 
or  wound  up,  forms  the  various  folid 
parts  of  an  animal  body  : alfo  the  long 
fine  parts  or  threads  that  any  natural  body 
is  compofed  of. 

Fluid,  ready  or  eafily  flowing,  like  water ; 
from  whence  all  bodies  that  naturally 
have,  or  artificially  are,  brought  to  tuch 
a confidence  and  property,  are  called  fluid 
bodies,  as  wine,  oil,  metals  in  flux,  &c. 

Fistula,  is  any  kind  of  pipe,  and  there- 
fore feme  anatomifls  call  many  parts  that 
have  any  refemblance  thereto  by  the 
figure  fiftulae,  as  a fiilula  in  the  urinary 
paflage,  a fiflula  in  ano,  &c.  &c. 

Fluor  Albus,  is  a diflemper  common 
to  the  female  fex,  called  by  them  the 
whites. 

Foetus,  the  child  in  the  womb  is  thus 
called  after  it  is  perfectly  formed ; before 
that  period  it  .is  called  embryo. 

Func-. 
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Function,  is  the  office  of  any  particular 
part,  to  which  it  is  by  nature  fitted. 

Fungus,  is  firiftly  a mufhroom,  and  ufed 
to  exprefs  fuch  excrefcences  of  flelh  as 
grow  out  upon  the  lips  of  wounds. 

G. 

Gangrene,  or  Mortification,  is 
when,  in  any  part,  the  natural  juices  quite 
lofe  their  proper  motions,  fo  that  they  fall 
into  a fermentative  one,  and  corrupt  and 
deftroy  the  texture  of  the  part. 

Gar  gar  ism,  is  a liquid  form  of  medi- 
cine to  walh  the  mouth  with. 

Genitals,  the  generative  parts  of  any 
male  creature. 

Gland,  all  the  glands  of  a human  body 
are  by  anatomifts  reduced  to  two  forts, 
viz.  Conglobate  and  Conglomerate.  A 
conglomate  gland  is  a little  imooth  body, 
wrapped  up  in  a fine  ficin,  by  which  it  is 
feparated  from  all  the  other  parts,  only 
admitting  an  artery  and  neive  to  pafs  in, 
and  giving  way  to  a vein  and  excretory 
canal  to  come  out.  Of  this  fort  are  the 
glands  in  the  brain,  the  labial  glands  and 
telles.  A conglomerate  gland  is  com- 
pofed  of  many  little  conglobate  glands, 
all  tied  together,  and  Wrapped  up  in  one 
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common  tunicle  or  membrane.  Some-„ 
times  all  their  excretory  ducds  unite,  and 
make  one  common  pipe,  through  which 
the  liquor  of  all  of  them  runs,  as  the  pan- 
creas do.  Sometimes  the  dudts  uniting 
form  feveral  pipes,  which  only  commu- 
nicate with  one  another  by  crofs  canals : 
and  fuch  are  the  female  breads.  Others 
again  have  feveral  pipes,  without  any 
communication  with  one  another;  of 
which  fort  are  the  lachrimal  glands, which 
emit  the  tears  in  weeping,  and  the  prof- 
tate  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  • 
lad  fort  is  when  each  little  gland  has  its 
own  excretory  du<5t,  through  which  it 
tranfmits  its  liquor  to  a common  bafon, 
as  the  kidnies. 

(Glans,  is  the  top  of  the  penis,  or  that 
part  covered  with  the  prepuce  or  fore- 
fkin. 

Gleet,  a flux  or  running  of  matter  from 
the  urethra,  differing  in  colour  and  con- 
fidence, but  in  general  of  a yellow  or 
brown  tinge — fometimes  caul'ed  by  drains 
and  other  infirmities,  but  mod  commonly 
flows  from  venereal  caufes,  and  frequently 
remains  after  bad  cures. 

Gonorrhoea,  an  involuntary  difcharge 
of  purulent  matter  from  the  urinary  paf- 
fage. 

Hernia, 


H. 

Her  nia,  is  any  kind  of  rupture  whatfo- 
ever,  and  is  diverfified  by  the  name  of 
the  part  affecled,  as  Hernia  Humoralis, 
is  when  the  tefticles  are  di (tended  beyond 
their  natural  lize. 

Hydrophobia,  is  a fear  of  water ; a fymp- 
tom  of  the  canine  madnefs. 

Hyster  ick,  is  a diforder  of  the  womb, 
harraffing  the  fofter  fex,  and  brings  the 
whole  nervous  fy Item  frequently  into  dis- 
orders. 

I. 

Imbecillity,  is  a (late  of  languor  or  de- 
cay, wherein  the  body  is  not  able  to  per- 
form its  ufual  exercifes  or  functions. 

Impregnation,  is  the  emiffion  of  the 
male  in  coition,  by  which  the  female 
conceives,  and  becomes  with  young.  It 
is  alfo  hence  figuratively,  ufed  in  phar- 
macy • as  any  menftruum  is  faid  to  be 
impregnated  with  any  body  that  is  dif- 
folved  in  it. 

Infection,  is  that  manner  of  communi- 
cating a difeafe  by  fome  effluvia  or  parti- 
cles which  fly  off  from  diftempered  bo- 
dies, and  mixing  with  the  juices  of  others, 

occafion 
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occafion  the  fame  diforders  as  in  the  bo- 
dies they  came  from. 

Inflammation,  is  when  the  blood  is 
obftrudted,  fo  as  to  croud  in  a greater 
quantity  into  any  particular  part,  and  give 
it  a greater  heat,  rednefs,  tendon,  &c. 
than  ufual. 

Intestines,  thefe  make  a long  and  large 
winding-pipe,  with  various  circumvolu- 
tions and  turnings,  reaching  from  the 
lower  end  of  the  ftomach  to  the  funda- 
ment. 

L. 

Labia,  ftridtly  fignify  the  lips,  but  are 
ufed  figuratively  to  exprefs  many  parts  of 
a human  body,  which,  by  their  figure, 
have  any  thereto.  It  is  in  general  ufed 
for  the  external  parts  of  a woman's  pri- 
vaties. 

Lacteal  Vessels,  thefe  are  long  flender 
pipes,  whofe  coats  are  fo  thin  as  to  become 
invifible ; when  they  are  not  difiended 
with  chyle,  they  are  innumerable  about 
the  fmall  intefiines.  It  is  by  the  im- 
bibing power  of  thefe  wonderful  little 
pipes  that  a constant  fupply  of  milky 
nourifhment  is  carried  into  the  mals  of 
blood,  and  life  fupported. 


Las- 
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Lassitude,  this  generally  cxpreiTes  that 
wearinefs  which  proceeds  from  a di {tem- 
pered ftate,  and  not  from  exercife,  be- 
caufe  that  wants  no  remedy  but  reft;  too 
great  a confumption  of  the  fluids,  which 
are  neceffary  to  maintain  the  force  and 
fpring  of  the  folids,  or  acrimonious  mat- 
ter in  the  blood,  or  a vitiated  fecretion  of 
that  juice  whereby  the  fibres  are  not  fup- 
plied  either  in  due  quantity  or  quality. 
Thde  are  the  principal  caufes  of  that  life- 
lefs  condition. 

Lues,  fignifies  a plague  or  contagion;  but 
according  to  modern  life,  efpecially  when 
joined  with  venerea,  means  only  a con- 
firmed venereal  complaint. 

M. 

Malignant,  fignifies  fuch  a difeafe  as  is 
greatly  aggravated,  and  is  generally  ap- 
plied to  thole  that  are  epidemical  or  in- 
fectious. 

Melancholy,  this  diforder  arifes  from 
too  heavy  and  too  vifcid  a blood,  which 
permits  not  a fufiiciency  of  {pirits  to  be 
feparated  in  tne  brain,  to  animate  and  in- 
vigorate the  nerves  and  mulcles. 

Menses,  tilde  aie  the  monthly  evacua- 
tions of  women  from,  the  womb,  and  is 
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as  nice  an  affair,  rightly  to  under  (land,  as 
any  thing  that  concerns  the  human  me- 
chanifm ; a complete  account  of  which 
I have  given  in  the  fifth  edition  of  this 
Work,  Vid.  page  92.  This  evacuation 
begins  ufually  in  healthy  perfons,  about 
the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  and 
ceafes  naturally  in  women  with  child ; 
and  in  thofe  fo  far  advanced  in  years  as 
to  be  paffed  child-bearing,  of  which  it  is 
an  infallible  fign,  and  generally  ceafes  in 
thofe  that  give  fuck. 

Mercurials,  medicines  made  up,  pre- 
pared with,  or  compounded  of,  mercury 
or  quicldilver. 

Mi  nerals,  are  hard  bodies  dug  out  of  the 
earth  or  mine  (whence  the  name)  being 
in  part  of  a metalline,  and  in  part  of  a 
ftony  fubflance. 

Mucus,  is  moffly  ufed  for  any  flimy  liquor 
or  moiflure,  lubricating  various  parts  of 
the  body. 

N. 

Nerve,  a fibrous,  round,  long,  white, 
porus  fubflance,  which  conveys  the  ani- 
mal fpiri.ts  to  make  the  parts  of  the  body 
moveable  and  fen fible ; thefe  are  called  by 
different  names,  according  to  the  litua- 

tion  or  places  where  they  grow,  and  the 
1 ofhce 
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office  they  peifbrm.  Vid.  my  Difierta- 
tions  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Nerves. 

O. 

Oeconomy,  is  ftri&ly  the  management  of 
family  concerns  j -but  in  a figurative  fenfe 
is  frequently  enlarged  : amongft  other 
things  to  the  mechanifm  and  functions 
of  a human  body ; fo  that  animal  ceco- 
nomy  includes  all  that  concerns  the  hu- 
man flrudure  in  a date  of  health. 

Ozena,  is  an  ulcer  in  the  infide  of  the 
nollrils. 


P. 

Palate,  is  that  arch  and  cavity  of  the 
mouth,  covered  with  a pretty  thick  mem- 
brane,  which  is  continued  to  the  tonfils; 
upon  it  there  is  a great  number  of  little 
glands,  who fe  excretory  duds,  piercing 
like  a fieve,  difcharge  a liquor  for  the 
moiftening  and  diffolving  the  aliments. 

Perineum,  the  fpace  between  the  anus 
and  parts  of  generation,  divided  into  two 
equal  lateral  parts  by  a very  diflind  line 

—it  is  much  longer  in  males  than  in 
females . 

' Purulent  Discharge,  pus,  matter,  or 
corruption. 


Regimen 


R. 

Regimen  Government,  is  ufed  ffif 
that  care  in  diet  and  living,  fometimes 
neceffary  to  be  obferved,  under  a courfe 
of  particular  medicines. 

Rh  eumatism,  is  a diflemper  affe&ing 
chiefly  the  common  membrane  of  the 
mufcles,  which  it  makes  rigid  and  unfit 
for  motion,  fometimes  with  great  pain  ; 
and  this  feems  to  be  brought  about  much 
by  the  fame  caufes,  as  the  mucilaginous 
glands  in  the  joints  are  rendered  flitt  and 
gritty  in  the  gout. 

S. 

Schirrus,  is  a difeafeof  the  glands,  which 
become  indurated  from  acrimonious  mat- 
ter, or  obftru&ions  in  the  gland  itfelfi, 
This  happens  not  unfrequently  to  the 
liver,  to  the  tefticles,  to  the  proflate  near 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  female 
breafts. 

Solids,  firmnefs,  hardnefs,  compadtnefs* 
denfity,  in  our  profeffional  way,  means  the 
parts  containing  the  fluids  of  a human 
body. 

Secretion,  is  that  feparation  of  juices 
from  one  another  which  is  performed  by 
the  glands. 


Sen- 
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Sensation,  all  fenfation  is  performed  by 
the  immediate  aCtion  of  the  finer  and 
moie  fluid  parts  of  bodies  upon  the  organs 
of  fenfe.  The  impulfe  communicated 
by  thefe  fnbtle  parts  of  bodies  upon  the 
oigans,  ntly  difpoled,  is  through  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  nerves  appropriated  and 
contrived  for  fuch  a fenfe,  and  through 
them  to  the  biain.  See  my  Diflertations 
on  the  Nerves. 

✓ Scrotum,  the  fkin  of  the  tefticles,  which 
is  compofed  of  many  fleihy  or  mufcular 
fibres,  by  which  means  the  fcrotum  is 
contracted. 

Scrophula,  fimilar  to  the  king’s  evil,  is 
a preternatural  obftruCtion,  and  erofion  of 
the  glands. 

Semen,  feed. 

Stranguary,  is  any  difficulty  of  urine, 
from  whatfoever  caufe. 

Stagnate,  to  want  freedom  of  motion, 
like  the  blood  when  coagulated. 

Symptom,  is  fuch  a conjunction  of  ap- 
pearances, or  fuch  an  appearance  of  any 
one  thing,  as  indicates  what  will  be  the 
iffue  of  a difeafe,  and  the  means  of  cure. 


Tone, 
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T. 

Tone,  the  order  or  difpofition,  that  a per- 
forms whole  frame  of  body,  or  any  part 
thereof  is  in,  with  regard  to  health. 

Tonsils,  are  two  round  glands,  placed  on 
the  fides  of  the  bafis  of  the  tongue,  under 
the  common  membrane  of  the  fauces, 
with  which  they  are  covered. 

Topicks,  are  fuch  things  as  are  externally 
applied  to  any  particular  part. 

Tumour,  a fwelling,  exprefles  every  thing 
that  can  be  fo  called,  which  is  di verbified 
and  diftinguilhed  into  fubordinate  fpecies, 
by  the  particular  circumftances  or  acci- 
dents attending  them. 

U. 

Urethra,  is  a pipe  along  the  underbids 
of  the  penis,  which  is  about  twelve  or 
thirteen  inches  long,  beginning  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  from  which  it  re- 
ceives the  urine ; and  bending  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  os  pubis,  it  turns  up  to 
the  roots  of  the  cavernofe  body,  and  i9 
continued  to  the  end  oi  the  yard. 

Uvula,  it  hangs  betwixt  the  two  glands* 
Amygdale  or  Tonfils ; its  fubftance  is 

very 
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very  lax,  and  it  has  a number  of  fuch 
glands  as  the  palate ; it  is  fomewhat 
long ; it  hangs  from  the  root  of  the 
mouth,  at  the  extremity  of  the  paffage, 
between  the  tonfils. 

W. 

Whites,  the  fluor  Albus. 


FINIS . 


